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CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 


Area  of  City 
Population 

Population  Density  ... 

Births  ...  11,652  Birth-Rate 

Deaths  ...  7,023  Death-Rate 

Death  Rate  from  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases 
Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 
Death  Rate  from  Diphtheria  ... 

Death  Rate  from  Scarlet  Fever 

Death  Rate  from  Measles 

Death  Rate  from  Whooping  Cough 

Death  Rate  from  Enteric  Fever 

Death  Rate  from  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Death  Rate  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Death  Rate  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Death  Rate  from  other  Puerperal  Conditions 

Death  Rate  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Death  Rate  from  other  Respiratory  diseases 

Death  Rate  from  Influenza 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year 


18,781  acres. 
...  472,000 

9 • 9 

• • • 

...  24-7 

...  14-9 

1-00 
1*52 
1*19 
0*18 
0-06 
0-10 
015 
0 00 
0-06 
0 004 
0 02 
004 
1-40 
1-50 

0- 39 

1- 20 

...  1,231 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 


106 

per  1,000  births. 
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POPULATION. 

The  City  of  Dublin  of  to-day  represents  the  result 
of  a continuous  process  of  urban  growth  that  reaches 
for  its  origins  to  the  early  centuries  of  the  Christian 
era.  Ath  Cliath,  meaning  the  ford  bridged  by  hurdles, 
was  the  Gaelic  name  of  the  first  settlement  used  by 
the  native  Celt  ; Dubhlinn,  the  dark  pool  or  haven, 
was  the  name,  likewise  Gaelic  in  origin,  by  which  it 
was  known  to  the  invading  Norsemen  who  repeatedly 
visited  the  lower  stretches  of  the  river  Liffey.  The 
history  proper  of  Dublin  may  be  said  to  date  from 
851  in  which  year  the  chronicles  of  the  Four  Masters 
state  that  “ Aulaiv,  son  of  the  king  of  Loch-lann, 
came  into  Ireland,  and  all  the  foreigners  submitted 
to  him,  and  had  rent  from  the  Irish.” 

In  1170  Strongbow  dispossessed  the  Danes  of  the 
City  and  established  Norman  authority,  the  City’s 
first  Charter  being  received  from  Henry  the  Second 
in  1172.  The  history  of  the  City  of  Dublin  as  a 
metropolis  dates  from  this  time  and  municipal  legisla- 
tion from  that  date  to  practically  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century  was  in  the  hands  of  succeeding 
Corporations  that  were  English  rather  than  native  in 
origin. 

With  the  coming  of  the  Municipal  Corporation 
Deform  Act  of  1840  more  and  more  power  of  govern- 
ment was  vested  in  the  Municipal  Council.  Municipal 
Government  continues  to  the  present  time,  a short 
break  only  having  occurred  between  1924  and  1930 
during  which  period  the  functions  of  the  Council 
were  taken  over  by  City  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Minister  for  Local  Government  and  Public  Health. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  City  of  Dublin  at 
the  mid-point  in  the  year  1937  was  472,000,  and  of 
these  approximately  250,000  were  females  and  222,000 
were  males.  More  detailed  information  on  the  age- 
sex  distribution  of  the  population  is  revealed  in 
Table  1. 
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Various  rates  (birth-rates,  death-rates,  etc.)  referred 
to  in  this  report  are  calculated  upon  the  estimated 
figures  set  out  in  Table  1. 


Table  1. 


Age. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Per  cent. 

0-4 

23,826 

26,819 

50,645 

10-73 

5-9 

19,917 

22,421 

42,338 

8-97 

10-14 

20,051 

22,571 

42,622 

9-03 

15-19 

21,139 

23,795 

44,934 

9*52 

1 

o 

<^T| 

21,427 

24,121 

45,548 

9 • 65 

25-34 

35,949 

40,468 

76,417 

16  19 

35-44 

29,177 

32,844 

62,021 

1314 

45-54 

23,737 

26,720 

50,457 

10-69 

55—64 

14,633 

16,472 

31,105 

6-59 

65  + > 

12,191 

13,722 

25,913 

5-49 

222,047 

249,953 

472,000 

100-0 

POSITION. 

The  City  of  Dublin  is  situate  in  latitude  53° 
20'  38"  N.,  longitude  6°  17'  30"  W.  The  acreage  of 
the  City  has  remained  fixed  since  1930.  The  Local 
Government  (Dublin)  Act  of  that  year  extended  the 
Borough  area  to  18,781  ; it  had  previously  been  7,911 
acres,  which  area  represented  the  City  of  Dublin  smce 
the  passing  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  Act  in  1900.  In 
this  latter  year  the  City  was  extended  to  include  the 
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townships  of  Clontarf,  D runic  ondra  and  New  Kil- 
mainham,  together  with  certain  rural  areas  adjoining 
these  townships.  The  further  extension  in  1930  is 
represented  by  the  inclusion  of  the  former  Urban 
Districts  of  Pembroke,  Pathnames  and  Pathgar,  and 
certain  rural  areas,  and  in  this  year  also  occurred  an 
alteration  in  the  Registrars’  Districts  of  South  City 
No.  1 and  New  Kilmainham.  Part  of  Usher’s  Quay 
Ward  in  the  former  was  transferred  to  the  latter. 

The  density  of  the  population  at  the  present  time 
is  25-2  persons  per  acre,  compared  with  40*4  in  1929. 
This  fall  in  the  population  density  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  extension  of  the  City  area  in  1930,  but  since  the 
annexed  population  was  mainly  urban  in  character, 
the  improvement  in  this  figure  is  more  apparent  than 
real.  For  instance,  the  populations  of  Path  mines 
and  Pathgar  and  the  township  of  Pembroke,  amounting 
to  approximately  three-fourths  of  the  annexed  popula- 
tion, were  shown  by  the  Census  of  1926  to  have  16*  1 
and  26-5  per  cent,  respectively  living  in  numbers 
more  than  2 persons  per  room,  as  enumerated  amongst 
private  families  in  these  areas. 


BIRTHS. 

According  to  the  Annual  Summary  of  the  Registrar- 
General,  the  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
City  of  Dublin  during  the  year  1937  was  11,652  : a 
further  1,906  occurring  in  Institutions  in  the  City  but 
relating  to  other  localities  were  excluded  in  arriving 
at  this  figure.  It  represents  a birth  rate  of  24-  7 per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  24-5  in 
1936,  and  an  average  rate  of  25*9  in  the  preceding 
ten  years.  Although,  the  tendency  is  to  a downward 
trend  in  this  rate,  in  comparable  populations  ours  is 
still  considerably  in  advance  of  the  corresponding 
rates  for  Belfast,  English  and  Scottisli  Cities. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915, 
provide  for  the  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health  of  every  birth,  including  stillbirths,  within 
thirty-six  hours  of  its  occurrence.  The  duty  of 
notification  is  imposed  upon  : — 


(a)  the  father  of  the  child  if  actually  residing  in 

tiie  house  where  the  child  is  born,  or  other- 
wise, 

( b ) any  person  ( i.e .,  Medical  Attendant,  Midwife, 

or  other  person)  in  attendance  at  the  birth, 
or  called  in  to  attend  on  the  mother  within 
six  hours  of  the  birth  taking  place. 


Failure  to  notify  entails  a penalty  not  exceeding 
twenty  shillings.  The  notification  of  birth  is  an 
additional  requirement  to  that  of  registration. 


In  accordance  with  the  above  requirement — some 
13,080  births  were  notified  to  this  Department  in 
1937.  Of  these,  467  (or  3-57  per  cent.),  were  notified 
as  stillbirths,  259  of  whom  were  males,  208  were 
females.  In  the  12,613  live  births  notified,  6,395  were 
males  and  6,218  were  females.  The  male  to  female 
ratio  was  1,027  to  1,000.  Notifications  originated  as 
follows  : — 


Maternity  Institutions  ...  9,965 

Midwives  and  Nurses  ...  3,115 

Other  Persons  ...  — 


13,080 

There  were  1,486  of  these  births  whose  parents 
ordinarily  resided  outside  the  City,  leaving  a balance 
of  11,594  as  compared  with  11,652  registered  with  the 
Registrar-General.  Thus  99  per  cent,  of  the  births 
registered  in  the  area  were  also  notified. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  births  and  birth- 
rates during  the  decennial  period,  1928-37. 


Table 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES,  1928—37. 


Year. 

Births. 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

1928 

8,712 

27*3 

1929 

8,760 

27*4 

1930 

10,542 

25*7 

1931 

10,425 

25*3 

1932 

10,503 

25*3 

1933 

10,693 

25*5 

1934 

11,140 

26*3 

1935 

11,451 

26-7 

1936 

11,582 

24-5 

1937 

11,652 

24-7 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  during  the  year  was 
7,023,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  14-9  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  15*0  in  1936,  and  an 
average  rate  of  15*54  in  the  preceding  ten  years.  The 
death-rate  for  1937  was,  therefore,  only  slightly  below 
the  average  for  the  decennial  period  1927 — 36.  These 
figures  represent  crude  rates  being  corrected  for  trans- 
fers only.  The  standardized  rate  is  based  on  the 
age  and  sex  constitution  of  Saorstat  Eireann  as  a 
whole  at  the  Census  of  1926.  The  figures  on  this 
basis  for  the  year  1937  are  not  yet  available.  The 
effect  of  standardization  in  recent  years  has  been  to 
raise  the  death-rate  per  1,000  living  in  Dublin  by 
2 or  3 points. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

TABLE  3. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  all  Causes  and  from  some  of  the 
Principal  Causes  recorded  for  the  City  of  Dublin  during  the  Years 
1936  AND  1937,  THE  LATTER  BY  QUARTERS,  WITH  THE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  OF 
the  Estimated  Population  for  each  of  these  years. 


Number  of  Deaths 

Death 
per  1, 
Popul 

Bates 
000  OF 
ATION 

Causes  of  Death 

1937 

Y ear 
1936 

1937 

1936 

1st 

Or- 

2nd 

Or. 

3rd 

Qr. 

4th 

Or. 

Total 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

11 

•00 

•02 

Typhus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•- 

- 

- 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

14 

12 

9 

11 

46 

90 

•10 

•19 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

7 

2 

6 

26 

66 

•06 

•14 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

51 

14 

5 

3 

73 

57 

•15 

•12 

Diphtheria 

28 

24 

14 

18 

84 

no 

•18 

•23 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

39 

45 

105 

53 

242 

256 

•51 

•54 

Total 

143 

102 

136 

91 

472 

590 

1-00 

1-24 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

185 

157 

109 

114 

565 

602 

1-19 

1-29 

Other  Forms 

51 

44 

38 

23 

156 

138 

0-33 

0-30 

Diseases  of  Bespiratory 
System. 

Pneumonia 

320 

156 

62 

124 

662 

673 

1-40 

1-44 

Others 

353 

143 

79 

134 

709 

697 

1-50 

1-49 

Deaths  from  Other  Causes. 

Influenza  ... 

157 

18 

1 

8 

184 

41 

0 • 39 

•09 

Cancer 

121 

134 

143 

165 

563 

540 

1-20 

1-29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

17 

•02 

•04 

Other  Puerperal  Conditions 

5 

9 

4 

1 

19 

19 

•04 

•04 

Violence  ... 

49 

40 

35 

41 

165 

169 

•35 

•36 

Other  Causes 

1,112 

819 

739 

847 

3,517 

3,510 

7-42 

6-81 

Deaths  from  All  Causes 

2,503 

1,624 

1,347 

1,549 

7,023 

6,996 

14-87 

15-0 

Death-Bate  per  1,000  of 

the  Population 

21-2 

13-8 

11-4 

13-1 

14-9 

15-0 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths 
under  1 year  per  1,000 

births) 

141 

91 

93 

103 

106 

115 

PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

Inspection  of  Table  3,  which  sets  out  deaths  from 
several  causes,  will  show  that  there  were  472  deaths 
from  these  epidemic  diseases  in  1937  and  590  from 
the  same  group  of  diseases  in  1936.  The  rates  per 
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1,000  of  the  population  for  the  two  years  were  1 -24  in 
1936  and  1*0  in  1937.  This  is  a satisfactory  reduction 
to  be  able  to  record  since  it  represents  a decrease  in 
practically  all  the  epidemic  diseases  as  may  be  noted 
from  the  following  figures.  Deaths  from  Typhoid 
fever  decreased  from  1 1 to  1 ; Measles  from  90  to  46  ; 
Scarlet  fever  from  66  to  26  ; Diphtheria  from  110  to 
84  ; Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  in  children  under  2 
years  of  age  from  256  to  242.  Deaths  from  Whooping- 
cough  showed  an  increase  from  57  to  73.  There 
were  no  deaths  registered  in  either  year  from  Typhus, 
Dysentery  or  Smallpox. 

The  death-rate  from  “ principal  epidemic  diseases  ” 
is  one  of  the  rates  customarily  used  in  assessing  the 
state  of  the  public  health  in  a given  population  group 
and  any  notable  decline  in  this  rate  is  a satisfactory 
index. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  DEATH-RATES 
PER  1,000  LIVING,  1930—37. 


Year. 

Deaths  from 
all  Causes. 

Death-rate  per 
1,000  Living. 

1930 

6,212 

15*0 

1931 

6,562 

15-9 

1932 

6,536 

15-6 

1933 

6,405 

15-3 

1934 

5,748 

13-6 

1935 

6,506 

15-3 

1936 

6,996 

15-0 

1937 

7,023 

14-9 

AGES  AT  DEATHS. 


Of  the  7,023  deaths  at  all  ages,  1,704  (or  24-3  per 
cent.)  were  those  of  children  under  5 years  of  age,  and 
2,208  (or  31-4  per  cent.)  of  persons  65  years  of  age 
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and  upwards,  the  corresponding  percentages  for  1930 
being  25*9  and  30-7. 

Table  4. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  and  the  Death  Rates  in 
each  Quarter  for  the  Years  1934,  1935,  1936,  1937. 


Year 

Deaths 

1st 

Qr. 

2nd 

Qr. 

3rd 

Qr. 

4th 

Qr. 

Total 

1934 

Number 
Rate  per  1,000 

1,752 

16-5 

] ,427 
13-5 

1,198 

11-3 

1,371 

12-9 

5,748 

13-6 

1935 

Number 
Rate  per  1 ,000 

1,933 

18-0 

1,628 

15-2 

1,336 

12-5 

1,609 

15-0 

6,506 

15-2 

1936 

Number 
R ate  per  1,000 

2,048 

18-9 

1,669 

14-3 

1,442 

12-3 

1,837 

15-7 

6,996 

15-0 

1937 

Number 
Rate  per  1,000 

2,503 

21-2 

1,624 

13-8 

1,347 

114 

1,549 

131 

7,023 

14*9 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

In  1937  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  was  1,231.  This  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of 
106  per  thousand  births,  as  compared  with  115  in  1936 
and  93  in  1935,  and  an  average  of  98  for  the  decen- 
nial period,  1928 — 37.  Of  the  total  deaths  registered, 
695  were  those  of  males,  and  536  of  females  ; the 
males  were  equal  to  a rate  of  109  per  thousand  births 
of  males,  and  the  females  to  a rate  of  86  per  thousand 
births  of  females.  The  deaths  of  infants  during  the 
first  month  of  life  were  47-44  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Between 
one  and  two  months  the  percentage  was  10-32;  be- 
tween two  and  three  months,  8-21  ; at  three  and  under 
six  months  it  was  14-70;  and  from  six  to  twelve 
months  old  it  was  19-33. 
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The  Infant  Mortality  rates  since  1928  for  the  City 
of  Dublin  are  shown  in  the  following  Table 


Table  5. 


Infantile  Mortality,  1928 — 37. 


Year 

Births 

Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
1 Year 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

1928 

8,712 

895 

98 

1929 

8,760 

934 

101 

1930 

10,542 

1,031 

98 

1931 

10,425 

977 

94 

1932 

10,503 

1,067 

102 

1933 

10,693 

891 

83 

1934 

11,140 

878 

79 

1935 

11,451 

1,067 

93 

1936 

11,582 

1,337 

115 

1937 

11,652 

1,231 

106 

Reference  to  the  foregoing  Table  will  show  a slight 
decrease  in  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  1937.  Pre- 
mature births  and  Pneumonia  as  usual  contribute 
between  30  and  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant 
mortality.  Almost  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant 
deaths  in  1937  were  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 
Hot  summers  always  increase  the  death-rate 
from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  and  it  seems  inevit- 
able to  the  present  time  that  this  price  must  be  paid 
in  infant  life.  The  prevention  of  disease  in  infancy 
is  mainly  a matter  of  feeding,  and  there  is 
no  simple  preventive  measure  known  to  medicine  in 
this  connection  as  effective  as  breast  feeding.  The 
case  for  breast  milk  as  against  any  other  form  of 
infant  feeding  has  been  made  time  and  again  from 
competent  examination  of  readily  available  statistics. 


'9°o  '(jto  ujJto  r<?io 


15 


The  invariable  conclusion  drawn  from  such  studies  is 
that  the  breast-fed  infant  not  only  has  the  higher 
survivorship,  but  having  survived,  it  is  on  all  points 
of  its  health  record  the  better  placed  in  every  phase 
of  its  later  life.  Chief  among  the  contributory  causes 
of  infant  mortality  is  the  group  of  infectious  diseases 
known  collectively  as  infantile  diarrhoea  and  gastro- 
enteritis. These  infections  become  established  in  the 
alimentary  canal  of  the  infant  as  the  direct  result  of 
introduction  through  dirty  food,  that  is,  food  which  has 
been  exposed  to  bacterial  contamination.  Cow’s  milk, 
which  has  been  carelessly  handled  during  the  course  of 
its  transit  from  the  cow  to  the  infant,  is  frequently  the 
vehicle  of  this  infection.  The  milk  is  a favourable 
medium  for  bacteria  to  multiply  in,  and  it  is  especially 
favourable  in  hot  weather — in  that  season  in  which 
dust  and  flies  are  most  likely  to  contaminate  it.  Such 
contaminated  milk  is  certainly  harmful,  and  in  many 
cases  proves  fatal  to  the  infant  fed  on  it.  It  was  the 
realization  of  the  importance  of  this  factor,  together 
with  others  of  a preventable  nature,  which  led  to  the 
Infant  Welfare  movement  and  the  establishment  of 
centres  for  the  instruction  of  mothers  and  guardians 
in  infant  care.  There  is  to-day  no  good  reason  why 
an  infant  should  die  because  of  ignorance  in  this  vital 
matter  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  conducted  in  different 
parts  of  the  City  where  mothers  may  bring  their 
children  for  thorough  examination,  and  where  full 
instruction  is  available  in  all  matters  concerning 
the  infant’s  well-being. 

In  discussing  Infant  Mortality,  it  may  be  observed 
in  Table  6 that  47  • 44  per  cent,  of  our  deaths  occurred 
in  the  first  month  of  life,  that  is  in  the  neo-natal  period. 
Furthermore,  11*13  per  cent,  of  our  neo-natal  mortality 
occurred  on  the  very  first  day  after  birth,  so  that  the 
problem  of  infant  mortality  as  contributed  to  by 
neo-natal  mortality  is  chiefly  the  responsibility  of  the 
obstetrician  and  ante-natal  supervision. 
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Table  6. 


Table  Showing,  at  Various  Ages,  the  Number  of  Deaths  of 
Children  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Ages 

No.  of 

Deaths 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Males 

Females 

24  hours 

80 

57 

137 

11  13 

36  hours 

7 

11 

18 

1 -46 

1 week 

73 

49 

122 

9-91 

1 month 

172 

135 

307 

24-94 

2 months 

73 

54 

127 

10-32 

3 months 

59 

42 

101 

8-21 

6 months 

104 

77 

181 

14-70 

1 year 

127 

111 

238 

19-33 

1 otal  . . . 

695 

536 

1,231 

100-00 

Of  the  deaths  occurring  in  infants  after  the  first 
month  of  life  we  find  various  infectious  diseases  of 
childhood,  especially  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and 
its  complications,  and  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  as  playing 
a part.  These  latter  diseases  are  commonly  regarded 
as  amenable  to  preventive  measures  and  amongst  them 
a considerable  reduction  has  been  achieved  in  those 
due  to  Diarrhoeal  Diseases.  This  reduction  cannot 
be  attributed  to  any  single  cause,  but  the  resultant  of 
severed  factors,  such  as  improvements  in  housing  and 
sanitation  ; a higher  standard  of  living  in  the  sections 
of  the  population  which  heretofore  contributed  the 
majority  of  the  deaths  from  this  cause  ; the  improve- 
ment of  the  quality  of  milk  supplied  through  the 
Infant  Aid  Society  to  necessitous  families  ; improve- 
ment in  the  provision  of  assistance  for  women  in 
childbirth,  and  the  advice  and  help  extended  to  mothers 
and  infants  by  health  visitors  and  pre-natal  care. 

In  Table  7 which  follows  will  be  found  the  deaths 
attributed  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  and  in  children  aged  between  one  and 
up  to  the  fifth  year  of  life  for  the  years  1927 — 36 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1937 


&o  fti.O  f 6q  Woo  cJyvO 
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inclusive.  That  90  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  over 
the  period  occurred  in  the  Under  One  Year  Old  group 
brings  out  the  relative  importance  of  this  cause  of 
death  in  the  infant. 


Table  7. 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Total 

Deaths 

Per 

cent. 

Deaths 

Under  1 yr. 

163 

146 

130 

124 

174 

131 

112 

197 

249 

238 

1,664 

92-6 

1-5  yrs.  ... 

25 

20 

20 

15 

14 

15 

7 

6 

7 

4 

133 

7-4 

In  the  following  Table  will  be  found  the  principal 
causes  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during 
the  year  1937,  and  also  for  the  year  1936  : — 

Table  8. 


Cause  of  Death 

Number 

Increase 
( + ) or 

Decrease 

(— ) 

%of 

Total 

Deaths 

1937 

1936 

1937 

Premature  Birth 

261 

257 

—4 

20-54 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

249 

238 

—11 

19-03 

Pneumonia 

235 

181 

— 54 

14-47 

Congenital  Debility 

125 

119 

—6 

9-52 

Congenital  Malformation 

70 

71 

+ 1 

5 • 67 

Bronchitis 

52 

37 

—15 

2-95 

Convulsions 

43 

53 

+ 10 

4-23 

Whooping  Cough 

46 

30 

-16 

2-39 

Measles 

30 

14 

—16 

1 12 

Injury  at  Birth 

99 

21 

—1 

1-67 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 

13 

11 

9 

JmJ 

•88 

Meningitis 

9 

20 

+ H 

1 • 59 

Diphtheria 

9 

3 

-6 

•25 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

2 

-6 

•16 

Other  Causes  ... 

165 

174 

+9 

15-53 

Total 

1,337 

1,231 

—106 

100-00 

B 
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PUERPERAL  SEPSIS. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  other  puerperal 
conditions  in  the  year  numbered  11  and  19  respectively. 
In  the  latter  group  of  causes  the  deaths  represent  a 
rate  of  1*7  per  1,000  births  registered:  the  rate 
shows  a 10  per  cent,  decrease  on  the  average  rate 
for  the  years  1927-36. 

The  deaths  returned  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  represent 
a rate  of  0-9  per  1,000  births  registered,  this  rate 
showing  a 30  per  cent,  decrease  on  the  average  rate 
from  this  cause  for  the  years  1927-36. 

In  drawing  inferences  from  alterations  in  rates 
based  on  small  numbers  of  cases  such  as  these, 
great  care  must  be  exercised.  Considerable  fluctuation 
may  be  encountered  from  year  to  year,  but  it  is  satis- 
factory to  note  that  the  puerperal  sepsis  rate  shows 
a decline  of  some  30  per  cent,  on  the  average  of  that 
rate  for  the  preceding  10  years. 

This  cause  of  death  following  on  childbirth  has 
proved  very  refractory  to  all  efforts  directed  towards 
lowering  its  incidence  among  civilised  peoples.  A 
considerable  proportion  of  the  women  who  die  from 
puerperal  sepsis  become  infected  directly  with  micro- 
organisms which  they  harbour  in  their  own  bodies. 
On  the  other  hand  at  least  one-half  of  them  derive 
their  infection  from  contact  with  persons  who  are  in 
attendance  or  contact  with  them  at  the  time  of  birth 
or  immediately  subsequent  to  it.  Persons  suffering 
from  sore  throats,  “ colds,”  sinus  trouble  or  septic 
wounds  and  sores  should  not  visit  or  in  any  way 
contact  a recently  delivered  woman.  It  is  urged  that 
women  in  childbirth  should  secure  skilled  attendance 
before,  during  and  after  the  event. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  births 
registered  in  the  City,  together  with  maternal  deaths 
and  maternal  death-rates  for  the  years  1927-37  : — 


Table  9. 


Rirt  nci  I?  Arvidtnrnrl 

Mat 

;ernal  Mortalit 

y 
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Puer 

Sej: 

3eral 

>sis 

Ot] 

Puer 

Cond] 

ler 

peral 

itions 

To 

tal 

Year 

No. 

Deaths 

Rate 

Deaths 

Rate 

Deaths 

Rate 

1927 

8,751 

9 

1 05 

14 

1*63 

23 

2-68 

1928  ... 

8,712 

15 

1 -75 

17 

1-87 

32 

3-62 

1929  ... 

8,760 

13 

1 *51 

17 

1-98 

30 

3-49 

1930  ... 

10,542 

14 

1 -33 

25 

2-37 

39 

3-70 

1931 

10,425 

10 

10 

18 

1-6 

28 

2-7 

1932 

10,503 

18 

1 71 

15 

1-43 

33 

3 14 

1933 

10,693 

12 

11 

11 

M 

23 

2-2 

1934  ... 

11,140 

13 

1-2 

26 

2-3 

39 

3-5 

1935  ... 

11,451 

12 

10 

19 

1-7 

31 

2-7 

1936  ... 

11,582 

17 

1-5 

19 

1-6 

36 

31 

1937 

11,652 

11 

0-9 

19 

1-70 

30 

2-6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Of  the  total  deaths  (721)  ascribed  to  this  cause  of 
death,  565  were  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
156  from  other  forms  of  the  disease,  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  119  and  0*33  respectively,  the  corresponding 
rates  for  1936  being  1-29  and  0-30. 

In  the  year  1937  there  were  565  deaths  recorded 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 
This  figure  represents  a decrease  of  37  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  cause  as  compared  with  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  from  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  population  in 
the  year  1937  was  1-19  and  this  rate  has  shown  a 
steady  decline  over  the  past  10  years,  the  rate  for 
1937  being  slightly  over  15  per  cent,  below  the  average 

b2 


20 


rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  (see  Table  12).  Whilst 
these  figures  record  a favourable  downward  trend  in 
the  force  of  mortality  from  this  dread  disease  the 
problem  presented  by  the  facts  reflected  in  the  above 
figures  must  still  be  held  to  be  one  of  our  greatest. 
It  is  customary  to  assume  that  for  every  death  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a given  year  there  are 
approximately  nine  persons  suffering  from  the  disease 
in  that  year.  Such  an  estimate  indicates  that  there 
were  over  5,000  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in 
our  population  in  1937,  or  more  than  one  person  in 
every  100  of  the  population  was  suffering  from  this 
serious  disease. 

In  previous  reports  considerable  comment  has  been 
made  on  the  several  factors  which  influence  the 
incidence  of  this  disease,  and  although  it  cannot  be 
claimed  that  we  have  anything  in  the  nature  of  a 
specific  remedy  or  a particular  method  of  prevention 
for  it,  it  can  be  claimed  that  there  are  methods  of 
control  of  the  spread  of  infection  which  if  freely 
practised  would  certainly  cause  considerable  reduction 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  still  a major  public 
health  problem  in  this  city  and  the  attack-rate  in  the 
late  adolescent  and  the  adult  groups  of  the  under- 
privileged. classes  is  notably  high.  Co-operation 
between  the  “ early  case  ” and  the  tuberculosis 
services  available  in  the  city  is  urgently  requested. 
Should  these  early  cases  present  themselves  to  our 
tuberculosis  dispensaries  at  the  first  time  they  become 
aware  of  a chronic  chest  ailment  they  would  not 
only  very  much  enhance  their  own  prospect  of  recovery 
but  they  markedly  diminish  the  risk  of  infecting  other 
members  of  their  own  families. 

This  disease  is  communicable  from  one  individual 
to  another,  and  persons  suffering  from  active  tuber- 
culosis of  the  lungs  are  continuously  emitting  in  their 
sputum  the  microbes  that  cause  the  condition.  Accord  - 
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ingly  members  of  the  general  public  are  very  much  at 
the  mercy  of  careless  tuberculous  patients  who  cough 
and  spit  indiscriminately.  However,  there  is  not  so 
much  reason  for  complaint  in  this  matter  as  formerly, 
and  educated  public  opinion  is  doing  more  and  more 
to  correct  this  very  objectionable  habit.  Many 
tuberculous  patients  now  expectorate  into  sputum 
bottles  containing  disinfectant,  or  use  paper  handker- 
chiefs which  may  be  readily  burned  after  use. 

In  considering  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
Tuberculosis  it  at  once  becomes  apparent  from  a 
study  of  the  several  epidemiological  factors  involved 
that  it  is  not  an  isolated  problem  which  any  single 
remedy  is  going  to  prevail  against.  Tuberculosis  is  a 
problem  related  closely  to  every  other  major  problem  of 
the  public  health,  and  as  such  it  benefits  from  every  well 
made  effort  at  improving  the  community’s  general 
health.  In  short,  an  active  campaign  against  Tuber- 
culosis involves  both  measures  implemented  to  elevate 
the  general  standard  of  health  as  well  as  those  directed 
immediately  towards  the  conditions  and  infections 
which  tend  to  engender  tuberculous  infection.  Chief 
among  the  general  measures  may  be  cited  education 
in  the  principles  of  personal  and  environmental 
hygiene,  the  preventability  of  this  disease,  the 
enhanced  prospects  of  cure  of  actual  cases  by  early 
resort  to  the  special  centres  for  skilled  advice  and 
treatment.  It  cannot  be  too  firmly  stressed  how 
vitally  important  it  is  that  advice  should  be  sought 
early  and  the  ou timed  treatment  adopted  at  once. 
The  present  tendency  is  to  struggle  on  until  the 
disease  has  permanently  affected  the  individual’s 
working  capacity  before  he  or  she  consents  to  accept 
treatment.  At  this  stage  the  prospect  of  a cure  is 
considerably  lessened,  but  what  is  even  worse,  in 
the  sociological  sense,  the  tuberculous  person,  living 
most  likely  in  an  overcrowded  house,  has  probably 
communicated  the  disease  to  other  members  of  the 
family  or  such  others  as  have  been  in  repeated  contact 
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with  the  patient  in  workplace  or  elsewhere.  The 
more  particular  measures  in  the  scheme  for  the 
prevention  of  Tuberculosis  are  amply  provided  for  in 
the  City  of  Dublin,  with  its  staff  of  Tuberculosis 
officers,  special  dispensaries  and  various  institutions 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  in  its  several  forms. 
Yet,  reference  to  Table  10,  which  sets  out  by  age  and 
sex  the  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  alone  in  this  City  in  1937  will  showr 
how  serious  the  problem  here  still  is.  Of  these  565 
deaths  some  83  per  cent,  occurred  in  persons  aged 
between  15  and  55  years.  When  one  considers  that 
these  are  the  wage-earners  from  the  houses  in  which 
these  deaths  occurred  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine 
the  adverse  effect  such  losses  have  on  the  growing 
dependents  of  the  deceased  persons,  not  to  mention 
the  privation  which  must  have  accompanied  the 
period  of  months  or  years  w7hich  preceded  the  death 
of  the  breadwinner.  Apart  from  the  specific  measures 
available  for  the  early  detection,  isolation  and  treat- 
ment of  Tuberculosis,  the  complete  solution  of  the 
problem  can  never  be  found  unless  the  underlying 
conditions  which  predispose  and  facilitate  the  spread 
of  the  disease  are  corrected.  Undernourishment  and 
overcrowding,  in  other  words,  the  accompaniments 
of  poverty,  are  fundamentally  the  cause  of  much  of 
our  Tuberculosis,  and  again  it  must  be  urged  that  no 
effort  should  be  spared  in  the  endeavour  to  solve  the 
problem  of  overcrowding  in  the  City  of  Dublin.  Until 
such  time  as  the  considerable  proportion  of  our 
population  which  at  present  is  forced,  through  lack 
of  other  suitable  accommodation,  to  live  in  single 
rooms  in  tenement  dwellings  and  converted  stables, 
no  real  or  lasting  improvement  can  be  hoped  for  from 
the  wrell  intentioned  efforts  of  our  existing  Tuberculosis 
Scheme. 

No  statement  on  the  solution  of  the  problem  of 
Tuberculosis  in  this  City  would  be  complete  if  it  did 
not  direct  attention  to  the  following  matters. 
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Early  cases  of  Tuberculosis  amongst  our  working 
classes,  who  have  a family  dependent  on  them,  are 
not  disposed  towards  institutional  treatment  whilst 
they  can  at  all  manage  to  continue  in  their  employ- 
ment. Should  the  patient  be  an  employed  wage- 
earner,  it  is  idle  to  expect  him  to  take  advantage  of 
institutional  treatment  in  the  knowledge — that  happens 
in  so  many  cases — that  he  leaves  his  wife  and  children 
depending  on  the  grant  from  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Scheme  for  rent,  food,  etc.  Furthermore, 
a housing  scheme  embracing  a system  of  differential 
rental  which  would  discriminate  in  favour  of  the 
tuberculous,  is  needed.  A tuberculous  family,  other 
things  being  equal,  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  rent  for 
the  type  of  home  they  should  have  and  in  which 
isolation  of  the  tuberculous  member  or  members  could 
be  secured.  Such  houses  are  as  essential  to  a Tuber- 
culosis Scheme  as  are  dispensaries  and  institutions. 
To  supply  them  on  the  basis  outlined  is  the  duty  of  the 
local  authority,  but  in  such  a scheme  there  should 
be  recoupment  from  the  State,  as  there  is  at  present 
for  the  Sanatorium.  Needless  to  say,  such  a scheme 
will  prove  expensive,  but  it  will  have  to  be  faced 
before  it  can  be  claimed  that  everything  is  being  done 
that  can  be  done  in  the  effort  to  wipe  out  this  disease. 

Table  10. 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  City  of  Dublin,  1937. 


Age 

Males 

F emales 

Totals 

Per  cent. 

0-14 

24 

14 

38 

6-73 

15-24 

61 

89 

150 

26-55 

25-34 

58 

92 

150 

26-55 

35-44 

57 

27 

84 

14-86 

45-54 

51 

35 

86 

15-22 

55-64 

22 

16 

38 

6-73 

65+7> 

11 

8 

19 

3-36 

284 

281 

565 

100-00 

Table  II. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  City  of  Dublin,  1937. 
Classified  in  age  and  sex  groups. 
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The  prevention  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  in 
the  wage-earning  and  the  very  poor  classes  is  a problem 
which  differs  fundamentally  from  that  presented  by 
Tuberculosis  in  the  more  favoured  classes. 


The  working  class  patient  who  lias  had  the  benefit 
of  sanatorium  treatment  is  not  in  a position  to  con- 
tinue to  practise  the  principles  of  treatment  laid  down 
in  the  institution  as  is  the  well-off  type  of  patient  on 
his  return  home.  He  cannot  have  the  fresh  air, 
nourishing  food,  rest  and  freedom  from  worry  which 
are  so  essential  to  his  well-being. 


A further  urgent  need  in  the  prevention  of  Tuber- 
culosis, which  is  the  only  possible  way  of  eradicating 
this  scourge  from  our  working  people,  is  the  establish- 
ment of  preventoria  or  institutions  where  persons  who 
have  been  particularly  exposed  to  infection  may  be 
sent  for  periods  of  convalescence.  Such  timely  inter- 
vention would  in  many  instances  prevent  the  disease 
from  establishing  itself.  In  this  connection  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  it  is  appalling  the  number  of  cases 
on  record  in  this  City  where  one  member  of  a family 
follows  on  another  in  seeking  treatment  at  our  dis- 
pensaries and  other  institutions. 


Table  11  sets  out  the  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  in  the  year  1937,  classified  for  age,  sex, 
and  month  of  occurrence.  It  will  be  seen  there  that 
the  quota  for  January-Marcli  quarter  is,  as  usual,  in 
excess  of  the  quarterly  average. 


The  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
numbered  156,  which  is  7 more  than  the  average 
figure  from  this  cause  during  the  three-year  period 
1934-36. 
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Table  12. 

Table  Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all  Forms  of 
Tuberculous  Diseases  Registered  each  Year  during 
the  10  Years,  1927-36,  with  the  Respective  Rates  per 
1,000  of  the  Population  Represented  thereby. 


Year 

Deaths  from  all 
forms  of 
Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Deaths  from 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1927 

845 

2-01 

668 

1-59 

1928 

723 

1-72 

568 

1-35 

1929 

752 

1-77 

595 

1-40 

1930 

748 

1-82 

586 

1-43 

]931 

814 

1-98 

617 

1-50 

1932 

695 

1-67 

551 

1-32 

1933 

741 

1-76 

584 

1-39 

1934 

714 

1-68 

570 

1 -34 

1935 

729 

1-79 

565 

1-41 

1936 

740 

1-59 

602 

1-29 

Total,  1927-36 

7,501 

17-79 

5,906 

14-02 

Average,  1927-36 

750-1 

1-779 

590-6 

1-402 

1937 

721 

1-52 

565 

1-19 

PNEUMONIA. 

The  deaths  returned  as  caused  by  Pneumonia  in 
the  year  1937  numbered  662,  representing  a rate  of 
1-40  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  a 
rate  of  1*44  for  1936.  The  average  number  of  deaths 
returned  to  this  cause  in  the  preceding  three-year 
period  was  620.  The  age-distribution  of  the  deaths 
from  Pneumonia  is  given  in  Table  13  for  the  decennial 
period  1927-36. 
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Pneumonia  is  a term  applied  to  a group  of  diseases 
rather  than  the  definition  of  a uniform  clinical  condi- 
tion. Broadly  speaking  there  are  two  forms  generally 
recognised  (a)  lobar  or  croupous  pneumonia  and  (b) 
lobnlar  or  broncho-pneumonia.  The  certification  of 
death  from  both  these  forms  of  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis  cannot  be  taken  to  be  highly  accurate  for 
any  one  form,  since  there  is  considerable  latitude  for 
confusion  in  the  clinical  diagnosis. 


Broncho-pneumonia  is  a most  serious  cause  of 
death  in  young  children,  frequently  occurring  second- 
arily in  an  undernourished  child  or  following  on  some 
disease  of  childhood  such  as  Whooping-cough  or 
Measles.  Examination  of  Table  13  will  show  that 
one-half  of  all  Pneumonia  deaths  in  this  city  in  the 
years  1927-36  were  among  the  under  5 years  old 
group  of  the  population.  The  majority  of  these 
“ pneumonia  ” deaths  were  certainly  due  to  broncho- 
pneumonia. Many  of  these  deaths  might  be  avoided 
if  the  primary  infection  which  prepares  the  way  for 
broncho-pneumonia  could  receive  better  attention, 
better  nourishment  and  nursing  in  their  homes  or  if 
the  primary  infection  such  as  Whooping-cough  or 
Measles  could  be  postponed  until  a later  age-period. 
It  may  be  noted  in  Table  13  that  nearly  twelve  times 
as  many  pneumonia  deaths  occur  in  the  first  five 
years  of  life  as  do  in  the  next  ten-year  period. 


Pneumonia  in  one  form  or  another  is  directly 
associated  with  overcrowding,  particularly  in  infancy 
and  early  childhood  ; in  adults  climatic  conditions 
are  undoubtedly  determining  factors  in  conjunction 
with  fatigue,  over  exertion,  alcoholism  and  injury. 
It  is  only  when  the  problem  of  housing  the  working- 
class  families  has  been  solved  that  we  may  expect 
any  appreciable  decline  in  this  important  cause  of 
death  or  disablement. 
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Table  13. 

Age-Distbibution  of  Pneumonia  Deaths.  1927-36. 


Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

Year 

Under 

1 vear 

i/ 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  + > 

All 

Ages 

1927 

193 

194 

22 

77 

108 

81 

675 

1928 

113 

108 

13 

58 

67 

47 

406 

1929 

131 

136 

16 

76 

96 

67 

522 

1930 

190 

156 

21 

59 

106 

83 

615 

1931 

172 

224 

49 

82 

137 

109 

773 

1932 

174 

133 

38 

77 

113 

103 

637 

1933 

154 

149 

45 

76 

159 

113 

696 

1934 

168 

94 

31 

47 

97 

84 

521 

1935 

181 

136 

34 

74 

143 

97 

665 

1936 

223 

138 

17 

73 

122 

89 

662 

Total 

1,699 

i ,468 

286 

699 

1,148 

872 

6,172 

Per 

Cent. 

27-6 

23-8 

4-6 

1 

11-3 

18-5 

14-2 

100*0 

INFLUENZA. 

The  deaths  returned  as  caused  by  Influenza  in  the 
year  1937  numbered  184,  of  which  85  were  males  and 
99  females.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
represented  by  the  number  for  the  year  was  ' 39,  as 
compared  with  -09  in  the  preceding  year.  These 
deaths  were  registered  as  follows  : — 85  per  cent,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year ; 10  per  cent,  in  the  second 
quarter  ; • 5 per  cent,  in  the  third  quarter,  and  4-  5 per 
cent,  in  the  fourth  quarter.  However,  the  figure  is 
below  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  there 
is  no  unusual  feature  in  the  age  distribution  of  the 
deaths  as  may  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  Table  14. 
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Table  14. 

Influenza  Deaths,  City  of  Dublin. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Per  cent. 

0-14 

3 

4 

7 

3-9 

15-24 

3 

4 

7 

3*9 

25-34 

7 

4 

11 

5-9 

35-44 

7 

6 

13 

7-2 

45-54 

9 

14 

23 

12-5 

55-64 

17 

25 

42 

22-3 

65 +> 

39 

42 

81 

44-3 

Total  ... 

85 

99 

184 

100-0 

Table  15  sets  out  the  age-distribution  of  the  deaths 
from  Influenza  during  the  decennial  period  1928-37. 
It  will  be  noted  that  nearly  80  per  cent,  of  Influenza 
deaths  occured  at  ages  later  than  45  years. 


Table  15. 

Age-Distrtbution  of  Influenza  Deaths,  1928-1937. 


0-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45 

1928  ... 

5 

o 

15 

32 

1929  ... 

14 

4 

36 

110 

1930  ... 

1 

3 

7 

29 

1931  ... 

6 

3 

20 

93 

1932  ... 

9 

17 

18 

78 

1933  ... 

17 

7 

29 

136 

1934  ... 

2 

1 

12 

16 

1935  ... 

— 

7 

24 

52 

1936  ... 

3 

— 

6 

32 

1937  ... 

4 

3 

31 

146 

Total  Deaths 

61 

47 

198 

724 

Per  cent.  Deaths 

5-93 

4*56 

19-22 

70  • 29 
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CANCER. 

During  the  year  1937  there  were  563  deaths  attribu- 
ted to  Cancer,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  1-2  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  This  compares  with  540,  or  1*17 
per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  year  1936.  In 
Table  16  is  set  out  the  age-distribution  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  during  the  quinquennial  period  1932-36.  The 
column  showing  Total  Deaths  per  year  continues  to 
present  a tendency  to  increase  from  year  to  year  as  is 
reflected  in  the  accompanying  graph. 

This  very  important  cause  of  death  is  now  listed 
among  the  first  three  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  in 
practically  all  the  civilised  peoples  of  the  world  for 
which  we  have  accurate  statistics.  It  has  shown  a 
steady  progress  as  a specific  death-rate  throughout 
the  present  century  the  explanation  for  which  is  not 
a simple  or  direct  one.  It  is  not  a contagious  disease 
as  seen  in  the  human  and  there  is  no  single  cause  to 
which  this  notable  increase  is  attributable. 

In  considering  the  causation  of  cancer  itself,  both 
“ exciting  ” and  “ predisposing  ” causes  have  to  be 
kept  in  mind.  Irritation  or  repeated  slight  injuries 
to  tissues  may  be  cited  as  examples  of  “ exciting 
factors.  The  longer  these  persist  in  whatever  form, 
the  greater  the  likelihood  of  a cancerous  condition 
supervening  in  the  tissue  subjected  to  the  irritation. 
Accordingly  when  we  advert  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  a higher  percentage  of  our  people  living  on  into 
old  age  from  year  to  year,  as  the  result  of  all  the 
agencies  directed  towards  saving  the  lives  of  persons 
who  would  have  died  from  other  causes,  it  is  readily 


PER 
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seen  that  “ exciting  ” factors  if  continuous  in  operation 
have  a longer  time  in  which  to  become  effective.  An 
increased  incidence  in  cancer  seems  to  be  closely 
associated  with  an  increased  average  age  in  any 
population  if  the  sample  population  is  not  a selected 
one.  Also,  it  may  be  that  old  age  in  itself  brings 
about  changes  in  tissue  activity  which  result  in 
a cancerous  state. 

Of  the  “ predisposing  ” factors  cited  at  times  are 
the  influence  of  diet  or  again  heredity.  Neither  of 
these  factors  has  ever  been  shown  to  play  a definite 
role  in  causing  human  cancer. 

There  is  no  known  preventive  measure  of  general 
application  in  the  control  of  cancer  incidence  but 
much  can  be  done  to  prevent  death  from  this  cause 
in  many  cases,  and  to  considerably  ameliorate  or 
extend  life  in  others.  Persons  who  suffer  from  chronic 
sores  or  ulcers  of  the  skin  or  mouth  or  chronic  digestive 
troubles  or  discharges  should  seek  medical  advice  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  since  surgical  treatment 
or  radiation  offer  considerable  hope  of  recovery  in 
early  cancer. 

Even  those  cases  of  cancer  in  which  there  has  been 
a considerable  amount  of  delay  in  seeking  medical 
aid  may  hope  for  a certain  degree  of  relief  and  in 
some  cases  an  extension  of  life  for  many  years  which 
would  not  be  forthcoming  without  skilled  medical 
intervention. 

There  are  ample  facilities  in  this  city  for  the  several 
types  of  treatment  advocated  in  the  different  forms 
of  this  disease.  Surgical  treatment,  radiation  and 
deep-ray  therapy  are  fully  provided  for  in  the  various 
hospitals  and  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of  these  services 
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the  patient  has  merely  to  consult  his  physician  or 
visit  one  of  the  out-patient  departments  of  the  general 
hospitals  as  soon  as  he  becomes  aware  of  an  ailment 
that  is  tending  to  become  chronic,  such  ailments  as 
have  already  been  referred  to. 

Table  16. 


Age-Distribution  of  Cancer  Deaths,  ] 932-1936. 


Under 
1 year 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  + > 

Total 

1932  ... 

1 

1 

9 

jLi 

54 

279 

147 

484 

1933  ... 

— 

— 

5 

47 

253 

173 

478 

1934  ... 

— 

2 

— 

190 

311 

41 

544 

1935  ... 

— 

— 

4 

157 

313 

53 

527 

1936  ... 

— 

— 

— 

46 

287 

227 

540 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  caused  242  deaths  (127 
being  males,  and  115  females)  among  children  under 
two  years  of  age  in  1937,  which  is  14  below  the  number 
in  1936,  and  49  above  the  average  (193)  for  the  three- 
year  period  1934-36  ; and  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of 
•51  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Of  the  total  deaths 
registered,  194,  or  80-17  per  cent,  were  amongst 
children  under  six  months" : 39  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year ; 45  in  the  second  ; 
105  in  the  third,  and  53  in  the  last  quarter.  An 
analysis  of  these  deaths  is  presented  in  Table  17,  and 
it  may  be  noted  how  important  this  cause  of  death  is 
in  the  infant  at  the  milk  feeding  age. 


Table  17. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis,  1937. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Per  cent. 

Under  6 months 

110 

84 

194 

80  17 

6 months- 1 year 

16 

28 

44 

18  18 

] year -2  years  ... 

1 

3 

4 

1 61 

127 

115 

242 

100-00 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough,  like  Measles,  is  not  a compulsory 
notifiable  disease  in  the  City  of  Dublin.  Indications 
as  to  its  incidence,  however,  can  only  be  judged  by 
the  deaths  registered.  During  the  year  1937  there 
were  73  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause,  representing  a 
rate  of  *15  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  57  deaths  and  a rate  of  • 12  in  1936.  An  exami- 
nation of  the  annual  deaths  recorded  from  this  cause 
since  1928,  shown  in  Table  19  will  reveal  that  the 
figure  rises  and  falls  in  alternate  years  as  a result  of  the 
epidemics  which  recur  in  periodic  fashion,  births 
bringing  the  required  susceptibles  for  these  epidemics  in 
our  population.  The  regular  undulation  faltered  in 
1930,  but  at  this  point  also  took  place  the  considerable 
population  change  already  referred  to  in  an  earlier 
section  of  this  Report.  Since  that  time  the  periodicity 
seems  to  have  resumed  its  earlier  character,  until 
1937  in  which  year  we  find  73  deaths  when  a lesser 
number  was  anticipated.  However,  this  figure  refers 
to  Whooping  Cough  deaths  ; the  number  of  cases  may 
not  have  been  correspondingly  high. 

In  Table  18  is  set  out  the  age-sex  distribution  of 
deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  in  1937;  72,  or  98-63 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  5 
years  of  age,  and  approximately  40  per  cent,  occurred 
in  the  first  year  of  life.  Whooping  Cough  not  only 
causes  numerous  deaths  in  infants  and  young  children, 
but  frequently  is  a cause  of  permanent  physical  defect 
in  the  survivor.  The  catarrhal  state  of  the  lungs 
which  frequently  results  from  this  infection  present  a 
favourable  site  for  the  development  of  Tuberculosis. 

Table  18. 


Deaths  from  Whooi*ing  Cough,  City  of  Dublin,  1937. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Per  cent. 

0-1 

13 

17 

30 

41  09 

1-2 

13 

10 

23 

31-52 

2 D • • • 

8 

11 

19 

26  02 

5-7 

1 

— 

1 

1-37 

35 

38 

73 

100  00 

c 
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Table  19  shows  the  age-distribution  of  Whooping- 
Cough  deaths  over  the  decennial  period  1928-1937, 
and  stresses  the  relative  importance  of  this  cause  of 
deaths  in  those  under  5 years  of  age. 

Table  19. 


Age-Distribution  of  Whooping-Cough  Deaths,  1928-1937. 


Under 
1 year 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

1928 

10 

6 

1 

17 

1929 

37 

47 

3 

87 

1930 

36 

29 

2 

67 

1931 

19 

12 

— 

31 

1932 

66 

53 

2 

121 

1933 

26 

15 

1 

42 

1934 

50 

35 

3 

88 

1935 

10 

7 

1 

18 

1936 

46 

10 

1 

57 

1397 

30 

42 

1 

73 

Total  Deaths  ... 

330 

256 

15 

601 

Per  cent.  Deaths 

54-92 

42-59 

2-49 

100 ■ 00 

MEASLES. 

Measles  is  not  included  in  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases  which  are  required  to  be  notified  by  Medical 
Practitioners,  so  that  no  actual  figures  as  to  its  yearly 
incidence  are  available.  Like  Whooping  Cough  and 
other  non -notifiable  diseases,  its  incidence  is  ascer- 
tainable only  from  the  deaths  registered.  During 
the  year  1937,  46  deaths  were  registered  from  this 
cause,  of  which  number  43,  or  93  • 48  per  cent,  were  of 
children  under  5 years  of  age.  Ninety  deaths  occurred 
from  this  cause  in  1936,  and  1931  with  223  deaths 
represents  the  last  severe  epidemic  of  Measles.  On 
consulting  Table  21  the  deaths  from  this  cause  are 
seen  to  have  been  relatively  high  in  number  in  the 
years  1928  and  1931. 

Table  20  sets  out  the  age-sex  distribution  of  the 
deaths  recorded  during  1937,  and  Table  21  gives  the 
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age-distribution  of  deaths  from  Measles  over  the  past 
ten  years.  It  may  be  seen  from  Table  21  that  94-87 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  amongst  children 
under  5 years  of  which  24-  29  per  cent,  were  in  the  first 
year  of  life.  A close  inspection  of  this  Table  will 
reveal  the  relative  importance  of  this  disease  as  a 
cause  of  death  in  very  young  children. 


Table  20. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Per  cent. 

0-1 

5 

9 

14 

1-2 

14 

7 

21 

2-3 

1 

2 

3 

^ =93-48 

3-4 

1 

1 

2 

4-5 

2 

1 

3 

J 

5-9 

10+> 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6-52 

25 

21 

46 

100-00 

Table  21. 

Age- Distribution  of  Measles  Deaths,  1928 — 1937. 


Year 

Under 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

1 vear 
«/ 

1928  ... 

28 

124 

8 

160 

1929  ... 

1 

2 

— 

3 

1930  ... 

15 

65 

5 

85 

1931 

44 

172 

7 

223 

1932  ... 

8 

34 

— ■ 

42 

1933  ... 

9 

58 

5 

72 

1934  ... 

3 

8 

— 

11 

1935  ... 

47 

35 

5 

87 

1936  ... 

30 

51 

9 

90 

1937  ... 

14 

29 

3 

46 

Total  Deaths 

199 

578 

42 

819 

Per  cent.  Deaths 

24-29 

70  • 58 

5-13 

100-00 

c 2 
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The  Returns  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
years  1935,  1936  and  1937  are  given  in  Table  22. 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 
are  not  notifiable  in  Dublin,  thus  accounting  for 
the  blank  entries  under  these  headings. 


Table  22. 

Return  of  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Notified  under  the  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,”  and  the  “ Tuberculosis  Prevention  (Ireland) 
Act,  1908  ” (Registrar-General’s  Return). 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Enteric  Fever 

22 

53 

44 

Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

907 

1,768 

1,075 

Diphtheria 

936 

870 

810 

Erysipelas 

158 

188 

130 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

23 

18 

13 

Malaria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal 
Pneumonia 

135 

120 

156 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

19 

33 

38 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— • 

— ■ 

1 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

545 

690 

587 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

9 

Total  ... 

2,747 

3,746 

2,856 
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Table  23  is  given  below,  showing  the  number  of 
cases  of  the  undermentioned  diseases  treated  during 
the  year  1937  in  the  principal  Dublin  Hospitals  in 
which  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  received.  The 
number  of  cases  received  at  Vergemount  Hospital, 
Clonskea,  are  also  appended  in  Table  24. 


CO 


Q 

P 

H 

P 

Ph 

H 

CO 

P 

co 

<1 

P 

co 


P 

P 

& 

o 


CO 

p 

<1 

EH 

M 

Ph 

CO 

O 


Ph  ^ 


P 

P 

P 


Ph 
P 
P 

gp 

Ph 


P 

W 

Eh 

Ph 

O 


o 

£ 
M 

Ph 

P 

CO  P 

p w 

CO  Eh 
^ . 
o £ 

M 

P " — ' 

o m 

P P 

P 

PP 

^ co 
P 

r-.  CO 
P co 
fcd  i-h 

^ rt 
O P 


£ 

o 

H 

co 


CO 

<M 

P 

P 

ffl 

<1 


p 

W 

Ei 

O 

£ 

M 

Ph 

P 

P 


38 


Table  24. 

VERGEMOUNT  HOSPITAL,  CLONSKEA. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  for  1937. 


Diseases 

No.  of 
Cases  in 
Hospital 

No. 

Died 

No.  of 
Cases 
Recovered 

Diphtheria 

119 

14 

105 

Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

332 

6 

326 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Varicella  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Measles  ... 

4 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

467 

99 

445 

As  may  be  seen  from  the  above  statement  the 
number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  hospital  from 
all  causes  numbered  22,  and  this  gives  a mortality 
rate  of  4 A per  cent  for  all  admissions. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

In  the  year  1937  there  were  810  cases  of  Diphtheria 
recorded.  This  figure  reveals  a continued  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  from  the  peak  figure  of  1073 
returned  in  1933.  Apparently  the  crest  of  the  epidemic 
wave  has  passed,  but  the  disease  as  it  is  seen  to  the 
present  time,  is  still  very  virulent  in  form,  and  carries 
a high  case-fatality  rate.  There  were  84  deaths  from 
this  disease  in  1937  which  represents  a fatality- 
rate  of  10-4  per  cent.  Accordingly  any  abatement  in  the 
notifications  of  this  disease  must  be  regarded  as  the 
direct  result  of  immunization,  both  natural  and  arti- 
ficial, rather  than  the  result  of  any  diminished  viru- 
lence of  the  infecting  strains  present  in  our  population. 

Diphtheria  is  one  of  the  few  diseases  from  which 
the  individual  can  be  protected  by  artificial  means 
which  preclude  the  risk  incurred  in  depending  on  the 
haphazard  methods  of  Nature.  This  protection  is 
offered  to  the  children  of  the  City  of  Dublin  in  the 
form  of  an  immunization  scheme  which  caters  for 
school-going  children,  and  also  those  of  the  pre- 
school age-groups.  The  figures  set  out  in  Table  25 
show  the  numbers  who  availed  of  immunization  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1932,  classified  for  age 
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and  sex  in  the  year  in  which  protected.  Although 
the  total  figures  immunized  from  year  to  year  show  an 
increase,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  under  5 years 
group  does  not  show  either  the  same  proportion  of 
those  living  at  that  age  protected,  or  the  progressive 
increase  of  protections  ” within  the  group,  as  do 
the  older  age-groups.  This  state  of  affairs  is  particu- 
larly undesirable  wrhen  it  is  known,  as  Table  26  will 

show,  that  diphtheria  is  decidedly  more  fatal  in  this 

% 

age-group  than  at  any  other  period  of  life.  More 
than  50  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  recorded  from  this 
cause  in  the  past  ten  years  have  been  in  this  age- 
group.  A further  consideration  in  the  case  of  these 
young  children  is  the  fact  that  they  vTill  shortly  be 
entering  on  school  life  when  they  wrill  be  brought  into 
intimate  contact  with  a school  population  which  must 
necessarily  have  a high  carrier  ” rate,  since  they  are 
school  children  who  have  lived  through  a diphtheria 
epidemic.  Table  29  gives  the  Diphtheria  notifications 
classified  for  age  and  sex  and  the  month  of  occurrence. 


41 


1C 

Cl 

W 

d 

m 

<1 

t-i 

k.  1 


B 

o 

M 

H 

<1 

N 

f-H 

B 

P 

£ 

£ 

P 

H 

H 

W 

EH 

w 

CH 

M 

ft 

I 

M 

H 

B 

<1 


CO 

O 

rH 

GO 

L- 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

P 

X 

rH 

c3 

CO 

GO 

1> 

rH 

P~ 

+-< 

q 

CO 

CO" 

ic 

rH 

co 

H 

rH 

Cl 

rH 

CO 

o 

r ( 

o3 

i> 

o 

p 

o 

rH 

CO 

GO 

1C 

CO 

o 

t— 

£ 

0 

rv 

CO 

r> 

rH 

1C 

rH 

cf 

X 

1 - 

CO 

CO 

p 

o 

0 

1C 

GO 

i - 

1 - 

1- 

p 

c6 

rH 

Cl 

1C 

i> 

1— 1 

t" 

p 

P 

Hr 

rO 

r-T 

pH 

0) 

r-P 

P 

1C 

1C 

pH 

c6 

o 

pH 

o 

Cl 

ic 

a 

p 

Cl 

CO 

rH 

CO 

CO 

CO 

0 

Ph 

r\ 

Cl 

r\ 

Cl 

ic 

CO 

O 

CO 

»c 

• 

rH 

r\ 

B 

0 

Cl 

P 

rH 

>c 

Cl 

rH 

o 

eg 

CO 

co 

P 

X 

1C 

rH 

H 

■ — i 

p 

CO 

GO 

rH 

X 

H 

o 

H 

C\ 

Cl 

c\ 

Cl 

ic 

© 

H 

Cl 

1C 

I- 

ic 

CO 

O 

P3 

c3 

I - 

P 

X 

o 

H 

f— 1 

CO 

CO 

CO 

p 

Pm 

1C 

CO 

0 

PP 

cf 

#\ 

CO 

ic 

1C 

pH 

P 

co 

co 

o 

CH 

© 

ic 

#\ 

o 

Ph 

H 

rH 

CO 

ic 

1C 

co 

Cl 

PH 

rg 

rH 

1C 

oo 

CO 

1C 

CO 

rs 

Cl 

rH 

CO 

rv 

1C 

CO 

ic 

pH 

H 

w 

0 

r— 1 

Cl 

CO 

1C 

rH 

C$ 

P 

i - 

CO 

Cl 

i - 

H 

B 

P 

d 

H 

0 

1C 

c\ 

H 

CO 

r, 

rH 

CO 

pH 

r, 

P 

CO 

ic 

M 

CO 

© 

- 

Q 

H-i 

X 

0 

Co 

co 

ic 

X 

N 

P 

1C 

i- 

o 

p 

X 

M 

B 

P 

1C 

rv 

rH 

CO 

c\ 

Cl 

CO 

rs 

rH 

Cl 

r, 

1C 

£ 

0 

£ 

CO 

P 

■co 

CO 

Cl 

! — 1 

cS 

CO 

Cl 

CO 

CO 

s 

W 

EH 

CO 

s 

0 

CO 

CO 

co 

r\ 

rH 

Cl 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Ph 

pH 

rv 

CO 

Ph 

o 

rH 

0 

CO 

CC 

1C 

1C 

Cl 

CO 

CO 

O' 

B 

H 

CO 

1C 

ic 

o 

<5 

pH 

M 

EH 

P 

© 

1C 

CO 

1- 

iC 

P 

cS 

CO 

p 

rH 

CO 

H 

P 

Ph 

a 

CO 

p 

o 

rv 

I- 

Cl 

0 

1 

o 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

H 

CO 

Cl 

fi 

rH 

0 

l- 

t— 

00 

Cl 

M 

c6 

CO 

1C 

rH 

pH 

P 

U1 

i 

L''* 

CO 

rH 

rv 

p 

0 

p 

<1 

c3 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

a 

GO 

CO 

rH 

CO 

, — i 

0 

Cl 

Cl 

1 

1C 

pp 

CO 

Ph 

rH 

CO 

1—1 

0 

t> 

o 

o 

l> 

i— i 

c3 

P 

co 

rH 

rH 

X 

CO 

Cl 

ic 

0 

P H 

eg 

CO 

ic 

p 

ic 

B 

CO 

ic 

CO 

o 

0 

CO 

rH 

1 

p 

• p 

CO 

Ph 

i-C 

CO 

CO 

1 — 1 

^0 

p 

CO 

Cl 

CO 

c3 

CO 

CO 

1 

1C 

P 

Cl 

rH 

1 

p 

r^4 

co 

0 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

j 

A 

bO 

<1 

p 

CO 

rH 

1 

+ 

1 

1 

o 

1C 

o 

1C 

rH 

rH 

42 


Table  26. 

Estimated  Diphtheria  Attack-Rates  at  Ages, 
City  of  Dublin,  1937. 


Age 

Estimated 

Population 

Attack  Rate 
per  1,000 

0-4 

V JL  • • • • • • 

50,645 

5-7 

5-9 

42,338 

6-8 

10-14 

42,622 

2-8 

15  -j->  ...  ... 

336,395 

0-3 

Table  27. 

City  of  Dublin  Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths,  1937, 
Classified  for  Age  and  Sex  Incidence. 


Age 

Males 

Females 

Toi 

[’AL 

Fatality 

Rate 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

0-4 

163 

25 

130 

22 

293 

47 

160 

5-9 

148 

16 

139 

17 

287 

33 

11  *5 

10-14 

60 

— 

60 

1 

120 

1 

0-8 

15+> 

41 

1 

69 

2 

110 

3 

2-7 

412 

42 

398 

42 

810 

84 

10-4 

K 
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Table  28. 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria,  City  of  Dublin,  1928-1937. 


0-4 

5-14 

15  + > 

Total. 

1928  ... 

33 

9 

1 

43 

1929  ... 

41 

18 

— 

59 

1930  ... 

45 

30 

3 

78 

1931  ... 

50 

19 

3 

72 

1932  ... 

47 

33 

2 

82 

1933  ... 

55 

55 

— 

110 

1934  ... 

32 

42 

2 

76 

1935  ... 

49 

36 

4 

89 

1936  ... 

56 

49 

5 

110 

1937  ... 

47 

34 

3 

84 

Total  Deaths 

455 

325 

23 

803 

Per  cent.  Deaths 

56  • 67 

40-47 

2-86 

100 • 00 

City  of  Dublin  Diphtheria  Cases,  1936. 
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Total... 810. 
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Table  30. 

Number  of  Children  Immunized  against  Diphtheria. 


Year 

Pre-School 

School 

Total 

1930 

627 

327 

954 

1931 

653 

466 

1,119 

1932 

1,372 

835 

2,207 

1933 

1,862 

1,300 

3,162 

1934 

3,100 

6,359 

9,459 

1935 

4,418 

26,516 

30,934 

1936 

4,866 

6,637 

11,503 

1937 

2,762 

1,316 

4,078 

1930-1937 

19,660 

43,756 

63,416 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  1937,  1,075  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  reported,  a case  rate  of  2-28  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  Of  these  cases,  26  proved  fatal,  making 
a mortality  rate  of  -06  per  thousand  of  the  popula- 
tion. These  cases  will  be  found  classified  for  age 
and  sex  and  month  of  occurrence  in  Table  33. 

The  age-sex  distribution  of  deaths  registered  from 
this  cause  will  be  found  in  Table  31.  It  may  be 
noticed  that  of  the  total  deaths,  50*00  per  cent, 
occurred  amongst  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

In  .Table  32  the  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  at  various 
ages  are  given  for  the  period  1928-37.  Approximately 
two-thirds  of  the  deaths  from  this  disease  in  the 
City  of  Dublin  occur  in  children  under  5 years  of  age. 
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Table  31. 


Ages. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Per  Cent. 

0—4  ...  ... 

6 

7 

13 

50-00 

5-9 

4 

3 

7 

26-92 

10-14  ... 

1 

— 

1 

3-86 

15+> 

— 

5 

5 

19*22 

11 

15 

26 

100*00 

Table  32. 

Age-Distribution  of  Scarlet  Fever  Deaths,  1928-37. 


0-4 

5-14 

15 

Total 

1928  ... 

3 

2 

9 

7 

1929  ... 

8 

4 . 

— 

12 

1930  ... 

8 

2 

— 

10 

1931  ... 

14 

5 

— 

19 

1932  ... 

13 

7 

4 

24 

1933  ... 

8 

— • 

1 

9 

1934  ... 

4 

— 

— - 

4 

1935  ... 

12 

2 

4 

18 

1936  ... 

48 

15 

3 

66 

1937  ... 

13 

8 

5 

26 

Total  Deaths 

131 

45 

19 

195 

Per  cent.  Deaths 

67*19 

23  • 07 

9*74 

100*00 

City  of  Dublin — Scarlet  Fever  Cases  1936. — Classified  in  Ace  and  Sex  Groups. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

During  the  year  1937  there  occurred  44  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever,  which  represents  a case-rate  of  0-09 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  There  was  1 death 
recorded  from  this  disease,  which  is  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  -00  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1930 
there  were  1 1 deaths  from  Enteric  Fever  out  of  a total 
of  53  cases. 

The  number  of  cases  in  1937  is  6 above  the  average 
for  the  decennial  period,  1927-36. 

Although  the  absolute  increase  in  the  Enteric  Fever 
rate  cited  has  to  be  recorded,  it  is  not  to  be  considered 
that  this  disease  existed  in  epidemic  form  in  the 
accepted  meaning  of  the  term.  “ Contact  infection  ” 
accounted  for  a certain  proportion  of  the  cases,  and 
in  no  instance  was  a case,  or  group  of  cases,  traced  to 
an  infected  milk  supply  or  other  common  food  source. 

When  it  is  known  that  thousands  of  people  in  this 
City  are  compelled  to  live  in  homes  in  which  there 
are  not  adequate  sanitary  conveniences,  and  that  many 
of  these  people  have  perforce  to  use  lavatories  common 
to  several  families,  which  really  represent  little 
advance  (if  any)  on  the  privy  closets  of  earlier  times 
when  there  were  hundreds  of  cases  annually  in  the 
City,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Enteric  Fever  attack- 
rate  is  not  even  higher  than  it  actually  is  at  the 
moment. 

Many  of  the  lavatories  referred  to  are  neglected,  as 
common  property  inevitably  is,  and  generally  very 
much  misused.  It  can  readily  be  understood  how  the 
intervention  of  flies  alone  could  account  for  the  trans- 
mission of  much  of  this  disease  as  it  is  seen  at  the 
present  time. 
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Needless  to  say,  there  are  4 carriers  ’ and  missed  cases 
in  our  population,  and  of  these  a certain  proportion 
must  necessarily  use  the  type  of  lavatory  to  which 
reference  has  been  made.  The  solution  to  this  minor 
public  health  problem  is  the  provision  of  sanitary 
accommodation  for  each  dwelling  as  is  being  provided 
in  all  modern  housing  schemes. 


Table  34  sets  out  the  age-distribution  of  the  deaths 
from  Enteric  Fever  as  recorded  during  the  period 
1928-37.  The  age-selection  of  death  from  this  disease 
conforms  to  general  experience.  About  two-thirds 
of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  above  15  years  of 
age. 


Table  34. 


Age -Distribution  of  Enteric  Fever  Deaths,  1928-37 


Under 
1 year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

65  -j-> 

Total 

1928 

3 

3 

1929 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1930 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1931 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1932 

— 

— 

1 

13 

— 

— 

14 

1933 

— 

— 

4 

4 

1 

— ■ 

9 

1934 

— 

— 

8 

3 

— 

— 

11 

1935 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

O 

mJ 

1936 

— 

— 

1 

8 

2 

— 

11 

1937 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total  Deaths 

— 

— 

16 

37 

4 

— 

57 

Per  cent. 
Deaths  ... 

— 

— 

28-07 

64-91 

7-02 

— 

100-00 

D 
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DYSENTERY. 

During  the  year  1937  one  case  of  Dysentery  was 
reported  in  the  City. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

There  were  38  notifications  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Menin- 
gitis received  during  the  year,  representing  a case  rate 
of  -08  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Deaths  from  this 
cause,  ascertained  from  the  Registrar-General’s  weekly 
returns  of  deaths,  numbered  28,  equivalent  to  a rate 
of  -06  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

Deaths  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica  numbered  2, 
representing  a rate  of  -004  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion. 


ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
notified  during  the  year  1937. 


TYPHUS  FEVER. 

There  Were  no  cases  of  Typhus  Fever  notified  in 
the  City  of  Dublin  in  1937. 


TUBERCULOSIS  INSTITUTIONS 


53 


TUBERCULOSIS  STAFF. 

Chief  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer : 

J.  T.  Daniel,  L.R.C.P.I.  AND  L.M.,  L.R.C.S.I.  AND  L.M., 

D.P.H. 

Assistant  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers  : 

G.  Sheehan,  l.r.c.p.  and  s.i.,  d.p.h. 

J.  Duffys  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Dentist  : 

F.  C.  Tucker. 

Compounders  : 

E.  M.  O’ Flanagan. 

P,  P.  Buckley. 

Nursing  Staff : 

Nurses  Magrane,  Doyle,  Boland,  McHale,  Brangan, 
McCarthy,  Considine,  Cleary. 

Crooksling  Sanatorium. 

Resident  Medical  Superintendent  : 

A.  J.  Walsh,  m.b.  etc. 

Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Pigeon  House  Road. 

Medical  Superintendent  : 

Dr.  Harrington,  l.r.c.p.i.  and  l.m, 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUBLIN. 

Report  by  Dr.  Joseph  T.  Daniel,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  on 
Administration  of  Sanatorium  Benefit  for  Year  1937. 

I 

In  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  City  Bound- 
ary, a new  Dispensary  was  provided  in  the  year  1933 
at  the  Meath  Hospital  premises  to  deal  with  cases 
from  the  Added  Areas  on  the  South  side  and  from 
portion  of  the  old  South  City.  An  additional  staff  of 
one  doctor,  two  nurses  and  a compounder,  was 
appointed. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,384  primary 
attendances  were  recorded  at  the  Dispensaries  of 
which  1,213  or  50-46%  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis.  Table  A shows  the  number  of 
new  cases  examined  at  the  Dispensaries  each  month 
during  the  year. 

Table  A. 


Month. 

Charles 

Street 

Dispensary. 

Meath 

Hospital 

Dispensary. 

Total. 

January 

152 

74 

226 

February 

164 

51 

215 

March 

134 

47 

181 

April 

187 

82 

269 

May 

188 

93 

281 

June 

152 

66 

218 

July 

125 

38 

163 

August 

120 

40 

160 

September  ... 

129 

57 

186 

October 

121 

66 

187 

November 

127 

62 

189 

December 

70 

39 

109 

Total  ... 

1 ,669 

715 

2,384 
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Table  B shows  the  total  number  of  attendances 
of  old  cases  at  the  Dispensaries  and  under  observation 
at  the  beginning  of  each  month. 


Table  B. 


Month. 

Charles 

Street 

Dispensary. 

Meath 

Hospital 

Dispensary. 

Total. 

January 

1,964 

885 

2,849 

February 

1,789 

865 

2,654 

March  ...  ... 

1,766 

841 

2,607 

April 

1,999 

860 

2,859 

May 

1 ,750 

996 

2,746 

June 

1,825 

937 

2,762 

J ulv 

1,648 

816 

2,464 

August 

1 ,589 

748 

2,337 

September  ... 

1,775 

833 

2,608 

October 

1,759 

842 

2,601 

November 

1,798 

916 

2,714 

December 

1,518 

726 

2,244 

Total 

21,180 

10,265 

31,445 

Table  C shows  the  number  of  domiciliary  visits 
paid  by  nurses  during  the  year  1936. 

Table  C. 


Month . 

Charles 

Street 

Dispensary. 

Meath 

Hospital 

Dispensary. 

Total 

January 

929 

568 

1,497 

February 

856 

546 

1 ,402 

March 

903 

584 

1 ,487 

April 

1,005 

676 

1,681 

May 

907 

536 

1 ,443 

June 

843 

690 

1,533 

July 

758 

639 

1,397 

August 

954 

565 

1,519 

September  ... 

709 

568 

1,277 

October 

726 

579 

1 ,305 

November 

944 

61 1 

1 ,555 

December 

888 

588 

1,476 

Total 

10,422 

7,150 

17,572 
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During  the  year  1937,  1,011  domiciliary  visits  were 
paid  by  the  Medical  Officers  and  686  contacts  were 
examined. 

Number  of  Dwellings  notified  for  Disinfection  ...  706 

Number  of  Dwellings  notified  as  Insanitary  ...  82 


Occupations  of  New  Patients. 

Air  Force 

Attendants 

Apprentices 

Butchers 

Bakers 

Clerks 

Children — Male  ... 

„ Female 
Carpenters 
Checkers 
Chefs 

Civic  Guards 

Dealers 

Domestics 

Ex-National  Army 

«/ 

Ex- British  Army 
Electricians 
Insurance  Agents 
Factory  Hands  ... 

Fitters 

Hoi  ise  wives 

Hairdressers 

Library  Assistants 

Labourers 

Laundrers 

Messengers 

Motor  Drivers 

Mechanics 

Nurses 

No  Occupation  ... 

Porters 

Painters 

Postmen 

Railway  Workers 
.Shop  Assistants  ... 

Students 

Sanitary  Inspectors 
Shoe  Makers 
Tailors 


1 

2 

3 
2 

1 

23 

20 

33 

6 

1 

2 

1 

4 
16 

1 

10 

1 

2 

51 

8 

82 

1 

2 

47 

1 

9 

6 

3 

O 

O 

33 

7 

4 
2 
2 

18 

3 

1 

o 

•> 

6 
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Tailoresses  ...  •••  •••  •••  ™ 

Van  Drivers 

Typists  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Travellers  ...  ...  ...  •••  ^ 

Waiters  ...  ...  ...  •••  - 

Waitresses  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Other  Occupations  ...  ...  •••  19 

Total  ...  ...  ...  472 

TUBERCULOSIS  INSTITUTIONS. 

Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Pigeon  House  Road. 

During  the  year  1937,  133  cases  were  admitted 
to  this  hospital  as  compared  with  137  in  1936.  101 

cases  were  discharged.  Deaths  numbered  42  as  com- 
pared with  48  in  1936.  Cases  in  a far-advanced  stage 
of  the  disease  are  hospitalized  in  this  Institution. 

Crooksling  Sanatorium. 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 

ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES. 


During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937,  the 
admissions  and  discharges  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Patients 
Remaining, 
Dec.  31st,  1936 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

Trans- 
ferred 
to  other 
Hospitals 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st 
1937 

172 

388 

334 

12 

42 

172 

The  388  patients  admitted  may  be  classified  accord- 
ing to  sex  and  age  periods  : — 


15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65— 

Total 

Males  ...  ...  65 

65 

52 

25 

12 

— 

219 

I 

Females  ...  ...  84 

43 

30 

9 

3 

— 

169 

58 


As  in  the  previous  year,  the  greatest  number  of 
female  patients  admitted  was  in  the  age-group  15-24. 
The  male  patients  on  the  other  hand  showed  equal 
numbers  for  the  periods  15-24  and  25-34,  the  latter 
group  having  the  greatest  number  last  year. 

It  was  gratifying  to  note  an  improvement  in  the 
type  of  case  admitted  especially  towards  the  close  of 
the  year,  and  of  the  “ moderate^  advanced  ” cases 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  suitable  for  one 
or  other  of  the  special  forms  of  treatment.  The 
admissions  can  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Class  A 

101 

77 

178 

„ B1  ... 

5 

3 

8 

„ B2  ... 

93 

70 

163 

,,  B3 

20 

19 

39 

Of  the  patients  discharged  no  less  than  71  were 
classed  as  “ quiescent.”  This  is  accounted  for  to  a 
large  extent  by  the  fact  that  quite  a number  of  patients 
were  admitted  in  whom  active  disease  was  not  marked, 
and  consequently  after  a few  months  they  were  ready 
for  home.  The  figures  for  44  discharges,  deaths,  and 
transfers  ” were  as  follows  : — 


Quiescent  ...  ...  71 

Improved  ...  ...  164 

Not  Improved  ...  98 

Worse  ...  ...  43 

Died  ...  ...  12 

388 


Total  . . . 
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These  figures  may  be  re-arranged  according  to  the 
classification  : — 


Class 

,Tlg!y-aan.miT  ■■;a.  -.rClSJT 

Quiescent 

-as.  I'lMira  ujw--artBiTJisnn-*eji  ragsg^ 

Improved 

Not 

Improved 

Worse 

Died 

Total 

Class  A 

56 

63 

39 

6 

2 

166 

B1 

r* 

/ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

B2 

8 

97 

44 

4 

1 

154 

B3 

— 

3 

15 

33 

9 

60 

Total 

71 

164 

98 

43 

12 

388 

TREATMENT. 

Treatment  was  directed  along  the  usual  Sanatorium 
lines  as  in  the  previous  year : — 

(a)  Graduated  Exercise. 

Graduated  Exercise  remained  the  basic  general 
routine  treatment  for  all  patients,  the  patient  being 
put  on  work  requiring  increasing  amounts  of  exertion. 
The  temperature  and  the  pulse-rate  were  taken  as 
guiding  factors  as  to  the  patient’s  suitability  for  the 
grade  of  exercise  prescribed. 

(b)  Artificial  Pneumothorax. 

The  number  of  cases  on  this  line  of  treatment  was 
63,  of  whom  24  were  induced  here  and  20  were  induced 
elsewhere  prior  to  being  admitted  here.  In  one 
instance  bilateral  selective  collapse  was  instituted, 
giving  a total  of  25  inductions  in  the  Sanatorium. 
In  another  instance  bilateral  selective  collapse  was 
contemplated,  but  such  was  the  degree  of  improvement 
on  the  uncollapsed  side  after  induction  on  the  other 
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that  unilateral  treatment  was  continued  with  very 
satisfactory  results.  The  work  carried  out  may  be 
summarised  as-  follows  : — 


Number  of  patients  treated  ...  63 

Number  of  inductions  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  cases  induced  elsewhere  20 
Number  of  refills  given  ...  ...  798 

Number  of  aspirations  and  air  replace- 
ment ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  cases  terminated,  due  to  : — 

(i)  inadequate  collapse  ...  3 

(ii)  advance  of  disease  ...  3 

6 

Number  of  cases  with  treatment  com- 
pleted ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  patients  continuing  elsewhere  13 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  with  regard  to  the 
small  incidence  of  fluid-formation  among  our  pneu- 
mothorax patients.  The  routine  followed  has  been 
that  of  rest  in  bed  ” for  three  weeks  following  the 
induction,  small  and  frequent  refills,  and  the  avoidance 
of  a positive  11  average  intrapleural  pressure.  Where 
fluid  occurred,  the  average  intrapleural  pressure  was 
put  well  on  the  66  negative  ” side  and  the  fluid  gradually 
became  absorbed.  On  only  eight  occasions  was 
aspiration  necessary. 

One  case  with  a purulent  effusion  was  put  on  irriga- 
tion with  0/5%  Dettol  Solution  towards  the  end  of  the 
preceding  year.  Early  this  year  the  strength  of  the 
Dettol  Solution  was  increased  to  2%  and  after  only 
three  irrigations  the  fluid  disappeared. 

(c)  Oleo-sanocrysin. 

The  use  of  “ Gold  ” was  continued  in  cases  suitable 
for  the  treatment.  Despite  the  difficulty  in  assessing 
the  true  value  of  this  measure  and  in  attributing 
improvement  to  the  gold  salts,  I am  of  the  opinion 
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that  this  treatment  is  probably  beneficial.  In  a 
number  of  the  cases  treated  subsequent  x-ray  examina- 
tion showed  remarkable  improvement,  and  in  two 
instances  one  lung  cleared  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
was  possible  to  commence  treatment  by  artificial 
pneumothorax  to  deal  with  cavitation  in  the  opposite 
lung.  The  following  is  a resume  of  the  work  done  : — 


Number  of  patients  treated  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  new  cases  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  courses  commenced  ...  109 

Number  of  courses  completed  ...  91 

Number  of  cases  terminated,  due  to  : — 

(i)  patient  being  unsuitable  6 

(ii)  patient  going  home  before  com- 

pletion of  1st  Course  ...  4 

— 10 

Number  of  injections  given  ...  ...  1,026 

Number  of  patients  going  home  after — 

(i)  completing  one  course  ...  ...  13 

(ii)  completing  two  courses  ...  4 


Number  of  patients  completing  treatment  1 1 

(d)  Ultra-violet  Light. 

Ultra-violet  light  was  given  by  the  general  Mercury 
Vapour  Lamp  and  the  local  Kromayer  Lamp.  The 
latter  proved  extremely  useful  and  successful  in  the 
treatment  of  sinuses.  The  number  of  patients  treated 
was  25  and  the  number  of  applications  was  701. 

(e)  Surgical  Treatment. 

Surgical  interference,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
the  Surgeons  of  the  City  Hospitals,  was  again  very 
small  consisting  of  only  four  cases  of  phrenicectomy. 

(f)  Insulin  and  Glucose. 

Insulin  and  glucose  was  again  given,  eight  patients 
being  so  treated.  The  results  on  the  whole  were 
encouraging,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
patients  chosen  were  not  particularly  suitable  for  any 
other  form  of  treatment. 
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X-RAY  DEPARTMENT. 

There  was  some  increase  in  the  work  of  this  depart- 
ment. The  number  of  films  taken  was  553,  which 
was  an  increase  of  100  over  the  number  of  films  taken 
during  the  previous  year.  507  fluoroscopic  examina- 
tions were  made. 

LABORATORY. 

The  number  of  sputum  examinations  made  was 
2,316.  The  return  as  to  the  condition  of  the  sputum 
on  the  patient’s  admission  and  again  on  the  patient’s 
discharge  is  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Condition  on 
Admission. 

Condition  on 
Discharge. 

Positive 

Positive 

139 

Negative 

Positive 

13 

Positive 

Negative 

35 

Negative 

Negative 

127 

Nil 

Nil 

74 

LARYNGOLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year  31  throat  examinations  were  made 
on  24  patients.  This  represents  the  start  of  a depart- 
ment which  is  an  essential  part  of  every  Sanatorium. 
Tubercular  involvement  of  the  larynx  often  causes 
no  symptoms  in  the  initial  stages,  and  it  is  only  by 
routine  examination  that  the  condition  is  recognised 
and  early  treatment  commenced. 

I regret  to  record  that  during  the  year  we  lost  through 
death  our  Matron,  Miss  Christina  Kelly.  She  was 
one  of  the  most  hard-working  members  of  the  Staff, 
conscientious  to  a degree  in  carrying  out  her  duties, 
and  I personally  feel  the  loss  of  a most  loyal  assistant. 

ARTHUR  J.  WALSH, 
Resident  Medical  Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  MATERNITY  AND 

CHILD  WELFARE 

Dr.  Kerry  Reddin,  L.R.C.P.  & S.I.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.C.V.S. 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 


Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Kerry  Reddin,  L.R.C.P.  & S.I.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Dr.  Margaret  Toiler,  L.R.C.S.I.  Part  time. 

Dental  Surgeons  : — 

J.  R.  Casey,  B.D.S.,  Al.  J.  O’Neill,  B.D.S. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Superintendent  : — Miss  M.  E.  Corny n. 

Assistant  Superintendent  : — Miss  E.  Healy. 

Nurses  : — A.  Foley,  M.  M.  Devane,  C.  Phillips,  E.  Do\le, 
W.  Brenan,  A.  Lynch,  M.  A.  O’Carroll,  K.  Coady,  M. 
Healy,  M.  Mojdan,  B.  Mullins,  J.  G.  Sullivan,  M.  Mills, 
M.  J.  O’Donovan,  A.  Tierney,  K.  Galvin,  A.  Quinlan,  S.  E. 
Duffy,  E.  Burke,  M.  A.  Cruise,  M.  McConville,  S.  Collins, 
M Lysaght. 


Clerical  Staff  : — 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Shiel,  Secretary. 

Miss  M.  Godwin,  Secretary,  Rathmines  and  Pembroke  Sub- 
Committee. 

Miss  F.  Carew,  Typist. 

Babies'  Clubs  Sub-Committee  : — 

Miss  M.  V.  Butler,  Secretary. 

Infant  Aid  Society  : — 

Miss  P.  Byrne,  B.Comrn.,  Secretary. 

Miss  G.  Coughlan,  Miss  F.  Coveney,  Mrs.  D.  McAndrew,  Miss 
E.  Quinlan,  Miss  J.  O’Mahony,  Miss  C.  Stanley. 
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For  the  Year  1937  there  has  again  been  an  increase 
in  the  volume  of  work  done  and  in  the  public  demand 
for  the  service.  A Joint  Inquiry  was  held  during 
the  year  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Sterling  Berry  of 
the  Local  Government  Department  into  Infant 
Mortality  and  its  causes  and  prevention.  The  findings 
of  this  Inquiry  stressed,  inter  alia , the  necessity  for 
the  extension  of  the  existent  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  services,  better  housing  and  better  education 
of  young  mothers  in  mothercraft  and  increased  hospital 
accommodation  for  sick  infants.  It  was  also  found 
that  many  of  the  expectant  mothers  were  suffering 
from  malnutrition.  These  factors  have  already  been 
referred  to  in  previous  annual  reports  of  this  Depart- 
ment. The  Maternal  mortality  rate  from,  the  reports 
of  the  three  City  Maternity  Hospitals  gives  great 
cause  for  satisfaction.  When  it  is  remembered  that  a 
high  proportion  of  these  cases  were  sent  to  hospital 
because  of  some  abnormality  the  significance  of  the 
results  will  be  evident  and  the  Masters  and  Staff  must 
be  congratulated. 

There  were  6,376  intern  cases  delivered  in  the 
Maternity  Hospitals  with  37  deaths,  a rate  of  0-58% 
and  4,305  cases  attended  on  the  district  with  5 deaths, 
a rate  of  0-12%,  surely  a wonderful  result.  As  a 
contrast  to  the  conditions  obtaining  ten  years  ago 
the  Maternity  Hospitals  are  now  finding  it  difficult 
to  deal  with  the  large  number  of  mothers  wishing  to 
be  confined  in  hospital  and  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
beds  it  becomes  necessary  to  develop  district  services, 
e.g.,  by  sending  out  accouchment  sets  from  the 
Hospitals,  as  it  also  will  be  necessary  in  the  immediate 
future  to  provide  some  mode  of  transport,  e.g.,  ambu- 
lances to  take  students  out,  and  where  necessary, 
patients  in,  from  out-lying  city  districts. 

Care  of  the  Expectant  Mother. 

Pre-natal  work  has  progressed  to  an  extraordinary 
extent  in  the  City.  Ten  years  ago  the  pre-natal 
departments  of  the  Maternity  Hospitals  were  poorly 
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developed  and  very  poorly  attended.  There  has  been 
a sustained  improvement  over  the  last  few  years  and 
for  1937  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  specially 
enlarge  these  departments  and  extra  medical  assistance 
will  soon  be  necessary.  At  these  departments  6,706 
expectant  mothers,  all  new  cases,  were  seen,  which 
represents  60%  of  the  city  birthrate.  In  the  year 
1927  only  850  mothers  so  attended.  Unquestionably 
this  increase  has  been  largely  due  to  propaganda  and 
advice  given  under  the  City  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  scheme  by  both  Health  Visitors  and  the 
Medical  Officers. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  new  budding  schemes, 
the  policy  of  the  City  Health  Authorities  in  the 
organisation  of  pre-natal  care  in  the  City  was  to  work 
in  close  co-operation  with  the  Maternity  Hospitals 
encouraging  them  to  carry  out  the  work  in  their  own 
extern  Departments  allocating  a grant  to  each  hospital 
for  services  rendered  under  the  Scheme. 

With  the  erection  of  houses  in  outlying  areas  it  is 
now  evident  that  Welfare  and  Pre-natal  clinics  will 
need  to  be  provided  in  these  out-lying  districts  as 
well  as  in  the  Hospitals,  but  a continuance  of  the 
close  co-operation  between  the  Maternity  Hospitals 
and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department 
wall  be  more  than  ever  necessary  to  secure  accommoda- 
tion for  cases  requiring  intern  hospital  treatment  and 
care  encountered  at  these  clinics. 

The  provision  of  extra  nourishment  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  coming  under  the  scheme 
continues  as  in  previous  years  to  be  carried  out  under 
this  Department’s  direct  supervision  by  the  Welfare 
Department  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

During  the  year  1937,  1,045  mothers  were  provided 
with  meals. 

Total  number  of  meals  served  ...  65,938 

Total  number  of  pints  of  soup  taken 

home  ...  ...  ...  47,903 

Total  number  of  pints  of  milk  issued  4,856 
Layettes  distributed  ...  ...  701 
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It  would  perhaps  be  well  to  explain  how  this  is 
carried  out.  A mother  requiring  extra  food  and 
nourishment  is  encountered  on  the  district  or  in  the 
clinic  by  the  nurse  or  the  Medical  Officer.  She  is 
given  a card  to  be  signed  by  the  Maternity  Hospital 
she  attends,  on  the  back  of  which  are  spaces  to  be 
filled  by  the  Doctor  in  the  Hospital  giving  the  date 
of  her  expected  confinement  and  stating  whether 
further  attendance  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  is 
necessary.  Should  she  require  special  diet  for  albumi- 
nuria, etc.,  this  is  especially  noted,  special  facilities 
being  arranged  accordingly.  She  is  then  recommended 
to  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  Welfare  Depart- 
ment as  requiring  dinners  or  special  milk  diet.  On 
attending  at  the  dining  hall  she  obtains  a daily  meal 
for  three  months  before  and  three  months  after  her 
confinement,  also  receiving  two  sets  of  baby  clothes 
and  under-clothes  for  herself.  She  is  granted  a 
special  order  for  a daily  issue  of  oatmeal  to  make 
gruel  and  a daily  allowance  of  one  pint  of  milk  for  a 
fortnight  after  her  confinement.  By  that  time  she 
should  normally  be  fit  to  resume  attendance  at  the 
Dining  Hall  for  her  daily  meal.  The  meal  given 
daily  is  specially  made  up  to  contain  a high  vitamin 
content  and  each  mother  is  encouraged  to  drink  half  a 
pint  of  good  quality  milk  provided  as  portion  of  the 
meal. 

It  has  been  noted  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  this 
Department  that  there  is  a considerable  amount  of 
Anaemia  in  expectant  mothers  of  the  slum  areas,  and 
arrangements  have  recently  been  made  with  Dr. 
Dockeray  of  the  Rotunda  Hospital  to  carry  out  special 
research  work  into  Anaemia  as  affecting  mothers 
attending  some  of  these  dining  halls.  We  would 
specially  acknowledge  his  co-operation  and  kindness  to 
mothers  in  doing  this  for  us.  It  is  hoped  later  on  to 
publish  further  facts  bearing  on  this  work.  This 
particular  form  of  Anaemia  may  possibly  have  some 
bearing  on  the  Infantile  death  rate,  and  it  is  possible 
that  intensive  treatment  of  such  mothers  may  produce 
a reduction  in  mortality. 
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Table  of  Infant  Mortality  Rates  from  1927 
showing  deaths  per  1,000  births. 

Year 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 


122 

98 

101 

98 

94 

102 

83 

79 

93 

115 

106 


1938, 


Although  a shade  lower  than  last  year  this  does 
not  give  cause  for  satisfaction,  especially  as  a very 
large  proportion  of  these  deaths  is  preventable.  In 
former  reports  it  has  been  noted  that  strikes  and 
economic  stress  are  factors  tending  to  raise  the  infant 
mortality  rate,  and  the  past  year  in  this  City  has 
been  one  presenting  a succession  of  large  strikes. 
Besides  this  factor  there  still  remain  large  numbers  of 
very  bad  housing  areas  where  the  toll  of  infant  life 
is  of  necessity  heavy.  Further,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  infection  has  played  a large  part,  not  only  through 
the  agency  of  notifiable  diseases,  but  by  non -notifiable 
respiratory  and  alimentary  infections. 

It  has  been  noted  in  the  Infant  Wards  attached  to 
some  of  the  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  City  and  in 
St.  Ultan’s  Hospital  that  the  admission  of  fresh  cases 
of  respiratory  and  diarrhoeal  diseases  has  often  started 
an  epidemic  amongst  what  might  be  called  the  Con- 
valescents in  the  Wards.  Such  epidemics  have 
frequently  been  attended  with  one  or  more  fatalities. 
If  this  occurs  in  hospitals  under  ideal  conditions,  it 
is  evident  that  the  risks  will  be  multiplied  in  cases 
of  babies  and  children  in  slum  areas,  as  many  of 
them  wt>uld  not  be  old  enough  to  have  acquired 
environmental  immunity  and  the  living  conditions  are 
so  bad. 
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Co-operation  between  the  different  Maternity 
Hospitals,  St.  Ultan’s  Infant  Hospital  and  the  officers 
operating  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme 
could  not  be  any  closer  or  any  more  satisfactory 
than  at  present.  The  Hospitals  furnish  this  Depart- 
ment with  lists  of  weak  or  delicate  babies  leaving 
hospital,  together  with  the  special  diets  required, 
and  the  Welfare  Health  Visitors  visit  the  home  to 
supervise  the  preparation  and  application  of  the 
hospital  requirements.  Where  necessary,  the  Visitor 
refers  the  case  back  to  the  Hospital  for  extension  of 
intern  or  extern  treatment. 

The  scheme  inaugurated  by  the  Child  Welfare 
Department  for  the  provision  of  Wet  Nurses  has  been 
availed  of  many  times  during  the  year  by  the  City 
Infant  Hospitals  and  more  especially  by  Harcourt 
Street  Children’s  Hospital  and  St.  Ultan’s.  This 
proved  of  value  for  the  feeding  of  delicate  and  pre- 
mature babies. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  causing  death  in  Children 

up  to  5 years  of  age. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  ... 

203 

256 

242 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

56 

72 

Diphtheria  ... 

45 

56 

47 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

47 

13 

Measles 

82 

86 

43 

From  the  above  it  will 

be  seen 

that 

Diarrhoea 

Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  have  taken  the 
largest  toll.  There  is  urgent  need  for  hospital  accom- 
modation for  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles.  Cases 
of  Whooping  Cough  encountered  are  referred  to  the 
out-patient  Department  of  St.  Ultan’s  Hospital  where 
prophylactic  and  therapeutic  injections  are  given. 
The  medical  staff  there  state  that  the  therapeutic 
injections  are  particularly  successful  in  reducing  the 
period  of  whooping  and  the  number  of  cases  of 
pneumonia. 
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During  the  year  11,133  births  notified  were  visited. 
Of  this  number  393  were  stillbirths.  Investigation 
held  into  these  cases  showed  that  over  60%  of  the 
mothers  had  had  pre-natal  care.  It  must  also  be 
remembered  that  many  of  these  stillbirths  are  notified 
as  such  though  the  child  is  not  viable.  There  has 
been  an  improvement  in  the  number  of  Primipara 
attending  before  confinement,  but  as  stressed  elsewhere 
in  the  report  development  of  pre-natal  clinics  in  the 
outside  areas  of  the  City  is  becoming  necessary. 

The  nursing  staff  at  the  moment  consists  of  23 
nurses,  a superintendent  and  a deputy  superintendent. 
Their  work  is  confined  to  : — 

1.  Visiting  in  the  homes  requiring  attention, 

advising  on  hygiene  and  feeding  of  infants 
and  young  children,  health  of  the  mother, 
etc. 

2.  Attendance  in  the  clinics  if  and  when 

required. 

The  total  number  of  domiciliary  visits  paid  during 
the  year  was  211,548  and  there  were  56,473  cases 
on  the  books. 

Sanitary  and  over-crowding  cases  were  specially 
reported  on,  the  reports  being  forwarded  to  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Departments.  Besides  this,  a 
large  amount  of  health  propaganda  was  carried  out 
especially  in  relation  to  diphtheria  immunization. 
During  the  summer  months  an  intensive  campaign 
is  initiated  of  advice  regarding  Green  Diarrhoea, 
food  preparation  and  protection,  etc. 

Distribution  of  Free  Milk. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Health  Visitor  to  recommend 
deserving  cases  in  her  district  for  milk  under  the  Free 
Milk  Scheme.  2,666,306  pints  of  milk  were  so  distribu- 
ted and  5,189  garments  for  babies,  etc.,  also  given  out. 

An  increase  in  the  Health  Visitors  staff  is  definitely 
required  as  the  work  has  grown  to  such  a large  extent 
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and  besides  mere  home  visiting  the  Health  Visitors 
have  to  he  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  this 
large  quantity  of  milk,  as  also  extra  clinic  work,  e.g., 
dental,  ultra-violet  light,  welfare,  lectures,  etc. 


Thirteen  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  in  the 
City  at  different  Centres  all  situate  close  to  slum  areas. 
They  are  well  attended.  Mothers,  pre-natal  and 
post-natal,  are  seen  and  advised,  as  well  as  infants 
and  children  up  to  five  years  of  age.  All  defects 
discovered  are  dealt  with  through  the  special  depart- 
ments of  the  different  hospitals,  and  where  necessary 
apparatus  such  as  orthopaedic  appliances,  glasses  for 
squints,  belts,  trusses,  etc.,  are  issued.  The  number 
of  the  latter  distributed  during  the  year  were  :■ — 


A short  talk  is  given  at  each  clinic  by  one  of  the 
Health  Visitors.  This  is  of  ten  minutes  duration  at 
the  most  and  is  on  some  practical  subject  of  baby  care 
and  mothercraft.  Experience  in  this  city  shows  that 
the  mothers  avail  of  this  knowledge  in  a much  better 
way  than  they  used  to  do.  The  voluntary  helpers 
who  attend  the  clinics  supply  a valuable  service  in 
creating  a social  aspect  whereby  the  mothers  feel  that 
the  better  off  person  is  interested  in  helping  them, 
organising  many  outings  during  the  summer  months 
and  at  Christmas  making  up  useful  parcels  for  distri- 
bution amongst  the  regular  attendants. 

A Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  at  these  clinics 
to  assist  and  advise  cases  requiring  attention.  The 
number  so  advised  was  : — 


Welfare  Clinics. 


Glasses  for  squints 
Trusses 


241 

75 


Mothers. 


Children. 


Pre-natal. 

4,336 


Post-natal. 

3,384 


15,512 
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The  attendances  at  these  clinics  were  : 


Mothers. 

42,717 


Children. 

43,065 


Six  clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
in  Lord  Edward  Street  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  Medical  Officer.  It  is  necessary  to  have  two 
nurses  in  attendance,  one  to  supervise  the  application 
of  the  treatment  and  one  for  the  weekly  weighing 
and  for  assistance  in  the  undressing  and  dressing  of 
babies.  The  results  during  the  year  have  been 
excellent,  particularly  in  cases  of  rickets  and  malnutri- 
tion after  illnesses.  Enlarged  glands  and  many  cases 
of  suspected  tubercular  abdomen  were  treated  with 
very  satisfactory  results.  No  case  of  suspected  tuber- 
cular origin  or  where  the  parents  are  tubercular  is 
given  the  treatment  until  subjected  to  the  skin  test 
and  even  X-ray  examination.  For  these  tests  and 
X-rays  we  must  acknowledge  the  help  of  Dr.  Price 
of  St.  Ultan’s  and  the  Hospital  Staff.  Cases  losing 
weight  are  stopped  in  the  treatment  and  fully  investi- 
gated. The  attendances  during  the  year  were 
excellent  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing 
regularity  in  the  treatments  as  the  mothers  have  been 
universally  convinced  of  its  value.  During  the  year 
5,586  treatments  were  given. 

Mothers’  Clinics  Pre-  and  Post-Natal. 

Earlier  in  this  report  we  have  stated  that  mothers 
are  seen  by  the  Medical  Officers  at  all  Welfare  Clinics 
and  at  a special  mothers’  clinic  held  once  weekly  in 
the  Welfare  Centre,  Lord  Edward  Street.  They  are 
advised,  and  where  necessary  referred  to  their  own 
Maternity  Hospital  for  further  treatment.  In  this 
way  toxaemia  of  pregnancy,  contracted  pelvis,  etc., 
have  secured  early  supervision  and  treatment.  Almost 
2,000  mothers  were  so  referred  for  special  pre-natal 
treatment,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  eighty 
per  cent,  of  the  intern  cases  confined  in  the  Coombe 
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Hospital  during  the  year  had  had  pre-natal  care. 
In  the  Rotunda  and  Holies  Street  the  percentage  was 
about  50  to  60  per  cent.  In  this  connection  it  must 
be  remembered  that  a number  of  these  cases  were 
from,  the  country  where  such  facilities  were  not 
available.  During  the  year  4 pregnancy  belts,  one 
special  corset  and  46  bandages  for  patients  with 
varicose  veins  were  supplied. 

A beginning  has  been  made  in  some  of  the  Maternity 
Hospitals  to  treat  varicose  veins  in  expectant  mothers 
by  injection  and  the  results  so  far  would  appear  to 
be  very  satisfactory. 

Numbers  of  Pre-Natal  Cases  attending  Maternity  Hospitals. 

Rotunda.  Coombe.  Holies  Street. 

3,110  1,676  1,920 

With  the  development  of  pre-natal  care  one  must 
not  forget  that  it  is  a very  serious  thing  to  make  of 
motherhood  a pathological  condition  requiring  constant 
medical  supervision,  the  evil  of  which  is  obvious  ; 
also  the  need  of  post-natal  care  must  not  be  forgotten 
as  no  scheme  of  mothercare  would  be  complete  without 
having  supervision  both  before  and  after  confinement. 
Indeed  it  is  by  this  post-natal  care  that  many  cases 
of  abortion,  miscarriages  and  toxaemia  may  be  pre- 
vented. 


Re-Examination  Clinics. 

Owing  to  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  at  the 
ordinary  welfare  clinic,  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  examine  children  there  in  detail  who  may  require 
it.  For  such  cases  a special  clinic  is  held  weekly  on 
Saturday  morning  at  the  Carnegie  Centre,  Lord 
Edward  Street.  Many  cases  of  early  lung  and  gland 
tuberculosis  were  thus  detected. 

Total  number  of  such  cases  examined 

during  the  year  ...  ...  1,345 
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Pre-School  Anti-Diphtheria  Clinics. 

A session  is  held  at  nine  of  the  different  Welfare 
Clinics  throughout  the  City.  During  the  year  2,762 
pre-school  children  were  immunized.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  this  number  is  not  larger,  and  that 
there  is  so  much  apathy  amongst  the  public  in  availing 
of  the  facilities  afforded.  Furthermore,  there  are 
quite  a number  of  conscientious  objectors  in  Dublin. 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment. 

Mothers  : — Mothers  requiring  convalescent  home 
treatment  were  referred  to  Linden  Convalescent  Home 
and  to  the  Convalescent  Home,  Stillorgan.  Many 
mothers  were  so  referred,  but  more  accommodation 
is  required.  We  would  particularly  stress  the  need 
of  accommodation  which  would  be  available  for  a 
mother  and  one  or  two  children,  as  in  many  cases 
the  mothers,  though  badly  requiring  the  change, 
refuse  to  leave  their  family. 

Children  under  five  years  of  age  : — Cases  of  malnutri- 
tion in  such  children  were  successfully  dealt  with  by 
sending  them  for  a few  weeks  to  Cheeverstown  Con- 
valescent Home.  Mild  cases  of  rickets  were  sent  to 
the  Sunshine  Home,  Stillorgan,  with  permanent 
benefit.  The  results  in  many  of  these  cases  are 
incredible  as  even  deformities  have  disappeared  as  a 
result  of  the  benefit  obtained  from  open  air  and  good 
food. 

Rickets  and  Orthopaedic  Deformities. 

Gross  deformity  due  to  rickets  has  become,  in  the 
experience  of  the  Medical  Officers  much  rarer  in 
Dublin  than  ten  years  ago,  and  this  opinion  is  borne 
out  by  many  of  the  Orthopaedic  surgeons.  Under 
this  scheme  early  cases  for  some  years  past  have  been 
treated  bv  : — 

(a)  Ultra  Violet  Therapy  and  Massage  at  the 

Centre,  Lord  Edward  Street  and  in  some 
of  the  Children’s  Hospitals. 

(b)  Open-air  treatment  in  the  Sunshine  Home, 

Stillorgan. 
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This  latter  treatment  lias  proved  very  successful, 
but  unfortunately  there  is  a great  necessity  for  pro- 
viding further  accommodation  in  the  future.  Cases 
of  gross  deformities  due  to  rickets,  where  encountered, 
are  referred  to  the  various  Orthopaedic  Departments 
of  the  City  Hospitals  and  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
itself.  During  the  year  56  cases  were  sent  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  43  cases  to  the  Sunshine 
Home  and  46  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Depts. 
of  the  City  Hospitals.  134  Orthopaedic  appliances 
were  supplied.  Deformities  due  to  conditions  other 
than  rickets  were  similarly  referred  and  dealt  with. 
5 cases  were  sent  to  Cappagh. 

Creches. 

There  are  three  creches  in  the  City — Meath  Street, 
Henrietta  Street  and  Rathmines.  The  largest  is  the 
Meath  Street  creche.  All  are  open  to  visits  of  inspec- 
tion by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Health  Visitors. 
These  institutions  take  care  of  the  pre-school  children, 
for  the  day  only,  while  the  mothers  are  at  daily  work. 
A small  dai]yr  nominal  charge  is  made. 

Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers. 

Many  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  during  the  year  to  the  Regina  Coeli 
Hostel,  in  North  Brunswick  Street.  This  is  carried 
on  as  a charitable  institution,  and  supported  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  etc.  There  are  a large  number 
of  unmarried  mothers  and  babies  in  the  hostel.  During 
the  year  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough 
necessitated  the  services  of  a trained  nurse  being 
made  available.  This  was  arranged  by  this  Depart- 
ment through  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  the 
mortality  rate  was  fortunately  very  low.  The  Health 
Visitor  paid  fortnightly  visits,  and  besides  this  the 
Slainte  Welfare  Clinic  in  Blackball  ldace  was  made 
available  to  the  mothers  before  and  after  confinement, 
as  was  the  service  for  infant  consultations. 
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Magdalen  Asylum,  Leeson  Street. 

This  Asylum  which  is  a home  for  unmarried  mothers 
and  babies  under  the  auspices  of  the  Church  of  Ireland 
was  visited  several  times  during  the  year  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  found  exceedingly  satisfactory. 

Unmarried  Mothers. 

These  are  visited  in  the  ordinary  way  on  the  district 
and  obtain  all  the  services  that  are  provided  for 
other  mothers.  Their  records  are  kept  as  in  the  case 
of  married  women,  and  they  are  addressed  as  married 
women  in  the  Clinics. 

Care  of  Foster  Children. 

All  boarded -out  children  are  visited  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  lists  of  the  cases  being  forwarded  by  the 
Dublin  Union  to  this  Department  where  they  are 
filed  and  recorded  as  in  the  case  of  other  children. 
When  the  children  have  reached  five  years  of  age, 
their  records  are  sent  back  to  the  Dublin  Union 
Authorities.  The  Welfare  Clinics  are  also  open  to 
them,  and  all  facilities  are  available  as  for  ordinary 
children. 


Tubercular  Children  and  Contacts. 

Tubercular  cases  met  with  are  referred  to  the 
Municipal  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Charles  Street, 
and  children  of  tubercular  parents  are  advised  to 
attend  there  for  special  examination. 

Dental  Clinics  for  Mothers  and  Children  up  to  5 

years  of  age. 

Three  dental  clinics  are  held  at  the  Centre  Lord 
Edward  Street,  weekly.  The  number  treated  during 
the  year  was  Mothers  : — 4,358  ; Children  : — 372.  131 
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Mothers  got  full  sets  of  dentures,  73  got  half  sets  and 
66  had  dentures  repaired,  some  paying  cost  price, 
some  free,  contributions  being  made  in  accordance 
with  their  income,  number  of  children,  and  rent. 
Cases  requiring  a large  number  of  extractions  or  with 
abscess  formation,  etc.,  are  referred  to  the  Dental 
Hospital  for  anaesthetic,  payment  being  made  to  the 
Hospital  for  this  service  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Maternity  Hospitals 
are  now  sending  large  numbers  of  mothers  to  us  for 
dental  treatment  and  dental  extractions.  The  latter, 
in  no  case,  would  appear  to  have  caused  any  trouble 
to  the  mother,  even  though  pregnant.  Additional 
dental  clinics  and  services  are  urgently  necessary  as 
the  mothers  are  exceptionally  keen  on  getting  dental 
treatment,  and  the  clinics  have  been  more  than  well 
attended,  the  difficulty  being  to  deal  with  so  many 
cases. 

Visits  of  Inspection. 

As  usual  throughout  the  year  many  visits  have 
been  paid  to  the  Dining  Halls  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  Cheeverstown  Convalescent  Home, 
the  Sunshine  Home,  and  the  Pre-natal  Departments 
of  the  Maternity  Hospitals  ; in  addition  the  Regina 
Coeli  Hostel  and  the  Magdalen  Asylum,,  Leeson 
Street,  both  homes  for  unmarried  mothers,  were 
also  visited. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Infant  Aid  Society  in 
insisting  on  the  policy  of  demanding  the  present 
high  quality  milk  supplied  under  the  Free  Milk  Scheme, 
Dublin  is  becoming  definitely  “ Milk  conscious.” 
It  is  worthy  of  note  to  be  able  to  state  that  milk  of 
first  class  quality,  T/T  tested,  is  now  obtainable  in  City 
of  Dublin  for  3d.  per  pint  which  is  considerably  less 
than  the  the  price  of  a similar  commodity  in  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Liverpool.  There  are  about  20  milk 
contractors  with  first-class  dairy  farms  supplying 
excellent  quality  milk  for  consumption  by  children, 
at  this  rate  throughout  the  City. 
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We  must  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation 
given  by  the  National  Society  for  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  in  cases  where  parents  were  lax 
or  refused  to  allow  treatments  to  be  carried  out. 
Many  cases  have  been  referred  by  the  Inspectors  to 
the  clinics  where  appropriate  treatment  was  given. 

We  would  especially  acknowledge  the  help  and  co- 
operation received  from  the  Jubilee  Nurses  Association 
who  attended  145  cases  at  our  request  during  the 
year  in  the  homes,  dressing  dirty  heads,  wounds, 
breast  abscesses,  etc. 

Finally,  we  would  pay  a tribute  to  the  Maternity 
Hospitals,  the  Children’s  Hospitals  and  the  various 
special  Departments  of  the  General  Hospitals  for  all 
the  help  given. 
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BABIES’  CLUBS  COMMITTEE. 

Annual  Report,  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


During  the  year  the  total  attendances  of  Mothers, 
Infants,  and  Children,  at  the  nine  City  Babies’  Clubs 
were  70,719. 

Nutrients. — Cod  Liver  Oil,  Extract  of  Malt,  Parrish’s 
Food,  Virol,  Carragol  Emulsion,  Ovaltine,  are  given 
free  to  necessitous  cases,  and  at  cost  price  to  those 
who  are  able  to  pay. 


No  of  recipients — per  month  (approximately)  : — 
Free  ...  4,300  Quantity  57,195  lbs. 

Cost  Price  ...  1,165  ,,  5,210  ,, 


Dried  Milk. — No.  of  recipients  : — 

Free  ...  225  Quantity  4,3161b.  tins 

Cost  Price  ...  37  ,,  197  ,, 


In  all  Clubs  these  are  dispensed  by  the  voluntary 
committee,  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer. 

Massage  Clinics  are  held  each  week  at  St.  Patrick’s, 
and  Slainte  Clubs.  Total  Clinics  held,  94.  Treat- 
ments, 316. 

Lectures  and  Examinations. — At  each  clinic  a lecture 
on  Mo  there  raft  is  given.  Examinations  are  held  on 
the  subject  matter  of  these  lectures,  when  the  Clubs 
compete  for  the  Aberdeen  Shield.  Total  lectures 
given,  447. 

Dental  Fund. — 39  Mothers  saved  £24  14s.  2d.  and 
were  supplied  with  Dentures. 

Cookery  and  Sewing  Classes  are  held  at  the  Clubs. 

Drill  and  Dancing  Classes  in  preparation  for  the 
Annual  Folk  Dance  Festival  at  Lord  Iveagh’s  Grounds, 
are  held  each  week  at  all  Clubs.  Coal,  Clothing,  and 
Food  Parcels,  were  distributed  to  necessitous  cases 
at  Christmas. 


F 
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CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN  BABIES’ 

CLUBS. 


Chairman  : 

The  Marchioness  of  Aberdeen  and  Temair,  G.B.E. 

V iee-Chairman 

Andrew  J.  Horne,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Hon.  Secretary. 

Dr.  Alice  Barry. 

Hon.  Treasurers  : 

Andrew  J.  Horne,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Hamilton. 

Committee  : 

Dr.  Alice  Barry,  Peamount,  Newcastle,  Co.  Dublin. 

Mrs.  Butler-Read,  31  Raglan  Road. 

Mrs.  Byrne,  161  James  Street. 

Mrs.  Coyle,  1 Mespil  Road. 

Mrs.  Dancey,  9 Ely  Place. 

Rev.  T.  Farrell,  C.C.,  Pro-Cathedral,  Marlborough  Street. 
Miss  Fagan,  16  Infirmary  Road,  Phoenix  Park. 

Andrew  J.  Horne,  Esq.,  M.D.,  94  Merrion  Square. 

Mrs  Hargrave,  68  Grosvenor  Square,  Rath  mines. 

Mrs.  Hamilton,  7 Eaton  Square,  Terenure. 

Mrs.  Joyce,  36  Dartmouth  Square. 

Mrs.  Lane,  65  Old  Cabra  Road. 

Mrs.  Malcomson,  4 Earlsfort  Mansions. 

Mrs.  McSweeney,  161  Templeogue  Road. 

Mrs.  Molloy,  1 St.  John  Street,  South  Circular  Road. 

Miss  Morrison,  3 Arkendale  Road,  Glenageary. 

Mrs.  O’Connor,  18  Francis  Street. 

Mrs.  O’Connor,  Inchicore  Pharmacy,  Inchicore. 

Miss  O’Reilly,  60  Waterloo  Road. 

Miss  Slattery,  27  Upper  Leeson  Street. 

Mrs.  Smyth,  “ Dunboy,”  Cowper  Road,  Rathmines. 

Mrs.  Whelan,  82  Queen  Street. 

Mrs.  Magennis,  Green  Park,  Stillorgan  Road,  Co.  Dublin. 

Representatives  to  the  Central  Babies'  Clubs  Committee  on  the  City  of 

Dublin  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Mrs.  Butler- Read. 

Mrs.  Byrne. 

Mrs.  Hargrave. 

Andrew  J.  Horne,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Mrs.  Malcomson. 
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ST.  ANDREW’S  BABIES’  CLUB. 

10  Lower  Mount  Street. 

CLUB  DAY — Monday  11  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

President  and  Hon.  Secretary  : Mrs.  Magennis,  “ Green  Park,” 
Stillorgan  Road. 

Hon.  Treasurer  : Miss  Digby,  39  Wellington  Place. 

Committee  : 

Miss  Barry,  7 Upper  Mount  Street. 

Miss  Boland,  36  Merrion  Square. 

Miss  Butler,  116  Effra  Road,  Rathmines. 

Miss  Digby,  39  Wellington  Place,  Clyde  Road. 

Andrew  J.  Horne,  Esq.,  M.D.,  94  Merrion  Square. 

Mrs.  Magennis,  “ Green  Park,”  Stillorgan  Road. 

Mrs.  Rushton,  4 Ely  Place. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

3,420  1,421  1,654 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Miss  Digby. 

Andrew  J.  Horne,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Mrs.  Magennis. 


SLAINTE  BABIES’  CLUB. 

6 Blackhall  Street. 

CLUB  DAY — Monday,  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

President  : 

Dr.  Barry,  Peamount,  Newcastle,  Co.  Dublin. 

Hon.  Secretary  : 

Mrs.  Whelan,  82  Queen  Street. 

Hon.  Treasurer  : 

Mrs.  Lane,  65  Old  Cabra  Road. 

f 2 
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Committee  : 

Dr.  Alice  Barry,  Peamount,  Newcastle,  Co.  Dublin. 

Mrs.  Connell,  6 Stoney  batter. 

Mrs.  Lane,  65  Old  Cabra  Road. 

Mrs.  Smyth,  ‘ Dunboy,  Cowper  Road,  Rathmines. 

Mrs.  Whelan,  82  Queen  Street. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

3,143  1,616  1,476 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Mrs.  Lane. 

Mrs.  Smyth. 

Mrs.  Whelan. 


GORDON  BABIES’  CLUB. 

48  The  Coombe. 

CLUB  DAY — Tuesday  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

President  : 

Mrs.  Hamilton,  7 Eaton  Square,  Terenure. 

Hon.  Secretary  : 

Mrs.  Hargrave,  68  Grosvenor  Square,  Rathmines. 

Hon.  Treasurer  : 

Miss  Boyd,  Rosario,  Eglington  Park,  Donnybrook. 

Committee  : 

Mrs.  Dallaghan,  21  Brighton  Road,  Rathgar. 

Mrs.  Davidson,  6 Waverly  Terrace,  Kenilworth  Square. 
Mrs.  Falvey,  52  Grosvenor  Square,  Rathmines. 

Mrs.  Hassard,  Church  Villa,  Church  Avenue,  Rathmines. 
Mrs.  Joyce,  36  Dartmouth  Square,  Rathmines. 

Mrs.  Lloyd,  69  Grosvenor  Square,  Rathmines. 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

4,876  1,679  2,320 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Mrs.  Hamilton. 

Mrs.  Hargrave. 

Mrs.  Joyce. 


ST.  PATRICK’S  BABIES’  CLUB. 

Carnegie  Centre,  Castle  Street. 

CLUB  DAY — Wednesday,  11  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

President  : 

Mrs.  Coyle,  1 Mespil  Road. 

Hon.  Secretary  : 

Miss  Slattery,  27  Upper  Leeson  Street. 

Hon.  Treasurers  : 

Mrs.  Coyle,  and  Miss  Slattery. 

Committee  : 

Mrs.  Aiken,  27  Mobhi  Road,  Glasnevin. 

Dr.  Barry,  Peamount,  Newcastle,  Co.  Dublin. 

Miss  Davey,  “ Beaumount,”  Terenure  Road. 

Miss  Whittker,  72  Alphonsus  Road. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

3,093  1,794  1,703 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Mrs.  Coyle. 

Miss  Slattery. 
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ST.  BRIGID’S  BABIES’  CLUB. 

Keogh  Square,  Inchicore. 

CLUB  DAY — Wednesday,  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

President ; 

Rev.  E.  Traynor,  C.C.,  The  Presbytery,  Goldenbridge. 

Hon.  Secretary  : 

Mrs.  Byrne,  161  James  Street. 

Hon.  Treasurer  : 

Miss  Hilton,  The  Laurels,  Inchicore  Road. 

Committee  : 

Mrs.  Byrne,  161  James  Street. 

Miss  Hilton,  The  Laurels,  Inchicore  Road. 

Mrs.  O’Connor,  Inchicore  Pharmacy,  Inchicore. 

Rev.  E.  Traynor,  C.C.,  The  Presbytery,  Goldenbridge. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

3,391  937  2,366 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Mrs.  Byrne. 

Mrs.  O’Connor. 


ST.  MONICA’S  BABIES’  CLUB. 

Carnegie  Centre,  Castle  Street. 
CLUB  DAY — Thursday,  11  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 


President  : 

Mrs.  H.  Stokes,  32  Upper  Pembroke  Street. 
Joint  Hon.  Treasurers  : 


Mrs.  Malcomson,  4 Earlsfort  Mansions. 

Miss  Morrison,  3 Arkendale  Road,  Glenageary. 
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Hon.  Secretary  : 

Miss  Pettit,  3 Fitzwilliam  Square. 

Committee  : 

Miss  Barrett,  3 Fitzwilliam  Square. 

Mrs.  Cox,  26  Merrion  Square. 

Mrs.  McSweeney,  161  Templeogue  Road. 

Mrs.  Potter,  113  Lower  Baggot  Street. 

Mrs.  Grove-White,  Rinnamara,  Monkstown. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

5,722  3,278  2,341 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Mrs.  Malcomson. 

Miss  Morrison. 

Mrs.  McSweeney. 


ST.  ANTHONY’S  BABIES’  CLUB. 

Temple  Street. 

CLUB  DAY — Thursday,  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

President  : 

Rev.  T.  Farrell,  C.C.,  Pro-Cathedral,  Marlborough  Street. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  : 

Miss  M.  Fagan,  16  Infirmary  Road,  Phoenix  Park. 

Committee  : 

Mrs.  Aiken,  27  Mobhi  Road,  Glasnevin. 

Miss  Cullen,  31  Rathdown  Road. 

Miss  Flood,  24  Iona  Road,  Glasnevin. 

Miss  Flynn,  57  Lower  Gardiner  Street. 

Mrs.  Henebery,  57  North  Circular  Road. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

4,381  3,235  2,035 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee 

Rev.  T.  Farrell,  C.C. 

Miss  Fagan. 
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ST.  LAURENCE  O’TOOLE’S  BABIES’  CLUB. 

Oriel  Hall,  Oriel  Street. 

CLUB  DAY — Friday,  11  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

President  : 

Mrs.  O’Connor,  18  Francis  Street. 

Ron.  Secretary  : 

Mrs.  Molloy,  1 St.  John  Street,  South  Circular  Road. 

Hon.  Treasurer  : 

Mrs.  O’Connor,  18  Francis  Street. 

Committee  : 

Mrs.  Dancey,  9 Ely  Place. 

Mrs.  Molloy,  1 St.  John  Street,  South  Circular  Road. 

Mrs.  O’Connor,  18  Francis  Street. 

Mrs.  O’Sullivan,  146  Leinster  Road,  Rathmines. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

2,365  1,364  576 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee 

Mrs.  Dancey. 

Mrs.  Molloy. 

Mrs.  O’Connor. 


LOURDES  HOUSE  BABIES’  CLUB. 

9 Upper  Buckingham  Street. 

CLUB  DAY — Friday,  3 p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

President  : 

Mrs.  Redmond. 

Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  : 
Miss  O’Reilly,  60  Waterloo  Road. 
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Committee  : 

Mrs.  Butler-Read,  31  Raglan  Road. 

Miss  O' Dowd  Egan,  “ Clonfadda,”  Merrion  Road,  Blackrock. 
Mrs.  O'Donnell,  7 Mespil  Road. 

Miss  O Reilly,  60  Waterloo  Road. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  the  following 
members  attended  the  Club  : — 

Mothers.  Infants.  Children. 

5,330  2,777  2,426 

Representatives  on  the  Central  Babies’  Clubs  Committee  : — 

Mrs.  Butler-Read. 

Miss  O’Reilly. 


Attendances  at  Nine  Babies’  Clubs,  1st  January,  1937,  to  31st 

December,  1937. 


South  City 


St.  Monica’s  Club,  Carnegie 
Centre,  Castle  Street 
St.  Patrick’s  Club,  Carnegie 
Centre,  Castle  Street 
St.  Andrew’s  Club,  10  Lower 
Mount  Street 

St.  B rigid’s  Club,  Keogh  Square, 
Inchicore 

The  Gordon,  48  The  Coombe  ... 


North  City. 

Slainte  Club,  6 Blackball  Street 
St.  Anthony’s  Club,  Temple 
Street 

St.  Laurence  O’Toole’s  Club, 
Oriel  Hall,  Oriel  Street  ... 
Lourdes  House  Club,  9 Upper 
Buckingham  Street 

Total 


Mothers 

Infants 

Children 

5,722 

3,278 

2,341 

3,093 

1,794 

1,703 

3,420 

1,421 

1,654 

3,391 

4,876 

937 

1,679 

2,366 

2,320 

3,143 

1,616 

1,476 

4,381 

3,235 

2,035 

2,365 

1,364 

576 

5,330 

2,777 

2,426 

35,721 

18,101 

16,897 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  INFANT 

. AID  SOCIETY 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 

BY 

PATRICIA  A.  BYRNE,  B.Comm., 

Secretary. 


INFANT  AID  SOCIETY. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 

Reginald  J.  White,  F.R.C.S.I.,  23  Merrion  Square. 

Hon.  Secretary. 

Miss  W.  Kell^,  1 Arranmore  Road,  Herbert  Park. 

Hon.  Treasurers  : 

Mrs.  Barniville,  9 Merrion  Square. 

Mrs.  Hackett,  20  Zion  Road,  Rathgar. 

Miss  Moore,  13  Fitz william  Square,  Dublin. 


Mrs.  Barrett,  21  Gilford  Drive,  Park  Avenue,  Sandymount. 
Doctor  Ita  Brady,  29  Upper  Fitzwilliam  Street. 

Mi  ss  Buckley,  Trimleston  House,  Booterstown. 

Mrs.  Byrne,  2 Seaview  Terrace,  Ailesbury  Road. 

Mrs.  Cassidy,  24  Fitzwilliam  Square. 

Mrs.  Clarke,  Knock  Oulart,  Shankliill,  Co.  Dublin. 

Mrs.  Farrell,  16  Westland  Row. 
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Miss  Fitzgerald,  1 Vergemount,  Clonskeagh. 

Mrs.  Fitzmaurice,  26  Gilford  Park,  Sandymount. 

Mrs.  Fitzpatrick,  3 Stradbrook,  Blackrock,  Co.  Dublin. 

Mrs.  Flynn,  Carnacon,  Eglinton  Road,  Donnybrook. 

Mrs.  Green,  23  Stillorgan  Road,  Mount  Merrion. 

Miss  Handrick,  6 Upper  Leeson  Street. 

Mrs.  Hogan,  23  Adelaide  Street,  Dun  Daoghaire. 

Mrs.  Howard,  Accourt  Dodge,  Merrion. 

Mrs.  Kennedy,  43  St.  Kevin’s  Park,  Dartry  Road. 

Mrs.  Knox,  10  Pembroke  Road. 

Mrs.  Dawlor,  Diseen,  Mount  Prospect,  Clontarf. 

Mrs.  McCarron,  17  Fairfield  Park,  Rathgar. 

Mrs.  McKean,  39  Charleville  Road. 

Rev.  D.  McKenna,  S.J.,  35  Dower  Leeson  Street. 

Professor  E.  P.  McLoughlin,  Olney,  Ailesbury  Road. 

Mrs.  McNally,  252  North  Circular  Road. 

Mrs.  Macken,  13  Clyde  Road,  Ballsbridge. 

Mrs.  Maher,  46  St.  Kevin's  Park,  Dartry  Road. 

Mrs.  Meyrick,  16  Trafalgar  Terrace,  Monkstown. 

Miss  Moore,  13  Fitzwilliam  Square. 

Mrs.  Murphy,  115  Upper  Rathmines  Road. 

Miss  O'Brien,  31  Grosvenor  Road,  Rathmines. 

Mrs.  O'Brien,  St.  Luke’s,  Cowper  Grove,  Cowper  Gardens. 
Mrs.  O’Connell,  Officers'  Quarters,  Portobello  Barracks. 

Mrs.  O’ Daly,  2 Lindsay  Road,  Glasnevin. 

Mrs.  O’Grady,  115  Morehampton  Road,  Donnybrook. 

Mrs.  O'Hagan,  36  Rathfarnham  Park. 

Madame  O’Rahilly,  40  Herbert  Park,  Ballsbridge. 

Mrs.  O’Sullivan,  Aberfovle,  Orwell  Road,  Rathgar. 

Mrs.  Quinn,  Sunnyside,  27  Oakley  Road,  Ranelagh. 

Doctor  Russell,  85  Pembroke  Road. 

Mrs.  Stack,  167  Strand  Road,  Merrion. 

Mrs.  Tierney,  27  Belgrave  Square,  Monkstown. 


The  Infant  Aid  Society  is  pleased  to  record  con- 
tinuous progress  in  the  very  essential  work  of  providing 
the  children  of  Dublin,  whose  parents  are  in  necessitous 
circumstances,  with  supplies  of  clean  milk. 

By  the  operation  of  the  National  Free  Milk  Supply 
Scheme  a sum  of  £30,000  was  available  for  milk  for 
the  year  in  question  and  the  task  of  administration 
and  distribution  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Infant  Aid 
Society  who  had  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Child  Welfare  Departments,  Dublin  Corporation. 
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MILK. 

During  the  year  2,666,306  pint  bottles  of  milk 
were  distributed  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Local  Government  Department  “ to  children 
whose  parents  are  in  receipt  of  Home  Assistance  or 
who  are  unable  from  their  resources  to  provide  them 
with  milk.” 

All  the  milk  so  distributed  was  of  the  very  highest 
quality  and  from  herds  who  had  passed  the  tuberculin 
test.  The  farms  of  the  contractors  were  frequently 
visited  by  Mr.  P.  F.  Dolan,  Chief  Veterinary  Inspector, 
who  inspected  the  dairy  premises  and  the  methods 
of  production  of  milk  ensuring  that  a high  standard 
was  maintained.  Frequent  bacteriological  examina- 
tions were  made  on  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  the 
Society  during  the  year,  the  results  of  which  were 
very  satisfactory. 


MILK  DISTRIBUTION. 

As  many  as  7,305  bottles  of  milk  were  distributed 
at  the  depots  between  the  hours  of  8.30  and  10.30 
every  morning  and  as  the  depots  are  situated  close 
to  the  homes  of  the  recipients  no  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  arranging  for  the  people  to  collect 
their  bottles  of  milk  each  morning.  In  some  outlying 
and  scattered  areas  it  was  not  found  practicable  to 
establish  depots  in  which  cases  milk  was  supplied 
direct  to  the  homes  of  the  recipients. 


VOLUNTARY  VISITORS. 

A pleasant  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Society  is 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  voluntary  workers  who 
visit  the  homes  of  the  milk  recipients  every  month 
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with  unfailing  regularity  and  report  on  the  conditions 
and  circumstances  of  the  families  visited  by  them. 
In  this  respect  the  work  of  the  Committee  and  Volun- 
tary Visitors  has  contributed  in  a great  measure  to 
the  efficient  administration  of  the  Milk  Scheme. 

In  addition,  the  friendly  interest  and  advice  which 
the  Voluntary  Visitors  bring  into  the  homes  of  poor 
mothers  over-burdened  with  cares  and  privations  are 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  poor  families  and  must 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  services 
rendered  by  the  Infant  Aid  Society. 

SEWING  GUILD. 

The  Sewing  Guild,  established  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  mothers  with  garments  for  their  newly 
born  infant,  is  an  important  branch  of  the  Society’s 
activities  the  members  of  which  depend  entirety  on 
voluntary  funds  to  carry  on  the  work. 

During  the  year  the  Society  distributed  through 
the  Sewing  Guild  1,617  garments  which  were  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  mothers. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUBLIN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER , 1937 

BY 


CATHERINE  M.  O'BRIEN,  M.B.,  D.P.H..  B.Sc. 
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School  Medical  Service  Staff 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer  : 

C.  O’Brien,  M.B.,  etc.,  D.P.H.  B.Sc.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officers  : 

B.  Lyons  Thornton,  M.B.,  etc.,  D.P.H. 

P.  R.  Fanning,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dental  Officers  : 

(part-time.) 

J.  B.  Casey,  B.D.S. 

Miss  R.  Byrne,  B.D.S. 

Nursing  Staff  : 

Miss  Mitchell,  O’Neill,  Murphy,  McGinley,  Falvey, 

Blake. 

Clerk  : 

J.  P.  Byrne. 


G 


98 


Half  a million  children  attend  5,000  National 
Schools  in  Eire.  One-sixth  of  these  are  on  the  rolls  of 
210  National  Schools  in  Dublin  County  Borough.  The 
School  Population  of  the  whole  country  has  fallen  by 
39,803  during  the  past  ten  years,  a period  during 
which  the  school  rolls  of  Dublin  have  increased  by 
40  per  cent.  Within  the  past  twelve  months  alone  the 
number  has  grown  by  842,  making  a total  of  82,068 
children  attending  our  City  National  Schools — one 
seventh  of  the  figure  for  the  London  County  Council 
Elementary  School  Roll.  When  the  School  Medical 
Service  Scheme  was  established  by  our  Local  Authority 
here  in  1928  there  were  54,000  children  attending  the 
Dublin  National  Schools.  This  number  has,  how- 
ever, continuously  been  swelled  by  the  influx  into  our 
city  schools  of  children  of  all  ages  between  5 and  14 
years ; the  newcomers  in  very  many  instances  entering 
within  the  scope  of  a School  Medical  Service  Scheme 
for  the  first  time.  A review  of  the  health  and  physical 
condition  of  such  a school  population  over  the  past 
nine  years  as  compared  with  that  of  schools  showing 
a normal  steady  rate  of  variation  over  the  nine  year 
period,  5-14  years  would  be  of  necessity  so  diffuse  as 
to  be  of  little  scientific  worth.  Under  existing  modern 
conditions  with  the  abnormal  and  unprecedented  rate 
of  growth  of  our  young  urban  population,  and  the 
admission  to  our  City  National  Schools  of  untreated 
children  of  all  ages,  defect  incidence  in  Dublin  schools 
must  inevitably  remain  high.  Omitting  the  all-im- 
portant pre-entry  and  pre-leaver  Medical  Inspection 
of  school  children,  a recognised  feature  of  the  service 
elsewhere,  the  three  statutory  inspections  of  every 
school  child  ought  to  be  timed  so  as  to  coincide  with 
its  entry  into  school  life;  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
and,  subsequently  at  12  years  or  over — school  leaving 
age.  Progress  cannot  otherwise  be  made  or  main- 
tained. The  “ Entrant  ” child  undergoing  its  first 
examination  on  the  inception  of  the  Scheme  here  in 
1928,  came  up  for  examination  in  the  “ Intermediate' ' 
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group  of  1931,  and  again  in  the  Leaver  Group  of  1937, 
the  complete  provision  for  medical  inspection,  treat- 
ment and  supervision  having  thus  run  full  circle.  It 
was  inevitable,  however,  that  this  procedure  could 
not  escape  the  disturbing  effect  of  the  untoward  and 
irregular  rate  of  growth  of  our  city  school  population. 
The  numbers  requiring  first  examination  and  treat- 
ment soon  far  outweighed  those  due  for  second  and  third 
statutory  inspections.  The  Entrant  Group,  instead 
of  comprising  children  of  5-6  years  due  for  their  first 
routine  medical  inspection  soon  came  to  comprise  a 
heterogeneous  collection  of  children  of  all  ages.  The 
relationship  between  the  ages  of  children  in  Entrant, 
Intermediate  and  Leaver  Groups  and  their  first, 
second  and  third  statutory  medical  inspections  is  one 
of  the  essential  factors  underlying  the  School  Medical 
Service  Scheme.  It  is  a balance  which  must  be  accur- 
ately maintained  if  the  health  of  our  school  population 
is  to  be  safeguarded.  The  finding  of  defects  and  their 
eradication,  though  important  duties  of  the  service, 
are  really  incidental  to  prevention.  The  fundamental 
purpose  of  the  Scheme  is  to  keep  all  children  fit  and 
well,  and  to  ensure  that  they  leave  school  with  a sound 
knowledge  of  healthy  living.  The  postponement  of 
a child’s  first  statutory  medical  inspection  until  the  age 
of  12-13  years  cannot  then  be  in  accord  with  the  basic 
principle  of  the  Scheme.  Defects  of  Eye,  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat,  Teeth,  Posture  and  General  Health  if 
detected  and  remedied  only  at  this  stage,  will  have 
seriously  hindered  the  child’s  educational  as  well  as 
its  physical  progress,  apart  altogether  from  the  detri- 
ment to  its  own  health,  and  that  of  its  class-mates  and 
teachers.  Defects  remediable  at  the  age  of  five  years 
and  earlier  are  not  always  amenable  to  treatment 
at  a later  stage  in  the  child’s  school  life.  The  question 
of  ineducability  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  defect, 
unsuitability  in  school  owing  to  child’s  infectiveness 
or  its  injurious  mental  influence  on  other  children  is 
so  intimately  part  of  a School  Medical  Service  Scheme 
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that  delayed  first  statutory  inspection  is  an  anomaly 
not  to  be  considered. 

General  Condition  of  the  Children — 91  schools  were 
visited  by  the  Medical  Officers  during  the  twelve 
months  under  review  and  18,868  children  were  ex- 
amined. The  outstaning  defects  were  uncleanliness, 
faulty  posture  and  bad  teeth.  Now  that  our  boys  and 
girls  are  wearing  longer  hair,  their  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  elimination  of  nits  have  not  been  lessened,  nor 
has  the  continued  unemployment  made  the  finding  of 
barber’s  fees  any  easier.  Poor  home  conditions  are 
of  course  responsible  for  much  of  the  uncleanliness 
found  at  School  Medical  Inspection.  Overcrowding, 
bad  lighting,  poor  toilet  facilities,  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  ample  supplies  of  hot  water,  soap  and 
towels  must  inevitably  make  it  almost  impossible  for 
our  young  people  to  attend  school  clean  and  tidy. 
While  whole  families  continue  to  be  housed  in  one- 
roomed  dwellings,  even  to  reside  in  basements,  the 
water  supply  one  tap  and  sink  in  the  tenement  yard, 
or  landing,  it  is  perhaps  fantastic  to  consider  even  the 
question  of  cleanliness.  Nor  do  the  conditions  under 
which  hats  and  coats  are  stored  in  some  of  the  older 
schools,  make  for  a high  standard  of  order 
of  cleanliness.  Sufficient  wash  basins,  liquid  soap, 
paper  towels  and  mirrors  in  a school  toilet  room 
fitted  with  hot  and  cold  water  would  be  such  a help 
to  the  children.  To  render  even  the  senior  pupils  con- 
scious of  cleanliness  as  a positive  entity,  not  merely 
a dim  negative  quantity,  troublesome  and  impossible 
of  attainment,  and  of  no  special  practical  value,  is 
surely  not  outside  the  realms  of  modern  preventive 
medicine.  Progress  will  only  be  made,  however,  when 
boys  and  girls  come  to  regard  uncleanliness  as  some- 
thing to  be  shunned  in  their  school  fellows  and  to  be 
remedied  in  themselves  and  in  their  younger  brothers 
and  sisters.  Unawareness  and  indifference  might  well 
be  countered  by  the  teaching  of  Hygiene  as  a compul- 
sory school  subject.  Children  would  gradually  come  to 
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acquire  a new  attitude  towards  uncleanliness.  It  would 
no  longer  be  to  them  a negligible  matter  to  be  endured 
and  tolerated,  or  passed  over  lightly.  It  would  cease, 
in  fact,  to  be  regarded  as  almost  an  inevitale  feature 
of  school-going.  Clean  hands  and  finger  nails  every  day 
ought  not  to  be  impossible  of  attainment  in  a properly 
equipped  modern  school,  nor  ought  its  realisation 
occupy  to  much  of  the  child’s  already  limited  time 
for  lessons.  Indeed  it  might  well  be  made  one  of  the 
chief  lessons  of  the  day  bearing  as  it  does  a relation- 
ship so  intimate  and  so  important,  not  merely  on  the 
child's  school  life,  but  on  its  whole  future,  and  even 
on  that  of  the  generations  yet  unborn.  The  report  of 
the  School  Medical  Service  in  a Borough  where 
the  Education  Act  of  1921  applies,  shows  a decrease 
in  the  percentage  of  nitty  and  verminous  school 
children  from  20  per  cent,  to  4 per  cent.,  obvious 
testimony  of  the  value  of  cleanliness  inspections,  com- 
pulsory cleansing  and  school  exclusion.  Unemploy- 
ment, poverty  and  bad  housing  maintain  the  figure 
as  high  as  4 per  cent.,  the  report  states,  and  yet 
one  of  the  cleanest  children  I have  ever  seen  came 
from  a one-roomed  tenement  dwelling  which  she 
shared  with  nine  other  persons.  The  building  strike 
of  last  year  was  so  crippling  and  far  reaching  in  its 
effects,  that  the  children  of  the  newly-housed  sub- 
burban  and  flat  dwellers  were  severely  handicapped 
and  thus  largely  prevented  from  showing  the 
improvement  which  would  otherwise  have  resulted 
from  their  bettered  home  conditions.  The  Education 
Act  of  1921  still  remains,  however,  the  most  definite 
means  of  raising  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  our 
school-going  population.  Its  application  in  this 
country  would  surely  not  be  unwelcome  to  that  large 
body  of  parents  whose  children  now  attend  our 
^National  Schools  rather  than  private  schools. 

Dental  Conditions. — The  teeth  of  our  school  child- 
ren are  not  good.  A taste  for  soft  starchy  foods 
and  failure  to  cleanse  the  teeth  are  responsible  for 
much  of  the  dental  caries.  It  is  only  a very  small 
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proportion  of  the  school  children  who  have  tooth  brushes 
and  a still  smaller  number  who  use  them.  Parents 
and  children,  too,  are  extraordinarily  slow  in  accept- 
ing the  conservative  treatment  available  here,  in 
Terenure  and  in  the  Dental  Hospital.  They  even 
postpone  extractions  until  toothache  makes  itself  such 
a nuisance  to  the  household  as  to  compel  treatment. 
It  is  then  too  late  for  fillings  or  simple  extractions, 
and  cleaning  out  the  mouth  under  general  anaes- 
thesia is  too  frequently  the  only  means  of  dealing  with 
these  cases. 


Dental  inspections  in  the  schools  would  be  a very 
great  help  towards  the  detection  and  remedying  of 
dental  decay  in  its  earlier  stages.  Six  monthly  inspec- 
tions of  every  child’s  mouth  by  a School  Dentist  and 
the  booking  of  appointments  for  treatment  there  and 
then  would  serve  considerably  towards  reducing  the 
persistent  high  incidence  of  dental  caries.  The  latter 
is  unfortunately  so  well  marked  that  under  present 
conditions  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  school  children's 
decayed  teeth  are  capable  of  saving.  Radiography, 
too,  as  a method  of  early  detection,  especially  of  inter- 
stitial caries,  might  well  be  included  in  every  scheme 
of  preventive  dentistry.  Close  contact  between  den- 
tist, child,  parent  and  teacher  must  be  established  and 
maintained  if  we  hope  to  save  the  teeth  of  our  people 
and  to  lessen  the  extent  of  septic  throats,  discharging 
ears,  enlarged  glands,  and  general  ill  health  in  our 
school  population.  The  amount  of  valuable  time  lost 
through  toothache  alone  and  the  interruption  of 
school  routine  is  a serious  bar  to  educational  progress. 
It  might  be  so  easily  prevented  if  parents  could  be 
made  to  realise  the  need  for  early  attention,  especially 
to  the  first  dentition.  Suffering  and  ill  health  due  to  the 
neglect  of  children’s  mouths  is  not  easily  comprehended 
in  the  light  of  modern  provision  for  quickly  and  easily 
preserving  innumerable  teeth  which  would  otherwise 
be  decayed  beyond  repair,  or  at  least  extensively 
diseased. 
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Poster*.— Folk  dancing  is  taught  m some  of  o 
National  Schools.  Parents  also  arrange  that  their 
children  attend  dancing  classes  after  school  ho  • 
Boys  and  girls  learn  singing  at  school  ; they  are 
and  interested,  and  yet  there  is  little  improvement  n 
the  posture  and  gait  of  our  young  people.  oi 
shoulders  and  mouth  breathing  continue  to  detract 
from  their  mental  and  physical  well  being.  Lack  oi 
training  in  the  simple  rules  of  hygiene,  fatigue,  un- 
suitable and  insufficient  school  furniture,  poor  lig 
ing,  defective  ventiliation,  inadequate  floor  and  play- 
ground space  in  the  schools,  the  absence  of  a mid-day 
dinner,  together  with  insufficient  sleep— all  these  are 
causative  factors.  Our  educational  system,  too,  wit 
its  lack  of  physical  training  under  skilled  instruction 
and  supervision,  cannot  be  held  entirely  free  from 
blame  in  this  matter.  Certain  schools  with  sufficient 
and  proper  playgrounds  have  now  arranged  for  the 
employment  of  an  instructor  in  physical  culture 
trained  and  qualified  to  teach  growing  children.  The 
parents  defray  the  cost  of  this  Instructor  s services, 
and  their  efforts  are  being  amply  rewarded  by  the 
improvement  in  their  children  s health.  The  teachers 
co-operate  fully  with  the  Scheme,  which  has  been  in- 
augurated by  them,  and  they  are  to  be  sincerely 
congratulated  on  their  efforts  towards  the  betterment 
of  their  pupils. 

The  beneficial  influence  of  physical  culture  is  so 
apparent  and  widespread  that  it  is  now  regarded  as 
an  integral  part  of  all  modern  educational  systems. 
It  seems  almost  incredible  indeed  that  suitable  pro- 
vision has  not  yet  been  made  here  for  its  introduction 
into  ah  our  National  Schools,  boys’  and  girls’,  with  suit- 
able modifications  for  the  under  nourished  children, 
more  especially  for  the  families  of  prolonged  unemploy- 
ment. There  are  no  serious  difficulties  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Scheme.  Dublin  contains  a recognised 
school  of  physical  training  which  turns  out  skilled  in- 
structors, scientifically  taught  and  qualified.  There  is  no 
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need  then  to  have  recourse  to  the  undesirable  practice 
of  employing  untrained  persons.  The  newly  erected 
National  Schools  are  equipped  with  roof  or  ordinary 
playgrounds.  The  children  love  music  and  rhythm 
and  activity — and  these  are  included  in  the  modern 
systematised  physical  training  as  distinct  from  the 
uninteresting  jerks  of  heretofore.  The  excellent  dis- 
plays given  by  the  Christian  Brothers’  boys  last  year, 
and  witnessed  by  their  relatives  and  friends,  might 
well  be  taken  as  a lead  for  other  schools  to  follow, 
especially  the  girls.  School  playgrounds  when  not  in 
use  might  even  be  lent  to  the  groups  of  children  from 
other  schools  in  the  area  where  no  playground  is  avail- 
able. These  physical  training  classes  must,  however, 
be  thrown  open  to  the  children  of  all  the  schools,  and 
not  confined  to  those  whose  parents  are  able  to  pay. 
The  children  of  the  poor  must  not  be  precluded  from 
the  enjoyment  and  benefit  of  that  physical  training 
which  is  a national  as  well  as  a personal  gain. 
Schemes  of  physical  culture  might  well  be  utilised 
against  the  unfortunate  trend  towards  delinquency  in 
our  school  children  which  is  to-day  causing  such  grave 
anxiety  to  all  educators.  Swimming  classes,  too,  in 
the  Municipal  Baths  would  be  such  a boon  to  the  city 
children,  and  might  be  so  easily  arranged  for  those 
schools  situated  near  the  baths.  The  happiness  and 
sense  of  well-being  arising  from  swimming  and  phy- 
sical training  ought  surely  to  be  within  reach  of  all 
our  school  children,  not  limited  to  the  privileged  few. 
The  improved  physical  and  mental  condition  of  the 
children  would  vastly  repay  the  financial  outlay  were 
health  and  contentment  to  be  measured  in  terms  of 
finance. 

Eye  Conditions.  Vision.  The  extent  of  Visual 
Defect  in  our  child  population  is  not  being  lessened 
by  the  poor  lighting  in  the  homes  and  class  rooms  and 
by  the  continued  use  of  book  and  blackboard  teaching 
in  such  schools.  Indeed  the  physical  and  mental  strain 
imposed  on  teachers  and  children  daily  working  in 
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badly  lighted  rooms,  in  ill  ventilated  atmosphere, 
would  constitute  a nice  problem  for  any  commission 
engaged  on  the  Fatigue  Factor  and  Educational  Pro- 
gress. In  one  particular  school  visited  last  year,  95 
per  cent,  of  the  children  showed  visual  acuity  below 
6/6  when  tested  in  the  dim  lighting  of  their  class 
room.  And  yet  sewing  is  one  of  the  main  occupations 
selected  by  a large  majority  of  the  girls  on  leaving 
school.  It  is  not  surprising  that  their  services  are 
only  too  frequently  dispensed  with  as  having  been 
found  unfit  for  their  work.  Education  under  existing 
conditions  in  some  of  the  older  schools  is  fallacious. 
We  would  urge  the  provision  of  adequate  lighting  in 
the  class  rooms,  and  the  re-arrangement  of  desks,  or  the 
substitution  of  wireless  talks,  gardening  lessons,  cook- 
ing and  laundry  for  the  continued  teaching  by  use  of 
ordinary  printed  books,  cheap  paper,  and  defective 
blackboard  surface,  especially  in  those  poorly  illum- 
ined school  buildings.  A special  class  with  no  home 
lessons  might  well  be  set  up  for  the  number  of  school- 
going children  with  high  visual  error. 

External  Eye  Disease. — The  question  of  external 
Eye  Disease  is  intimately  bound  up  with  the  provision 
of,  and  instruction  in  their  use  of  adequate  and  suit- 
able toilet  facilities  in  our  National  Schools,  with 
power  to  exclude  from  school  those  children  found  to 
be  suffering  from  infective  eye  conditions.  Better  no 
toilet  or  drinking  facilities  in  a school  with  sore-eyed 
children  than  the  sharing  of  a common  towel,  more 
especially  here  where  Trachoma  is  actually  present  in 
our  school  population  (35  cases  during  1937),  “ a 
disease  of  the  eyes  which  has  brought  misery  and 
suffering  to  untold  millions  down  through  the  ages, 
one  of  the  oldest  of  known  plagues,  run  true  to 
type  for  some  6,000  years,”  and  the  greatest  single 
cause  of  blindness.  “ The  Pharaohs  knew  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  Greeks  knew  it.  In  the  Middle  Ages, 
Western  Europe  suffered  greviously  from  its  intro- 
duction by  the  returning  Crusaders.  The  ravages  of 
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Trachoma  among  the  armies  in  Egypt  contributed  not 
a little  to  the  failure  of  Napoleon’s  campaign.  To- 
day it  is  still  one  of  the  major  plagues  of  Egypt.  Tt 
is  a pest  in  the  Holy  Land.  It  is  the  common  enemy 
of  good  sight  in  far  Cathay.  It  has  even  infected 
the  New  World.  Such  is  Trachoma.  A world-wide 
scourge  of  ancient  and  modern  days;  the  most  pro- 
lific source  of  sore  eyes,  of  gross  disfigurement,  and 
of  blindness.”  And  yet  there  are  some  schools  in  our 
city  where  the  children  attend  for  lessons,  though 
victims  of  this  malady,  which  from  its  very  infective- 
ness has  been  justly  included  among  the  plagues. 
Parents  are,  of  course,  advised  to  keep  the  sufferers 
away  from  school  in  their  own  and  in  the  other  child- 
ren's interests  as  well  as  that  of  the  teachers.  They 
are  urged  to  continue  attending  at  the  hospitals  until 
treatment  is  completed,  and  to  have  other  members  of 
the  family  examined.  In  this  as  in  all  other  “ Eye  ” 
questions  the  work  of  the  National  Council  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  is  of  untold  value,  and  we  are 
deeply  indebted  to  them  for  their  generous  assistance, 
so  willingly  and  so  efficiently  rendered. 

The  course  of  Trachoma  is  so  slow  that  parents  and 
children  weary  of  treatment.  A child  growing  up 
without  schooling,  untaught  and  untrained,  is  a 
nuisance  to  its  family,  and  so  the  Trachoma  case 
eventually  slips  back  to  school,  a menace  to  the  eye- 
sight of  children  and  teachers.  It  is  retarded  edu- 
cationally by  reason  of  its  physical  defect  and  the 
school  time  lost  therebv,  and  there  is  no  alternative 
education  or  training  provided  for  the  unfortunate 
sufferer,  doomed  as  it  so  frequently  is  to  ultimate 
sightlessness  and  despair.  Blind  Residential  Schools 
are  unwilling  that  their  pupils  run  the  risk  of  infec- 
tion by  admitting  Trachoma  cases.  They  are  in  effect 
outcasts.  Surely  a Trachoma  school  or  hospital  might 
be  set  up  here  to  deal  with  these  cases  and  to  prevent 
the  blighting  of  still  further  children  by  the  admission 
of  Trachoma  cases  to  ordinary  National  Schools?  At 
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the  risk  of  wearisome  repetition  one  must  again  ask 
that  School  Medical  Officers  be  given  power  to 
exclude  children  from  school  whom  they  consider  un- 
suitable by  reason  of  infectiveness  or  other  cause,  in 
the  interests  of  teachers  and  children. 

Malnutrition. — The  family  history  of  a large  section 
of  our  school  children  shows  that  unemployment  in  the 
case  of  the  wage  earning  parent  has  been  their  lot  all 
through  the  child’s  school  life.  Malnutrition  under 
such  circumstances,  is  almost  inevitable.  It  is  a prob- 
lem so  closely  linked  up  with  cost  of  living,  earning 
capacity,  wages,  housing,  feeding,  schools,  rest  and 
sleep  and  a hygienic  way  of  life,  that  its  solution 
might  well  be  here  as  elsewhere  a matter  for  national 
concern.  The  Building  Strike  of  1937  was,  however, 
a catastrophe  of  such  magnitude  as  to  dwarf  for  the 
time  being  all  other  contributory  factors.  The  dispute 
in  the  Building  Industry  began  on  1st  April, 
1937,  and  terminated  on  6th  October,  1937.  The 
total  number  of  work  people  engaged  in  the  build- 
ing trade  in  Dublin  who  were  involved  in  the  stoppage 
of  work  amounted  to  11,600.  About  3,500  of  these, 
however,  were  re-employed  in  the  early  days  of  the 
dispute  when  their  employers  came  to  terms.  The  total 
number  of  working  days  lost  was  approximately 
1,208,400,  from  which  can  be  calculated  the  huge  loss 
in  wages  to  the  homes.  Such  abnormal  conditions 
were  very  trying  for  parents  and  children. 

The  prolonged  period  of  insecurity  and  tension  to- 
gether with  the  straightened  circumstances  during  and 
subsequent  to  the  trade  dispute  reacted  unfavourably 
on  the  mental  and  physical  health  of  the  school  popu- 
lation, and  has  not  served  towards  lessening  the 
incidence  of  nerves  among  the  school  population. 

The  defects  actually  found  in  School  Medical  In- 
spection are  broadly  speaking  the  effects  of  prolonged 
malnutrition  oi  other  domestic  evils,  or  are  the  end 
products  of  earlier  catarral  and  specific  febrile  infec- 
tions. Malnutrition,  on  the  other  hand,  often  occurs 
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apart  from  necessitous  parental  circumstances.  Jt 
can  then  be  prevented  in  both  mother  and  child  by  a 
better  balanced  dietary  which  will  help  in  increasing 
resistance  to  infection.  This,  in  turn,  depends  on  the 
infiltration  into  the  minds  and  consciences  of  mothers 
and  future  mothers  of  health  principles,  by  accurate 
teaching  of  hygiene  in  the  course  of  elementary  and 
secondary  education. 

Hire  purchase  is  a feature  of  modern  life  which 
imposes  a heavy  financial  burden  on  the  wage  earner, 
more  especially  on  those  residents  in  new  housing 
estates. 

The  wearing  of  rubber  boots  all  day  in  school  with 
or  without  stockings  does  not  make  for  better  health 
in  the  child.  They  are  cheap.  They  are  easy  to  pull 
on  in  the  morning  rush  out  of  the  crowded  room  shared 
by  a large  family,  but  this  does  not  justify  the  wear- 
ing of  such  unsuitable  footgear.  Indeed  the  type  of 
leather  boot  worn  by  many  of  the  children  nowadays 
appears  to  give  little  support  to  their  ankles,  and  the 
incidence  of  eversion  with  subsequent  flat  foot  is  be- 
coming increasingly  common.  Some  children  wear 
overcoats  and  scarves  in  school  all  day — an  indication 
of  their  poor  resistance  to  winter  conditions.  It  is  a 
strange  commentary  on  the  health  of  our  young  people 
and  upon  their  attitude  towards  life. 

Tuberculosis. — Children  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
and  Surgical  Tuberculosis  are  referred  to  the  Muni- 
cipal Tuberculosis  Department,  together  with  the  con- 
tacts and  suspected  cases.  Some  parents,  however, 
prefer  to  take  their  children  to  the  Outpatients’ 
Departments  of  voluntary  Hospitals  for  examination 
and  treatment.  The  Royal  City  of  Dublin  Hospital 
has  been  doing  excellent  work  dealing  with  the  problem 
of  Tuberculosis  in  young  persons  during  the  past  year, 
more  especially  the  early  cases.  Sincere  thanks  are  ex- 
tended to  the  staff  and  to  that  of  other  hospitals  whose 
valuable  work  in  this  respect  is  such  a boon.  A table 
at  the  end  of  this  report  shows  that  definite  establi- 
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shed  Tuberculosis  is  present  in  the  school-going 
population  not  merely  in  its  earliest  stages.  Thus  it 
constitutes  a danger  to  teachers  and  class  fellows  and 
can  only  be  reduced  by  close  and  persevering  investi- 
gation of  all  school  contacts  as  well  as  the  actual  patient. 
Here  again  is  a rigid  system  of  school  exclusion 
essential. 

Juvenile  Rheumatism  cases  are  examined  and 
treated  at  three  Supervisory  Centres  in  Dublin,  and 
children  requiring  period  of  treatment  in  a Rest  Home 
are  admitted  to  Linden,  Blackrock.  The  figures  for 
attendance  at  these  Centres  show  that  the  work  done 
in  1937  is  appreciated  by  parents.  The  supervision 
of  early  cases  is  especially  important,  and  their  recom- 
mendation for  rest  from  school.  Gratitude  is  here 
expressed  to  the  “ Rheumatism  Scheme.” 

Special  Schools,  day  and  residential,  for  the  debili- 
tated, the  rheumatism  and  chorea  case,  the  treated 
Tuberculosis  child,  the  cardiac  and  nephritic  are  still 
awaited.  Their  need  is  yearly  becoming  more  urgent. 
With  the  constantly  increased  numbers  their  lack  is 
being  more  and  more  keenly  felt.  Belgrove,  Clontarf , 
is  so  admirably  suited  for  the  purpose  that  one  trusts 
that  the  wants  of  these  children  will  soon  be  fulfilled. 

The  provision  of  Cripples'  Schools , day  and  residen- 
tial can  no  longer  be  deferred.  The  number  of  children 
wearing  appliances  has  now  increased  to  196.  These 
are  essentially  cases  for  a school  which  affords  special- 
ised education  and  training,  arid  not  for  an  ordinary 
National  School.  It  is  both  unfair  to  themselves  and 
to  the  other  children.  The  delay  in  establishing  these 
and  Open  Air  Schools  is  lamentable. 

Holiday  Scheme  and  Convalescence. — Cheeverstown 
Convalescent  Home  admitted  490  cases  of  debili- 
tated children  during  the  past  year.  Linden,  with  the 
generous  sympathy  which  characterises  it,  did  not  re- 
fuse the  parents  who  applied  there  for  a period  of 
open  air,  health  and  happiness  for  their  children.  The 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Societv  and  the  Fresh  Air  Fund 
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are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  Holiday  Schemes  for 
children.  The  summer  camps,  too,  for  National  School 
Boys  and  Girls  under  Irish  auspices  have  done  ex- 
cellent work,  and  one  hopes  to  see  the  movement  grow 
and  expand  to  embrace  even  those  children  who  can- 
not as  yet  speak  Irish  and  whose  parents  cannot  afford 
to  defray  even  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  camp. 

Mental  Defect. — There  is  contained  in  the  National 
Library,  in  eight  volumes,  the  Reports  and  Evidence 
of  the  Royal  Commission  in  1908,  into  the  Care  and 
Control  of  the  Feeble  Minded  (Ireland).  The  year  1937 
is  noteworthy  by  reason  of  the  initiation  of  a further 
Investigation  into  the  Incidence  of  Mental  Deficiency 
in  Eire.  Group  tests  were  carried  out  by  Hospitals 
Commission  workers  on  children  between  ages  of  10 
and  11  years  attending  National  Schools  in  Northern 
area  of  Dublin  County  Borough.  Entry  into  the 
Schools  and  testing  of  the  children  was  done  in  the 
name  of  the  Chief  School  Medical  Officer  who  holds 
the  Diploma  in  Mental  Deficiency.  Children  who 
failed  to  attain  a certain  proficiency  in  the  group  tests 
were  examined  individually  in  the  Medical  Service 
Department  premises,  Lord  Edward  Street.  This 
latter  arrangement,  by  the  permission  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  reduced  the  extent  of  disturbance 
in  the  actual  schools,  some  of  which  do  not  even  con- 
tain a teacher’s  room,  none  of  which  are  equipped  as 
yet  with  a School  Medical  Inspection  room.  Names 
of  all  children  found  mentally  defective  or  retarded 
in  the  course  of  the  Dublin  School  Medical  Officers’ 
work  for  the  past  nine  years  were  submitted  to  the 
Hospitals  Commission  workers.  It  is,  of  course,  only 
the  higher  grades  which  one  sees  in  the  National 
Schools.  The  question  of  care  and  control  of  defectives 
has  been  urged  and  put  forward  since  the  early  Vic- 
torian Era.  The  lower  grades  are  so  ineducable  as  to 
discontinue  attendance  at  the  ordinary  National 
Schools  after  a brief  period,  if  indeed  they  have 
ever  reached  the  stage  of  entry  into  school.  And  so 
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they  slip  back  into  obscurity  and  disregard  and  may 
never  come  within  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  How  easily  might  even  Occupational  Centres 
be  established  to  cater  for  these  unfortunate  children  ? 
Legal  provision  for  the  testing  and  special  education 
of  the  higher  grade  Mental  Defectives  who  are  found 
attending  our  City  Schools  is  long  since  overdue.  It 
is  still  eagerly  looked  to,  in  fairness  to  the  vast  num- 
ber of  normal  children  in  the  schools.  Special 
curriculum  and  training  methods,  special  equipment, 
the  provision  of  specially  trained  certificated  teachers 
in  suitable  school  premises  with  work  rooms,  ample 
space,  playground,  etc. — surely  the  difficulties  in  set- 
ting up  these  schools  (day  and  residential)  are  not  in- 
superable? If  a child  is  unable  by  reason  of  mental 
defect  to  profit  by  the  ordinary  educational  facilities 
being  afforded,  then,  an  alternative  should,  in  the 
interests  of  the  subnormal  child  and  of  its  quicker 
class-mates,  be  made  available. 

The  question  of  mental  defect,  retardation,  moral 
defect,  etc.,  is  so  frequently  associated  with  Delin- 
quency that  it  might  well  be  made  a subject  for 
immediate  action  by  the  Education  Authorities.  Be- 
cause of  their  inability  to  compete  with  their 
class-mates  in  the  ordinary  school  curriculum  any  type 
of  delinquent  tendency  may  develop  in  backward 
children.  Under  different  conditions  these  could  be 
transformed  from  dull  and  apathetic,  not  caring  to 
try  to  do  anything  for  fear  of  failure,  into  attentive 
helpful  children.  Bickering  and  destructive  tenden- 
cies would  be  lessened,  and  school  become  not  a place 
of  dread  but  a place  of  enjoyment.  Their  span  of 
interest  is  unfortunately  often  extremely  short  and 
variable,  tempers  hot  and  habits  bad,  but  there  are 
ways  of  getting  these  children  to  be  willing  to  try.  A 
careless,  unsocial  group  started  on  its  way  to  become 
a courteous,  thoughtful  class,  anxious  to  achieve  and 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  other  members  of  their 
school  and  home — even  this  can  be  achieved  by  Special 
Schools  with  the  appropriate  methods. 
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Power  to  exclude  mental  defective  children  from 
ordinary  National  Schools  and  to  conduct  statutory 
medical  inspection  of  such  children  is  still  awaited  by 
School  Medical  Officers.  Herding  retarded  children 
in  one  room  of  a National  School  and  setting  aside  a 
member  of  the  staff  to  teach  them  is  worse  than  useless, 
and  yet  that  is  the  only  alternative  to  the  Board  of 
Assistance  referring  all  cases  to  the  Residential 
Institutions  at  Cabra  and  Blackrock. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  were  found  in 
the  course  of  routine  school  medical  inspection  48 
cases  of  well  marked  mental  defect,  and  15  cases  of 
lesser  degree.  This  added  to  the  cases  found  since 
the  inception  of  the  School  Medical  Service  in  1928, 
makes  a figure  of  no  mean  proportions.  It  is  without 
any  doubt  the  School  Medical  Officer  who  first  finds 
the  Mental  Defective  and  the  backward  child;  it  is 
this  official  who  must  recognise  the  presence  of  the 
condition  and  be  equipped  to  deal  with  it.  It  is  speci- 
fically laid  down  in  the  Public  Health  Medical  Treat- 
ment of  Children  (Ireland)  Order , 1920,  under  which 
School  Medical  Officers  work. 

Last  year  the  number  of  parents  applying  for  ex- 
amination of  their  children  and  seeking  the  advice 
and  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  for  abnor- 
mal behaviour  and  mental  states  showed  a marked 
increase.  Under  existing  conditions  this  trend  will 
probably  be  on  the  upgrade,  and  the  Local  as  well  as 
the  Central  Authority  must  ultimately  consider 
making  suitable  provision  for  these  children. 

Wireless  Talks. — Broadcasts  to  Schools,  begun  in 
1937,  is  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  year’s  educa- 
tional system.  Less  than  one-tenth  of  the  Dublin 
schools  are,  however,  equipped  with  wireless,  and 
health  talks  on  the  air  constituted  only  a disappoint- 
ingly small  proportion  of  the  year’s  wireless 
programme.  The  system  had  actually  been  established 
for  nine  months  before  this  excellent  method  of 
educating  the  children  in  health  matters  was  utilised, 
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an  opportunity  which  might  well  have  been  seized, 
especially  in  the  interests  of  the  older  children.  Talks 
on  such  apparently  unimportant  subjects  as  nail  biting 
and  handkerchiefs  would  be  made  to  fulfil  a dual 
purpose  by  promoting  the  interests  of  children’s  minds 
as  well  as  their  bodies.  The  twelve  wireless  talks  of 
15  minutes  each,  which  single  out  1937  as  a year  of 
progress,  were  excellent  in  every  way,  but  one  hopes 
that  Health  and  the  School  Child  ” will  soon  be 
given  its  rightful  place  in  a twelve  months’  broadcast 
to  schools. 

School  Premises . — So  much  has  been  said  and 
written  on  this  matter  that  one  cannot  but  regret  the 
missing  of  an  excellent  opportunity  afforded  within 
recent  years  of  closing  down  some  of  the  old  and  in 
certain  cases  delap i dated  school  buildings  in  the  centre 
of  the  city.  The  migration  outward  of  families  from 
the  densely  populated  areas  by  the  Local  Authority 
has  now  been  in  progress  for  some  years.  Temporary 
school  structures  erected  in  the  new  districts  would 
have  served  a purpose  in  accommodating  the  children 
of  families  moved  out  until  such  time  as  permanent 
buildings  were  made  available.  Instead  of  this  the 
children  were  admitted  into  the  schools  near  the  new 
housing  estates,  until  the  overcrowding  became  so 
completely  impossible  that  further  admissions  were 
discontinued.  The  children  were  then  left  bereft  of 
educational  facilities,  hence  the  establishment  of  a 
transport  service  to  take  approximately  2,300  children 
back  to  schools  in  the  midst  of  that  very  district 
whence  they  had  been  migrated — a retrograde  step, 
and  one  that  cannot  be  regarded  with  favour,  even 
though  it  may  only  be  a temporary  expedient.  The 
Department  of  Education  had  previously  ascertained 
that  accommodation  was  available  in  the  City  Schools. 
The  provision  of  buses  to  convey  children  does  not 
solve  the  school  problem.  Some  of  the  school  premises 
in  the  centre  of  the  city  were  put  up  long  before  the 
modern  concept  of  school  buildings.  The  lighting. 


H 


114 


heating  and  ventilation  and  floor  space  are  not  up  to 
standard.  The  playground,  cloakroom,  toilet  facilities 
and  sanitary  accommodation  all  fall  short  of  present  day 
requirements. . Regarded  as  excellent  in  their  day  and 
built  often  under  conditions  of  great  difficulty  and 
stress  as  regards  the  provision  of  sites  and  the  raising 
of  funds,  they  must  inevitably  now  find  themselves 
superseded  by  more  recent  types  of  school  building. 
New  plans  have  been  adopted  for  school  buildings  in 
this  as  in  other  countries.  With  gradual  development 
it  is  inevitable  that  the  old-fashioned  unsound  premises 
fall  into  disuse  or  that  separate  departments  close 
down — the  premises  to  be  handed  over  for  some 
purpose  other  than  the  education  of  children.  The 
re-housing  of  our  people  will  continue,  and  the 
advance  plans  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Authority. 
The  Department  of  Education  is  endeavouring  to 
have  the  schools  in  the  new  areas  built  and  ready  for 
occupation  when  the  migration  is  completed.  A table 
at  the  end  of  this  Report  gives  a review  of  the  pro- 
gress in  the  provision  of  school  premises  for  Dublin 
County  Borough.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the 
Department  of  Education  for  supplying  the  data. 
Facilities  for  Medical,  Dental  and  Cleanliness  In- 
spection will  be  provided  in  all  the  new  schools  in 
course  of  time,  and  will  supply  a much'  felt  need  of 
indisposed  teachers  and  children. 

The  School  Meals  Bill  provides  for  those  children 
who  would  otherwise  not  derive  full  benefit  from  the 
educational  system.  Milk  and  a bun  are  given  at 
mid-day. 

School  Closure  was  unfortunately  almost  universal 
in  the  city  during  the  spring  of  1937.  The  Influenza 
epidemic  and  poor  attendance  of  pupils  were  said  to 
account  for  this  extraordinary  procedure.  Children 
thus  deprived  of  a free  meal  during  the  most  inclement 
months  of  the  year  were  exposed  to  infection  in 
cinemas  and  pubiic  playgrounds.  School  closure  there- 
fore defeats  its  own  ends  and  might  well  be  discon- 
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tinued.  Legal  provision  for  school  exclusion  and 
supervision  of  contacts  would  be  of  much  greater 
benefit  to  the  school  community. 

Infants'  School. — The  practice  of  teaching  young 
children,  more  especially  infants,  in  overcrowded  un- 
suitable rooms,  is  trying  for  both  staff  and  pupils.  It 
demands  an  amount  of  energy  and  vital  force  which 
might  very  well  be  expended  in  for  fruitful  activities. 
The  child  who  has  discovered  that  oblivion  is  the 
easiest  way  out  under  these  conditions  is  doubly  wear- 
ing on  its  teachers.  Listlessness  and  indifference  may 
present  a false  picture  of  dullness  and  ineducability 
on  the  part  of  that  child,  who  is  merely  reacting  to 
the  devitalising  conditions  under  which  knowledge  is 
being  imparted.  Drowsy  and  heedless  the  child  may 
unconsciously  acquire  a grave  distaste  for  the  tedium 
of  school.  During  the  past  year  alone  prosecutions 
were  instituted  in  385  cases  of  non-attendance  at 
school,  and  the  Justices  committed  50  children  to 
Industrial  Schools  under  Section  17  of  the  School 
Attendance  Act,  1926.  The  new-found  habit  of 
escape  into  the  realm  of  fantasy,  too,  may  not  be  so 
easily  discarded  when  long  past  childhood. 

It  is  in  the  Infants’  Schools  that  children  are  first 
definitely  exposed  to  many  kinds  of  infection  and  this 
within  the  confines  of  class  rooms  as  opposed  to  the 
streets  and  playgrounds  of  pre-school  days.  Lowered 
resistance  resulting  from  insufficient  ventilation,  floor 
space  and  light,  and  from  cramped  posture  in  unsuit- 
able desks  in  the  school  must  be  avoided  if  the  in- 
cidence of  childhood  illness  is  to  be  lowered  and  if 
epidemics  are  to  be  checked.  The  importance  from  an 
educational  as  well  as  a health  view  point  of  ample 
and  suitable  drinking,  washing  and  toilet  facilities 
in  the  infants’  school  is  especially  great.  They 
must  be  so  designed,  too,  as  to  permit  of  their  use  by 
infant  children  who  would  be  constantly  supervised 
and  trained  in  their  utilisation. 
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Nursery  Schools. — It  is  in  this  respect  that  the 
Nursery  School  is  particularly  beneficial. 

The  training  of  infant  children  is  the  beginning  of 
the  Nation’s  health.  Carried  out  in  Irish  it  would 
promote  the  language  movement  by  correlating  that 
language  with  the  child’s  daily  life.  If  simple  exer- 
cises in  hygiene  were  given  in  Irish  the  child  could  be 
made  to  acquire  the  correct  attitude  towards  good 
habits  of  life,  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  stress  and  hurry 
of  the  one-roomed  dwelling — the  home  as  yet  of  so 
many  city  children. 

Failing  the  provision  of  Nursery  Schools  for  the 
younger  children,  or  Nursery  Classes  in  the  ordinary 
National  Schools,  it  is  essential  that  infants  be  not 
admitted  to  schools  before  the  age  of  five  years,  at 
the  earliest.  The  premises  available  should  be  ample 
and  of  suitable  design  for  the  education  and  training 
of  young  children. 

The  infants’  school  day  should  cease  at  1 p.m.  for 
hot  dinner  and  an  afternoon  rest  either  at  home  or  on 
the  verendah  of  school  premises.  Mid-morning  milk 
would  of  course  be  provided.  Noise  and  fatigue  should 
be  eliminated,  especially  with  modern  children  who  get 
so  little  rest  and  who  need  it  so  much.  Insufficient  sleep 
and  that  obtained  often  under  unsuitable  conditions 
is  the  greatest  enemy  of  our  city  school  children. 
Teaching  such  material  even  in  well  planned  schools 
imposes  a great  strain  on  the  staff. 

No  school  should  be  allowed  to  admit  a greater 
number  of  children  than  that  for  which  it  was  built. 
This  is  especially  necessary  in  the  case  of  Infant 
Schools.  Fitting  in  of  extra  small  children  with  con- 
sequent overcrowding  is  unwise  from  the  viewpoint 
of  Teachers  and  Pupils. 

Cloakrooms  and  passages  must  not  be  used  as  class 
rooms,  nor  are  hallways  and  basements,  etc.,  suitable 
centres  for  the  education  of  infant  children,  even  if 
it  is  merely  a question  of  accommodating  the  over- 
flow from  an  already  filled  school  room. 

The  withdrawal  of  infant  children  between  the  ages 
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of  4 and  7 years  from  our  City  National  Schools  and 
their  transfer  to  Nursery  Schools  would  relieve  the 
congestion  and  overcrowding  which  so  spoils  many  of 
our  Infant  Schools.  It  would  add  a hundredfold  to 
the  health  and  well  being  of  the  children  if  even  one 
Nursery  School  were  set  up  in  the  densely  populated 
areas.  Nursery  classes  for  young  children  in  suitably 
designed  and  staffed  Infants’  Schools  might  even  now 
be  considered  in  the  interests  not  alone  of  the  present 
but  of  the  future  generations. 

Nursery  Schools  would  constitute  an  excellent  train- 
ing centres  for  girls  of  school-leaving  age  and  might 
well  be  utilised  for  this  purpose — Irish  being  of  course 
the  medium  of  expression.  “ Pre-entry  ” medical 
inspection  of  children  attending  Nursery  Schools  is 
but  one  of  their  many  advantages.  The  early  dis- 
covering and  remedying  of  defects  would  enable  the 
child  to  derive  full  benefit  from  subsequent  National 
School  education.  Abnormal  children  found  attending 
Nursery  Schools  would  also  be  appropriately  catered 
for,  by  reference  if  necessary  for  education  in  Special 
Schools.  Only  those  children  considered  likely  to 
profit  by  the  educational  standards  of  ordinary  schools 
would  be  permitted  to  enter  them. 

Abnormal  Children. — Under  this  category  are 
included  the  following  classes  of  children ; merely  dull 
or /and  backward;  mentally  defective  (feeble  minded); 
imbecile;  moral  defective;  idiot;  physically  defective; 
blind  or  partially  blind;  deaf  mute  or  semi-mute  or 
semi-deaf  and  epileptic. 

These  cases  are  reported  by  parents,  head  teachers, 
health  nurses,  School  Attendance  Officers,  Hospitals 
and  similar  Institutions,  Voluntary  Societies  and 
private  medical  practitioners.  They  should,  of  course, 
be  submitted  to  a special  examination  and  placed  in 
a Special  Day  or  Residential  School  or  Special  Class 
in  ordinary  National  School  according  to  the  character 
and  degree  of  the  abnormality. 

Follow  Up, — Parents  are  notified  of  all  defects 
found  at  S.M.I.,  and  treatment  is  made  available. 
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This,  however,  is  not  always  accepted  by  parents  and 
guardians  for  one  reason  or  another.  The  six  School 
Nurses  get  in  touch  with  those  who  fail  to  obtain 
treatment,  or  who  cease  attending  at  their  special 
department  before  treatment  is  completed.  They 
explain  to  them  the  necessity  for  having  defects 
remedied  and  urge  them  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
facilities  which  have  been  placed  at  their  disposal. 
Twelve  thousand  of  such  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the 
School  Nursing  Staff  during  the  past  year. 

In  this  connection  I tender  thanks  to  the  Hospital 
Almoners  who  are  always  so  helpful. 

School  Staff. — The  teachers  have  been  as  courteous, 
unselfishly  interested,  helpful  and  keen  as  ever,  some- 
times, too,  under  very  difficult  conditions.  Their 
whole  hearted  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical 
Service,  and  their  skilled  assistance  so  freely  rendered, 
are  deeply  appreciated.  We  hope  that  in  time  the 
improved  physical  condition  of  their  pupils  will  repay 
them  in  some  small  way  for  the  trouble  which  they 
are  taking.  We  look  forward  most  of  all  to  the  pro- 
vision of  better  premises  wherein  their  own  lives  and 
the  school  days  of  the  children  may  be  happily  spent. 

To  the  School  Managers  and  Teachers  we  render 
our  sincere  thanks. 

Appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  various 
Voluntary  Organisations  in  the  city  is  placed  on 
record,  especially  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
and  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Understanding  and  sympathy 
characterise  the  unfailing  help  given  by  these  Societies 
and  account  largely  for  the  success  they  achieve. 

To  the  Tuberculosis  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Departments  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  I offer  sincere 
thanks  for  their  help  throughout  the  year. 

The  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  are 
warmly  thanked  ; Sir  Arthur  Nevvsholme  has  indeed 
rightly  said,  44  Perhaps  the  greatest  direct  benefit 
secured  by  the  School  Medical  Service  has  come 
through  the  School  Nurses.” 


Catherine  O'Brien, 
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TREATMENT  OF  ABNORMAL  CHILDREN,  1937. 

Physical  Defectives  : 

St.  Mary  s Blind  School  (Residential)  Merrion  5 children  in 

residence. 

St.  Joseph’s  Blind  School  (Residential) 

Brumcondra  ...  ...  ...  4 new  admissions. 

The  names  of  3 children  were  placed  011  the  Register  of  the  Blind 
during  1937.  These  children,  all  under  14  years  of  age,  were  after- 
wards admitted  to  Institutions  for  the  Blind. 


St.  Joseph's  Boys  School,  Deaf  and  Dumb 


(Residential) 

...  8 new  admissions. 

Orthopaedic  Hospital  Schools. 

Admission  during  1937. 

Merrion  Street 

...  ...  19 

Cappagh 

7 

• • • • » • j 

Coole 

rx 

• • • • • • fj 

Mental  Defectives  : 

• 

St.  Vincent’s  Special  School  (Residential)  Cabra, 

New  Cases  admitted  ...  ...  ...  14 

Obelisk  Park  Special  School  (Residential)  Boys  ...  Nil 

Stewart  ,,  „ ,,  ...  ...  Nil 

There  are  no  Day  Special  Schools  M.D.  and  P.I).  in  Dublin, 
nor  are  there  Special  Departments  of  ordinary  National  Schools. 

Voluntary  Hospital,  Children’s  Dispensary — Report  for  year 
1937. — 350  children  attended  of  whom  124  were  tested  percu- 
taneously  for  Tubercle  infection. 

Result — 48  positive  reactors  (38  per  cent.). 

76  negative  ,,  (61  ,,  ). 

Chest  X Ray  of  the  48  children  positive  to  skin  test  gave  the 
following  results  : — 

15  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (2  Phthisis  and 

13  Primary  infection  including  Pleurisy). 

16  cases  of  Healed  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

5 observation  cases  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

12  negative  cases  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  need  for  treatment  was  thus  indicated  in  4 per  cent,  of  all 
the  children  who  attended  at  this  Dispensary. 
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Juvenile  Rheumatism. 

Total  number  of  children  found  suffering  from  Rheumatic 

affections  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Growing  pains  ...  ...  83 

Heart  affections  ...  ...  71 

Growing  pains  and  Heart  symptoms  63 
Chorea  and  other  conditions  ...  20 


23 


/ 


School  Premises  : 

Reconstruction  Schemes  Carried  Out  During  1937. 

St.  Paul's  Boys , Queen  Street. — Residential  building,  5 Blackhall 
Street  was  reconstructed  to  provide  accommodation  for  184  pupils 
attending  this  school. 

School  Buildings  in  Course  of  Construction  in  Dublin 

During  1937. 

Crumlin  Convent  and  Infants  Schools. — New  schools  to  accom- 
modate 1,000  girls  and  1,024  infants.  Building  is  well  advanced. 
Work  was  held  up  for  a long  time  owing  to  the  building  strike. 

Crumlin  Christian  Brothers. — New  school  for  928  boys.  Building 
is  well  advanced.  Work  was  held  up  for  a long  period  owing 
to  the  building  strike. 

King's  Inns  Street  Convent. — This  school  is  being  completely 
reconstructed  to  provide  accommodation  for  1,256  children.  Work 
is  in  progress  on  the  scheme  and  is  well  advanced. 

Harold's  Cross  Boys  and  Girls. — Work  on  new  schools  for  352 
boys  and  216  girls  and  infants  well  advanced.  Schools  should  be 
completed  by  next  Autumn. 

St.  James  Convent , Basin  Lane. — Enlargement  and  reconstruction 
to  provide  for  292  additional  pupils.  Work  is  almost  completed. 

St.  Laurence  O'Toole's  Christian  Brothers , Seville  Place. — New 
school  for  480  pupils  to  be  opened  after  the  Easter  vacation,  1938. 

Star  of  the  Sea,  Sandymount. — New  school  for  278  infant  boys. 
Fresh  tenders  have  had  to  be  obtained  in  view  of  the  increase  in 
building  costs.  These  tenders  are  being  examined  and  it  is  expected 
that  building  work  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

St.  Louis  Convent,  Rathmines. — New  Girls’  and  Infants'  Schools 
for  736  pupils.  A grant  has  been  sanctioned  and  tenders  for  the 
work  will  shortly  be  invited. 
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Boys’  National  School  (Oblate  Fathers),  Inchicore. 


St.  Vincent's  Christian  Brothers , Glasnevin. — New  school  for  544 
boys.  A grant  has  been  sanctioned,  and  tenders  for  the  erection 
of  the  school  are  being  invited. 

Terenure  Convent. — It  is  proposed  to  erect  an  extension  which 
will  provide  additional  accommodation  for  464  pupils  in  ten  rooms. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  invite 
tenders  at  an  early  date. 

The  O'Connell  Christian  Brothers , North  Richmond  Street. — Pro- 
visional sanction  has  been  given  for  the  erection  of  a new  boys' 
school.  A site  for  the  school  has  been  obtained  and  preliminary 
investigations  in  the  case  are  proceeding. 

Chapelizod  Boys  and  Girls. — It  is  proposed  to  erect  new  schools 
to  supersede  the  present  schools  which  have  been  reported  to  be 
defective.  The  Manager  has  offered  a site  for  the  new  schools 
and  a report  as  to  its  suitability  is  awaited  from  the  Office  of 
Public  Works. 

St.  Andoen's  Boys , Girls  and  Infants. — Revised  sketch  plans  for 
the  erection  of  new  schools  for  696  boys,  girls  and  infants  are  being 
prepared  by  the  Manager's  Architects. 

Milltown  Boys. — New  school  for  216  boys  joroposed.  The  site 
originally  obtained  by  the  Manager  is  not  now  considered  suitable 
by  him  and  he  is  endeavouring  to  obtain  a more  suitable  site. 

Crumlin  North. — Three  new  schools,  each  to  accommodate  1,0C0 
pupils  (boys,  girls  and  infants),  are  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  Corporation  Housing  Scheme  in  Crumlin  North.  Sites  have 
been  reserved,  and  sketch  plans  are  being  prepared  in  the  Office 
of  Public  Works. 

Ellenfield  and  Larhhill. — Three  new  schools  required,  each  to 
accommodate  about  750  children  (boys,  girls  and  infants)  in  con- 
nection with  Corporation  Housing  Scheme.  Sites  have  been 
obtained  and  the  Office  of  Public  Works  are  being  asked  to  furnish 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  schools.  The  schools 
are  also  intended  to  relieve  the  congestion  in  Glasnevin  Model 
School. 

Donnycarney. — Three  new  schools  required,  each  to  accommodate 
about  850  children  (boys,  girls  and  infants).  The  Office  of  Public 
Works  are  being  asked  for  a report  as  to  the  suitability  of  the 
sites  set  aside  by  the  Corporation,  and  an  approximate  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  the  new  schools. 
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Roof  Playground,  Girls’  National  School,  Francis  Street. 
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Cabra  West. — Three  new  schools  are  required  for  1,000  boys, 
1,000  girls  and  1,000  infants.  Sites  have  been  reserved,  and  the 
Dominican  Nuns,  Cabra,  have  been  entrusted  with  the  management 
of  the  girls’  and  infants’  schools.  The  Office  of  Public  Works  are 
being  asked  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  sites  and  for  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  cost. 

Fairview  Girls  and  Infants. — New  schools  are  required  to  accom- 
modate about  560  girls  and  infants.  The  Manager  is  endeavouring 
to  acquire  a site. 

Rutland  Avenue. — A new  boys’  school  for  800  pupils  and  new 
junior  school  (also  for  800  pupils)  are  proposed  in  connection 
with  the  Corporation  Housing  Scheme  in  this  area.  The  Cor- 
poration have  been  asked  to  set  aside  sites  for  the  schools. 

Clontarf  Boys  and  Girls.— A large  residence,  Belgrove  House, 
was  acquired  and  a grant  was  sanctioned  for  its  reconstruction 
so  as  to  form  two  schools  for  118  boys  and  128  girls  respectively. 


Schools  Inspected  during  the  Year  1937. 


Tranquilla  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Pearse  Street  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 

Exchange  Street  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Ship  Street  ...  ...  ...  Bovs. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Fishamble  Street  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Chapelizod  ...  ...  •••  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  ••.  Girls. 

Haddington  Road  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 

Do.  Girls. 

Ringsend  ...  ...  •••  Bovs. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Leeson  Lane  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Darner  ...  •••  •••  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  •••  Girls. 

Baggot  Street  ...  ...  •••  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  ...  Girls. 

Bloomfield  Avenue  ...  ...  •••  Boys. 

Do.  ...  ...  •••  Girls. 

Whitefriar  Street  ...  ...  ...  Boys. 
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Boys’  National  Schools,  St.  Mary’s  Road,  East  Wall. 
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Keogh  Square 

Basin  Lane 
Do. 

High  Street 
Do.  v 

Rialto 

Weaver  Square 
Do. 

Donore  Avenue  C.B.  ... 

Crumlin  Road  Loreto 

Donore  Avenue,  St.  Catherine’s 
Do. 

Francis  Street 
Do. 

Donore  Presbyterian  ... 

Do. 

School  Street 
Do. 

Francis  Street  C.B.  ... 

Terenure  Convent 
Do. 

Synge  Street  C.B. 

W arrenmount 
Do. 

Rathmines  Township 
Do. 

Aughrim  Street 
Do. 

North  King  Street 
Do. 

Stanhope  Street 

Do. 

Arbour  Hill 
Do. 

Blackhall  Place 
Do. 

Marlboro’  Street  Model 
Scoil  Mhuire 
,,  Colmcille 
,,  Eithne 

Queen  Street 

Rutland  Street 

Phibsboro’ 

Do. 

Killester 

King’s  Inns  Street 
Do. 

Strand  Street  C.B. 


Boys. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys.  « 
Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys  and  Girls 
Girls. 

Boys. 

Boys  and  Girls 
Boys. 

Boys. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Bovs. 

Girls. 

Bovs. 


127 


Blacquiere  Bridge 

...  Boys. 

Do. 

Girls. 

Brunswick  Street  C.B. 

...  Boys. 

Glasnevin,  St.  Vincent’s 

...  Boys. 

Iona  Road  ... 

...  Boys. 

Do. 

Girls. 

St.  Mary’s  Place 

...  Boys. 

Gardiner  Street 

...  Boys. 

Do. 

...  Girls. 

Marino,  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  ... 

...  Boys. 

Do. 

...  Girls. 

East  Wall  ... 

...  Boys. 

Do. 

Girls. 

Seville  Place  C.B. 

...  Boys. 

North  Richmond  Street  C.B.  ... 

...  Boys. 

DEFECTS  TREATED— SCHOOL  CHILDREN,  1937. 


Average  number  of  children  on  rolls  82,068  during  1937  as 
against  81,226  during  1936.  Number  of  National  Schools  in 
Dublin  210. 


Teeth 


Skin 


Eye 


...  General  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  2,754 

Dental  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  3,028 

Dental  Clinic,  Lord  Edward  Street  ...  3,993 

Dental  Clinic,  Terenure  ...  ...  574 

...  Ringworm  Head  ...  ...  ...  46 

Ringworm  Body  ...  ...  ...  13 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Other  skins  ...  ...  ...  75 

Visits  to  Outpatients  Department  ...  998 


Number  of  cases  light  treated  in  Hospital  9 


Intern  : 

Dermatitis  ..*  ...  ...  2 

Infected  impetigo  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eczema.  ...  • • • •••  ••• 

Defective  Vision  (including  squint)  ...  3,520 

Other  eye  defects  ...  ...  ...  363 

Visits  paid  Outpatients  Department  ...  2,710 
Artificial  eyes  supplied  ...  ...  34 
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Intern  : 

Squint  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Trachoma  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cataract  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

v Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ear  ...  Defective  Hearing  ...  ...  ...  18 

Otorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Intern  : 

Mastoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Otitis  Media  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nose  and  Throat  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  operations  ...  1,750 

Nasal  obstruction  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  20 

Visits  to  Outpatients  Department  ...  293 


Orthopaedic  Defects  treated  during  1937. 

Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

Perthes  disease 
Flat  feet  (Pes  Planus) 

Little’s  disease 
Arthrodesis 

Congenital  dislocation  Hip 
Talipes 
Genu  Varum 
Genu  Valgum 
Torticollis  ... 

Spastic  Paralysis 
Deformed  right  foot 
Gymnasium  treatments 
Orthopaedic  Appliances  (including  r 
newals  and  repairs) 


DENTAL  CLINICS  : 

Lord  Edward  St.  Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  3,993 

Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  3,673 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  767 

Number  of  dressings  ...  ...  648 

Number  discharged  ...  ...  ...  1,295 

Terenure  ...  Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  574 

Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  178 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  154 

Number  of  dressings  ...  ...  286 

Number  discharged  ...  ...  ...  35 


8 

9 

MJ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1,922 

196 
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Dental  Hospital 

Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  3,028 

Number  of  extractions — 

Local  Anaesthetic  ...  ...  2,469 

General  Anaesthetic  ...  ...  2,614 

Fillings  ...  ...  ...  979 

Number  treated  in  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic,  Lord  Edward 

Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Spectacles 

Spectacles  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,206 

Spectacles  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 


TABLE  I. 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  EXAMINED  IN  SCHOOLS  AND 

CLINIC. 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,688 

Intermediates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,813 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,367 

18,868 


I 
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TABLE  II. 

Defects  Sound  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Defects 

Defects 

Defects. 

requiring 

requiring 

treatment 

observation 

Teeth 

Dental  Caries  ... 

14,611 

— 

Skin 

Ringworm,  Head 

28 

— 

Ringworm,  Body 

43 

— 

Scabies 

27 

— 

Impetigo 

317 

25 

Other  Skin  defects 

163 

60 

Eye 

Defective  Vision 

4,212 

4,392 

Squint 

886 

86 

Other  Eye  Defects 

1,058 

135 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing 

51 

14 

Otorrhoea,  etc. 

366 

41 

Nose  and  Throat 

Tonsils 

3,797 

1,859 

Adenoids 

112 

40 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 
Other  conditions  of  Nose 

1,228 

149 

and  Throat 

60 

54 

Defective  Speech 

... 

33 

— 

Heart  and 

Heart  Disease — 

Circulation. 

Organic 

24 

12 

Functional  ... 

16 

215 

Anaemia 

180 

2,313 

Malnutrition 

...  • • • • • • 

796 

890 

Lungs 

Bronchitis  (Asthma,  etc.) 

32 

288 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  (Def.  and  Sus.) 
Non-Pul.  (Glands,  bones, 

182 

864 

etc.) 

6 

13 

Nervous  System 

Epilepsy 

1 

2 

Chorea 

17 

6 

Other  conditions 

7 

35 

Deformities 

Congenital  absence  of  foot 

1 

— 

Rickets 

15 

99 

Infantile  Paralysis 

6 

3 

Cleft  Palate 

Other  forms  (including 

6 

Postural  defects) 

106 

1.375 

Mentally 

15 

Defective. 

Low  Grade 

— 

High  grade 

48 

131 


TABLE  III. 

BOYS. 

Defects  found  requiring  Treatment  arranged  according  to 

Age  Groups. 


Defects. 

Ent. 

Inter. 

Leaver. 

Teeth 

Dental  Caries  ... 

1,438 

2,880 

3,380 

Skin 

Ringworm,  Head 

... 

11 

8 

7 

Ringworm,  Body 

• • • 

6 

10 

6 

Scabies 

• • • 

2 

2 

10 

Impetigo 

• . • 

33 

94 

49 

Other  Skin  Defects 

... 

13 

40 

37 

Eye 

Defective  Vision 

194 

593 

1,028 

Squint 

• • • 

131 

143 

160 

Other  Eye  Defects 

... 

186 

163 

186 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing 

5 

4 

15 

Otorrhoea,  etc. 

. . . 

53 

89 

60 

Nose  and  Throat 

Tonsils 

• • • 

425 

728 

762 

Adenoids 

• • • 

23 

24 

15 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

• • • 

189 

235 

193 

Other  conditions 

. . • 

7 

16 

10 

Mouth  breathers 

... 

14 

66 

35 

Defective  Speech 

« • • • • • 

. . . 

3 

6 

7 

Heart  and 

Heart  Disease — 

Circulation 

Organic 

. . . 

* 

o 

* 

Functional  . . . 

• . • 

— 

5 

— 

Anaemia 

9 

45 

40 

Malnutrition 

• • • • • • • 

... 

71 

159 

265 

Lungs 

. Bronchitis  (Asthma, 

etc.) 

9 

5 

4 

Tuberculosis 

. Pulmonary  (Def.  and  Sus.) 

16 

34 

2 

42 

1 

Non  - P ulmonary 

• • • 

" 

Nervous  System 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 

Chorea 

• . • 

— 

2 

Other  conditions 

... 

~ 

1 

3 

Deformities 

. Rickets 

Infantile  Paralysis 

... 

4 

1 

3 

2 

3 

o 

Other  forms  ... 

... 

10 

22 

19 

Mentally  Defective 

• ♦ * 

— 

6 

o 

Miscellaneous  Defects 

• • • 

— 

1 

4 

1 

6 

17 

Rheumatism 

. . • • • • • • 

• • • 

i 2 


Rheumatism 


TABLE  IV. 

GIRLS. 


Defects  found  requiring  Treatment  arranged  according  to 

Age  Groups. 


Defect. 

Ent. 

Inter. 

Leaver. 

Teeth 

Dental  Caries  ... 

... 

1,302 

2,816 

2,855 

Skin 

Ringworm,  Head 

1 

1 

— 

Ringworm,  Body 

• . . 

9 

9 

10 

Scabies 

• • • 

3 

7 

3 

Impetigo 

• . • 

35 

65 

41 

Other  Skin  Defects 

... 

14 

25 

34 

Eye 

Defective  Vision 

172 

909 

1,316 

Squint 

• • • 

137 

145 

170 

Other  Eye  Defects 

... 

117 

220 

186 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing 

10 

6 

11 

Otorrhoea,  etc. 

... 

27 

74 

63 

Nose  and  Throat 

Tonsils 

... 

347 

780 

755 

Adenoids 

• • • 

13 

24 

13 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

... 

137 

255 

219 

Other  conditions 

• • • 

12 

7 

8 

Mouth  breathers 

... 

15 

22 

20 

Defective  Speech 

• • • • • • 

... 

o 

Li 

11 

4 

Heart  and 

Heart  Disease — 

Circulation 

Organic 

• . • 

— 

7 

9 

F unctional  . . . 

• • • 

- — - 

5 

6 

Anaemia 

... 

14 

22 

50 

Malnutrition 

• • • » • » 

• . . 

78 

95 

128 

Lungs 

Bronchitis  (Asthma, 

etc.) 

6 

10 

5 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonarv  (Def.  and  Sus.) 

18 

36 

46 

Non-pulmonary 

... 

■ 

2 

1 

Nervous  System 

Epilepsy 

• • • 

— • 

1 

— 

Chorea 

• • • 

1 

3 

11 

Other  conditions 

... 

1 



2 

Deformities 

Rickets 

• • • 

o 

Li 

3 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

• . • 

— 

— 

1 

Other  forms 

... 

5 

18 

32 

Mentally  Defective 

... 

2 

1 

4 

Miscellaneos  Defects 

... 

1 

3 

3 

Rheumatism 

• • • • • • 

... 

3 

62 

83 

133 


TABLE  V. 

BOYS. 

Defects  found  requiring  Observation  arranged  according  to 

Age  Groups. 


Defect. 

Ent. 

Inter. 

Leaver. 

Teeth  ...  ...  Dental  Caries  ... 

• — 

• — ■ 

— • 

Skin  ...  ...  Ringworm,  Head 

_ 

_ 

Ringworm,  Body 

— 

. 

— 

Scabies 



— 



Impetigo 

2 

9 

6 

Other  Skin  Defects 

3 

5 

15 

Eye  ...  ...  Defective  Vision 

545 

880 

660 

Squint 

12 

18 

19 

Other  Eye  Defects 

10 

1 

36 

Ear  ...  ...  Defective  Hearing 

4 

2 

2 

Otorrhoea 

3 

11 

7 

Nose  and  Throat  Tonsils 

180 

430 

330 

Adenoids 

9 

7 

6 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

24 

35 

13 

Other  conditions 

8 

17 

11 

Mouth  breathers 

72 

184 

198 

Defective  Speech 

Heart  and  Heart  Disease— 

3 

5 

5 

Circulation  Organic 

■ — 

0 

O 

Functional  ..t 

25 

34 

50 

Anaemia 

328 

400 

450 

Malnutrition 

70 

170 

182 

Lungs  ...  ...  Bronchitis  (Asthma,  etc.) 

18 

91 

68 

Tuberculosis  ...  Pulmonary  (Def.  and  Sus.) 

58 

177 

237 

Non  -Pulmonary 

1 

JmJ 

3 

Nervous  System  Epilepsy 

— 

■ 

- 

Chorea 

■ — 

1 

1 

Other  conditions 

3 

8 

■ 

Deformities  . . . Rickets 

15 

25 

25 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  forms 

150 

310 

330 

Mentally  Defective 

4 

11 

19 

Miscellaneous  Defects  ... 

• — 

• — ■ 

3 

Rheumatism 

— 

4 

14 

TABLE  VI. 

GIRLS. 

Defects  found  requiring  Observation  arranged  according  to 

Age  Groups. 


Defects. 

Ent. 

Inter. 

Leaver. 

Teeth  ...  ...  Dental  Caries  ... 

• . . 

• — 

— 

■ — 

Skin  ...  ...  Ringworm,  Head 



- — 

— 

Ringworm,  Body 

• • • 

■ — ■ 

— • 

— ■ 

Scabies 

• • • 

■ — ■ 

— ■ 

— 

Impetigo 

• • • 

1 

5 

2 

Other  Skin  Defects 

... 

6 

6 

25 

Eye  ...  ...  Defective  Vision 

535 

1,127 

845 

Squint 

• • • 

13 

17 

7 

Other  Eye  Defects 

• • • 

7 

49 

32 

Ear  ...  ...  Defective  Hearing 

... 

— 

6 

— 

Otorrhoea,  etc. 

... 

4 

11 

5 

Nose  and  Throat  Tonsils 

225 

383 

311 

Adenoids 

... 

8 

6 

4 

Tonsils  and  adenoids 

... 

21 

40 

160 

Other  conditions 

. , . 

4 

6 

8 

Mouth  breathers 

• • • 

51 

133 

80 

Defective  Speech 

• • « 

— 

3 

2 

Heart  and  Heart  Disease — 

Circulation  Organic 

• • • 

1 

4 

2 

Functional  . . . 

... 

21 

35 

50 

Anaemia 

... 

230 

450 

435 

Malnutrition 

... 

42 

206 

220 

Lungs  ...  ...  Bronchitis  (Asthma, 

etc.) 

28 

57 

26 

Tuberculosis  ...  Pulmonary  (Def.  and  Sus.) 

56 

180 

156 

Non -pulmon  ary 

... 

1 

3 

3 

Nervous  System  Epilepsy 

. . . 

— 

1 

1 

Chorea 

• • • 

— 

9 

dd 

9 

id 

Other  conditions 

... 

2 

13 

9 

Deformities  ...  Rickets 

... 

11 

22 

3 

Infantile  Paralysis 

• • » 

1 

1 

1 

Other  forms 

• • • 

86 

248 

265 

Mentally  Defective 

• • • 

— 

o 

id 

12 

Miscellaneous  Defects 

• • • 

— 

— 

10 

Rheumatism 

. . . 

1 

2 

id 

8 
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School  Meals. — The  following  is  a list  of  Schools 
now  availing  of  the  School  Meals  Scheme  : — 


St.  Enda’s  & St.  Dympna’s  N.S., 
Whitefriar  Street. 

Loreto  C.N.S.,  Hill  Street. 

St.  Bride’s  & St.  John’s  N.S., 
Werburgh  Street. 

St.  Joseph’s  N.S.,  Wellington  St. 

St.  Joseph’s  N.S.,  Dorset  Street. 

Convent  N.S.,  Townsend  Street. 

St.  Catherine’s  N.S.,  Baggot  St. 

St.  Saviour’s  N.S.,  Denmark  St. 

St.  Patrick’s  N.S.,  North  King 
Street. 

St.  Paul’s  N.S.,  Queen  Street. 

St.  Paul’s  N.S.,  Liffey  Street. 

Convent  N.S.,  George’s  Hill. 

Convent  N.S.,  Gardiner  Street. 

Convent  N.S.,  Weaver  Square. 

St.  Mary’s  N.S.,  Mount  joy  St. 

Pro -Cathedral  N.S.,  Lower 
Rutland  Street. 

St.  Peter’s  N.S.,  Phibsboro’. 

SS.  Michael  & John’s  N.S., 
Exchange  Street. 

St.  James’s  N.S.,  James’s  Street. 

St.  Andrew’s  N.S.,  Pearse  Street. 

City  Quay  N.S. 


St.  Brigid’s  C.N.S.,  Coombe. 

St.  James’s  C.N.S.,  Basin  Lane. 

St.  Nicholas’s  N.S.,  Francis  St. 

St.  Peter’s  N.S.,  Camden  Row. 

St.  Vincent’s  C.N.S.,  Golden- 
bridge. 

St.  Brigid’s  C.N.S.,  Little  Strand 
Street. 

St.  Vincent’s  C.N.S.,  North 
William  Street. 

St.  Catherine’s  N.S.,  Meath  St. 

St.  Joseph’s  N.S.,  School  Street. 

John  Street  N.S. 

St.  Audeon’s  N.S.,  High  Street. 

St.  Thomas’s  N.S.,  Gloucester  St. 

St.  Barnabas’s  N.S.,  Lower 
Sheri li;  Street. 

St.  Columba’s  N.S.,  Great  Strand 
Street. 

Christ  The  King  N.S.,  Cabra. 

St.  Patrick’s  N.S.,  Ringsehd. 

St.  Michan’s  N.S.,  North  Anne 
Street. 

Rathmines  Township  N.S. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  type  of  meal  given 
in  the  various  Schools  : — 


Soups,  Stews  ' 


St.  Brigid’s  C.N.S., 
Little  Strand  Street. 

St.  Catherine’s,  Meath 
Street. 

St.  Joseph’s,  Dorset  St. 

St.  Joseph’s,  Wellington 
Street. 

St.  Patrick’s,  Nth.  King 
Street. 

St.  Paul’s,  Queen  Street. 

Presentation  C.N.S., 
George’s  Hill. 

Pro-Cathedral  Schools, 
Lr.  Rutland  Street. 

St.  Peter’s,  Camden  Row. 

Rathmines  Township. 

St.  Vincent’s,  North 
William  Street. 

Weaver  Square  C.N.S. 

St.  Joseph’s,  School  St. 


Milk  and  Bun  or 
Bread/Butter  or  Jam 


St.  Catherine’s  C.N.S. , 
Baggot  Street. 

St.  Brigid’s  C.N.S., 
Coombe. 

Christ  The  King  N.S., 
Cabra. 

St.  Enda’s  & St. 
Dympna’s,  White- 
friar  Street. 

Gardiner  St.,  C.N.S. 

St.  James’s,  Basin  Lane. 

Loreto  C.N.S.,  Hill  St. 

SS.  Michael  & John’s, 
Exchange  Street. 

St.  Michan’s,  North 
Anne  Street. 

St.  Nicholas’s,  Francis 
Street. 

St.  Mary’s,  Mountjoy 
Street. 

St.  Patrick’s,  Ringsend. 

St.  Saviour’s,  Denmark 
Street. 

St.  Peter’s,  Phibsboro’. 

St.  Vincent’s,  Golden- 
bridge. 

Townsend  St.  C.N.S. 

St.  Nicholas’s,  Francis 
Street. 

Rathmines  Township. 

St.  Columba’s,  Great 
Strand  Street. 

Weaver  Square  C.N.S. 

Augustin  ian  N.S., 
John’s  Street. 

St.  Andrew’s,  Pearse 
Street. 

City  Quay. 

St.  Audeon’s,  High  St. 


Cocoa  and  Bun  or 
Bread/Butter  or  Jam 


St.  Bride’s  & St.  John’s, 
Werburgh  Street. 

St.  James’s,  James’s 
Street. 

St.  Patrick’s,  North 
King  Street. 

St.  Paul’s,  Queen  Street. 

St.  Peter’s,  Phibsboro’. 

St.  Barnabas’s,  Upper 
Sheriff  Street. 
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Milk  from  Tuberculin -tested  herds  is  now  supplied 
in  bottle  to  the  following  Schools : — St.  Patrick’s, 
Ringsend  ; St.  Michan’s,  North  Anne  Street ; Christ 
The  King,  Cabra,  St.  Nicholas’,  Francis  St.,  Augustinian, 
John  St.,  St.  Audeon’s,  High  St.,  City  Quay  and  St. 
Andrew’s,  Pearse  St.  The  introduction  of  this  class 
of  milk  in  schools  generally  is  still  under  consideration 
but  as  the  matter  is  one  presenting  many  difficulties 
peculiar  to  schools,  a precise  scheme  has  not  yet 
been  devised. 

The  meal  is  on  the  premises  in  all  schools  except 
St.  Joseph’s,  School  Street,  and  St.  Catherine’s,  Meath 
Street,  which  are  catered  for  at  the  Little  Flower  Hall, 
Meath  Street. 


\ 


Sn 

CC 

£ 

•»S 

Sh 

0) 

•+-J 

<D 


o 


03 


•+«j 


-Vj 


•P 

< 


< 

•u  £ 


Q 5 


•o 

§ 


< 

u ^ 

•O  -M 
< 0 

•¥8 


o u 


o S 

p ft 


u I 

o 2 

o 

£>  uc 

— > o 
# o 

< 

•E 

o 


flj 

'2  Q 

pi  W 

«3  ^ 


e-c 
53 
£ £ 


o 


•o 

< ^ 

$r  in 
•P  M 
« .2 
O ^ 


JJ- 


•J 

• ' 


* 


, • . ' ... 
- * 


VETERINARY  DEPARTMENT 


REPORT 

OF  THE 


CHIEF  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR 

P.  F.  DOLAN,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M., 

For  Year  1937. 


140 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR, 

MR.  P.  F.  DOLAN.  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 


Assistant  Veterinary  Officers. 

S.  O’Donovan,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

J.  M.  Murphy,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

J.  M.  Morris,  M.R.C.V.S. 

P.  J.  Nolan,  M.R.C.V.S. 

D.  Reeves,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

P.  M.  McManus,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

F.  O'Leary,  M.R.C.V.S.  Veterinary  Examiners  under 

J.  O’Hagan,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M.  the  Agricultural  Produce 
P.  Hayes,  M.R.C.V.S.  f (Fresh  Meat)  Acts  and  the 

J.  McAteer,  M.R.C.V.S.  J Pigs  and  Bacon  Acts. 

M.  Murphy,  S.S.O.,  Dairy  Inspector. 

J.  Sweeney,  S.S.O.,  A. R. San. I.,  Dairy  Inspector. 

M.  J.  D’Arcy,  S.S.O.,  M. I. San. Sc.,  Dairy  Inspector. 

C.  Healy,  S.S.O.,  A. R. San. I.,  Dip.  Soc.  Sc.,  Detention  Officer. 

J.  Kennedy,  B.A.  \ Inspectors  under  Warble  Fly  (Treatment  of 
P.  O’Connor  j Cattle)  Order,  1930. 

P.  Moloney,  Clerical  Officer. 

Miss  N.  Murray,  Typist. 

The  duties  of  the  Veterinary  Department  are 
classified  as  follows  : — 


1.  Milk  Inspection. 

2.  Meat  Inspection. 

3.  Duties  involved  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 

Acts. 

4.  Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

5.  The  attendance  on  and  Purchase  of  Animals 

the  property  of  the  Corporation. 
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1.— MILK  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  new  legislation  came  into  operation 
for  the  control  of  milk  supplies.  The  following  are 
the  new  legislative  enactments  :• — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1935. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1935  (Date  of  Commence- 
ment) (No.  1)  Order,  1936. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1936. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Prohibition  Order)  Regulations, 
1936. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1935,  (Appeals  to  District 
Court  under  Section  41)  Regulations,  1936. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Fees  for  Bacteriological  Ex- 
amination) Regulations,  1936. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Bacteriological  Examination) 
Regulations,  1936. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Milk  Sampling)  Regulations, 
1936. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1935,  with  the  exception 
of  Section  32,  Section  33  and  the  whole  of  Part  IV, 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1937.  Section 
32  deals  with  the  restriction  on  pasteurised,  etc., 
milk  and  Section  33  with  the  prohibition  of  the  sale 
of  milk,  except  under  special  designation.  Part  IV 
includes  legislation  governing  the  sale  of  milk  under 
special  designations. 

The  Act  is  divided  into  nine  parts.  Part  I is  pre- 
liminary and  general.  The  word  44  milk  ” except  in 
Part  XV,  is  defined  as  any  article  of  food  which  is 
whole  milk,  skimmed  or  separated  milk,  cream  or 
buttermilk.  In  Part  IV  of  the  Act  the  word  44  milk  ” 
means  whole  milk.  Where  surplus  milk  produced  on 
a farm  is  occasionally  sold  to  persons  for  consumption 
by  such  persons  or  their  families,  and  the  occupier 
of  the  farm  does  not  in  any  one  day  sell  more  than 
one  gallon  of  milk,  and  the  selling  of  milk  does  not 
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form  part  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  occupier, 
tiie  farm  is  not  deemed  to  be  a dairy  and  the  occupier 
is  not  deemed  to  be  a dairyman. 

Part  2 deals  with  the  registration  of  dairymen 
and  dairies.  A person  who  sells  milk  for  consumption 
on  the  premises  in  which  it  is  sold  and  not  elsewhere 
is  deemed,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Part  of  the  Act, 
not  to  carry  on  the  business  of  dairyman.  Under 
this  part  of  the  Act  the  Sanitary  Authority  has  the 
power  of  refusal  of  registration,  but  the  applicant 
has  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Minister  for  Local 
Government  and  Public  Health  within  twenty-one 
days  of  the  service  of  the  Order.  The  Sanitary 
Authority  also  has  the  power  of  the  cancellation  of 
a registration  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Minister.  The  dairyman  has  the 
right  to  make  representation  to  the  Minister  with 
reference  to  the  Cancellation  Order. 

When  a person  registered  on  the  Register  of  Dairy- 
men is  convicted  for  the  third  time  within  a period 
of  live  years  for  an  offence  under  this  Act  or  an  offence 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1935, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  milk  the  Sanitary  Authority 
shall  cancel  the  registration  of  such  person  and  shall 
not,  without  the  consent  of  the  Minister,  re-register 
such  person  during  the  period  for  one  year  commencing 
from  the  date  of  the  last  such  convictions. 

Paid  3 deals  mainly  with  the  Regulations  in  rela- 
tion to  Dairies  and  Milk. 

Part  4,  the  sale  of  milk  under  special  designations 
is  not  yet  in  force. 

Part  5,  deals  with  certain  diseases  and  to  the  stoppage 
of  supplies  of  milk  likely  to  cause  disease  : — 

Section  42 — (1)  If  any  dairyman  sells  milk 
which  is  infected  with  a disease  to  which  this 
Part  of  this  Act  applies,  such  dairyman  shall,  if 
it  is  proved  that  he  previously  knew  or  could  by 


143 


the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  have  ascertained 
that  such  milk  was  so  infected,  be  guilty  of  an 
olfence  under  this  section  and  shall  be  liable  on 
summary  conviction  thereof,  in  the  case  of  a 
first  olfence  under  this  section,  to  a line  not 
exceeding  fifty  pounds,  and  in  the  case  of  a second 
or  any  subsequent  olfence  under  this  section,  to 
a fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  or  to 
imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six 
months  or  to  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment 
and  in  either  case,  if  the  olfence  is  a continuing 
one,  to  a further  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds 
for  each  day  during  which  the  olfence  continues. 

An  employee  of  a dairyman,  with  reasonable  grounds 
for  suspecting  that  the  milk  kept  by  such  dairyman 
had  become  infected,  is  guilty  of  an  olfence  if  he 
neglects  to  inform  the  dairyman. 

Part  6,  deals  with  the  Sale  of  Milk  from  diseased 
animals  and  specifies  the  diseases.  Part  7,  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  Part  8,  powers 
in  connection  with  the  Sampling  of  Milk  and  Part  9, 
miscellaneous  provisions. 

In  Part  9 is  included  : — 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  sell  or 
expose  or  offer  for  sale  any  milk  which  is  contami- 
nated or  dirty. 

Any  milk  which  has  an  offensive  taste  or  smell 
or  which,  on  being  tested  in  any  prescribed 
manner,  is  found  to  contain  visible  offensive 
matter,  or  bacteria  to  a number  per  unit  volume 
greater  than  the  prescribed  number,  shall  be 
deemed  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  to  be 
contaminated . 

(Note. — Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Bacterio- 
logical Examination)  Regulations,  1936,  the 
prescribed  number  of  bacteria  is  500,000  per 
cubic  centimetre). 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  a sanitary  district  may 
from  time  to  time  serve  a notice  in  writing  on  a 
dairyman  supplying  milk  in  such  sanitary  district 
requiring  him  to  furnish  to  such  medical  officer 
within  three  days  after  the  service  of  such  notice 
a complete  list  of  all  sources  from  which  he  has 
derived  such  supply  during  the  period  specified 
in  such  notice. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1936. 

These  Regulations  (except  Arts.  11-16  inclusive, 
23,  32,  36  and  42)  came  into  operation  on  1st  January, 
1937,  and  Arts.  11-16,  23,  32,  36  and  42  came  into 
operation  on  1st  July,  1937. 

Part  1 of  the  Regulations  includes  definitions,  the 
application  of  provisions  relating  to  the  milking  of 
animals,  the  general  duties  of  dairymen  and  employees 
and  unlawful  dealing  with  milk. 

Part  2 covers  provisions  relating  to  floors  of  dairies, 
disposal  of  liquid  matter  from  floors  of  cowsheds,  etc., 
lighting  of  dairies  ; ventilation  of  cowsheds,  ventilation 
of  milk  stores  and  milk  shops  ; ceilings  of  dairies, 
provisions  in  relation  to  the  use  of  water ; cleansing 
of  cowsheds,  receptacles  for  dung,  etc.,  cleanliness  of 
surroundings  of  dairies  ; cleansing  of  milk  stores  and 
milk  shops  ; vessels  and  appliances  used  with  milk  ; 
milk  taps  ; offensive  substances  in  milk  stores  and 
milk  shops  ; prohibition  against  depositing  or  keeping 
or  dealing  with  milk  in  certain  places  ; storage  of 
aprons,  overalls,  etc.,  prohibition  against  keeping  milk 
in  uncovered  vessels  ; cleanliness  of  persons  having 
access  to  milk  ; cleanliness  of  animals  ; precautions 
in  relation  to  diseased  animals  ; provisions  in  relation 
to  dogs,  swine  and  poultry  ; keeping  of  cows  in  cow- 
sheds ; prohibition  of  sale  of  milk  from  a cow  within 
seven  days  after  calving  ; precautions  to  be  taken  by 
milkers  ; precautions  against  dust,  dirt,  etc.,  during 
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milking  ; construction  of  milk  pails,  etc.,  precautions 
to  be  taken  by  dairyman  “when  cows  are  milked  ; 
cooling  of  milk  ; conveyance  and  distribution  of  milk 
and  milk  receptacles  ; vehicles  used  for  conveyance 
of  milk  ; sale  of  milk  in  sale  containers  ; sale  of  milk 
from  sale  receptacles  ; prohibition  of  opening  vessels 
outside  dairy. 

Part  3 deals  with  duties  and  powers  of  sanitary 
authorities  and  of  the  officials. 

Under  this  part  an  inspection  of  every  dairy,  the 
vessels  and  machines  in  such  dairy  is  required  at  least 
once  in  every  three  months  and  at  such  other  times 
as  may  be  necessary. 

Part  4 deals  with  the  inspection  of  animals  in  dairies 
and  with  the  duties  of  the  sanitary  authority  and 
officials  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  animals 
in  dairies. 

Under  this  part  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sanitary  authority 
to  cause  the  animals  in  the  dairies  to  be  inspected  at 
least  once  in  every  six  months  and  at  such  other  time 
as  may  be  necessary. 

Schedule. 

Procedure  to  be  followed  in  washing  vessels, 
appliances,  receptacles,  etc.  : — 

1.  The  vessel  or  appliance  shall  be  rinsed  with 

cold  potable  water. 

2.  Before  the  vessel  or  appliance  is  again  used  it 

shall  be  washed  clean  with  tepid  potable 
water,  tlien  scalded  with  boiling  water  or 
steam,  and  then  allowed  to  dry  without 
contact  with  any  cloth  or  similar  substance. 

3.  Where  the  scalding  required  by  the  next 

preceding  rule  is  carried  out  with  boiling 
water  either  the  vessel  or  appliance  shall 
be  immersed  in  the  boiling  water  or  a 
quantity  of  boiling  water  equal  to  one 
quarter  of  the  capacity  of  the  vessel  or 
appliance  shall  be  used. 
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louring  1937  there  were  1,598  applications  received 
for  registration  in  the  Register  of  Dairymen.  Con- 
siderable trouble  was  experienced  following  the 
inspections  of  premises,  subsequent  to  application  for 
registration,  due  principally  to  the  structure  and 
the  nature  of  the  articles  sold  in  the  dairy  shops. 
With  regard  to  the  dairy  yards,  although  the  necessary 
improvements  were  carried  out  in  many  cases,  quite 
a number  failed  to  make  their  premises  conform  to 
the  Regulations,  chiefly  in  regard  to  internal  structural 
alterations  and  the  provision  of  sterilising  equipment. 
Regarding  the  sterilising  equipment  it  was  difficult 
for  dairymen  to  obtain  suitable  appliances  until  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Steam  sterilisation  is  carried  out  by  electrical,  gas 
and  coal-fired  sterilising  outfits.  With  these  appliances 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  sterilising  the  milk  utensils 
to  a temperature  of  212°  F.  In  the  case  of  electricity 
and  gas,  up  to  the  present  the  units  are  attached  to 
the  sterilising  chests.  With  the  coal-fired  boiler  the 
steam  is  conducted  by  a pipe  into  the  sterilising  chest. 
The  coal-fired  boiler  is  not  favoured  in  the  City,  due 
to  the  labour  involved  and  the  smoke  which  it  causes. 

Sufficient  progress  was  not  being  made  in  dairy 
shops  and  dairy  yards  and  it  was  found  necessary 
in  200  cases  to  serve  Refusal  Orders  on  applicants. 
In  many  cases  as  the  result  of  the  service  of  these 
Refusal  Orders  the  applicants  altered  the  conditions 
of  their  premises  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Regulations. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during 

year  of  shops,  yards,  etc.  ...  9,272 

Number  of  Milch  Cows  housed  in  City 

Dairy  Yards  ...  ....  5,006 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  DAIRY  PREMISES. 

Disease.  No.  of  Cases. 

Diphtheria  . . ...  4 

Scarlatina  ...  ..  ...  5 
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All  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  received 
from  Hospitals  and  Doctors  during  the  year  were 
examined  each  morning  by  an  Inspector,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  identifying  any  outbreak  of  disease  with  any 
person  connected  with  the  business  of  Cowkeeper, 
Purveyor  of  Milk  or  Hawker  of  Milk. 

When  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on 
a dairy  premises,  the  sale  or  distribution  of  milk  was 
suspended  until  full  enquiries  had  been  made,  dis- 
infection carried  out  and  all  risk  of  contamination 
eliminated. 


EXAMINATION  OF  MILCH  COWS  IN  CITY 

DAIRY  YARDS. 

Every  cow  housed  in  City  Dairy  Yards  was  ex- 
amined at  different  periods  during  the  year  1937.  Each 
suspect  cow  was  given  a reference  number,  and  the 
case  was  entered  in  the  Bacteriological  Record  books. 
345  suspect  cases  were  dealt  with  during  this  year. 

When  a cow  was  found  to  be  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder,  giving  tuberculous  milk,  or  show- 
ing any  of  the  forms  of  tuberculosis  as  specified  in  the 
Bovine  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1926,  she  was 
slaughtered  with  all  possible  speed. 

When  a cow  was  found  to  be  affected  with  any 
disease  or  condition  likely  to  infect  the  milk,  a notice 
was  served  on  the  owner  interdicting  the  sale  of  milk 
from  this  animal.  118  of  these  notices  were  served 
on  owners. 

The  system  adopted  for  the  examination  of  milch 
cows  was  as  follows  : 524  samples  were  taken 
from  cows  with  abnormal  udders  in  City  Dairy  Yards, 
and  in  cases  where  tuberculosis  was  suspected  the 
milk  was  centrifuged  and  the  deposit  examined  for 

k 2 
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tubercle  bacilli.  If  the  microscopic  examinations 
were  negative  the  milk  was  submitted  to  biological 
examination.  In  all  other  cases  of  abnormal  udders, 
where  the  condition  was  found  not  to  be  due  to 
streptococci,  etc.,  samples  of  milk  were  grouped  and 
the  group  samples  submitted  to  biological  examination. 
These  measures  were  adopted  to  ensure  that  all  cows 
with  tuberculous  udders  were  detected.  The  carrying 
out  of  this  work  necessitated  405  special  visits  to  City 
Dairy  Yards,  and  10,209  examinations  of  the  milch 
cows. 

A summary  of  this  work  is  set  out  in  the  following 
table  : — 

No.  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  405 

No.  of  examinations  of  milch  cows  ...  ...  10,209 

No.  of  cows  from  which  separate  samples  of  milk 

were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  345 

No,  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  bacteriolo- 

gieally  examined  ...  ...  ...  524 

No,  of  cows  for  which  notices  interdicting  the 

sale  of  milk  were  served  ...  ...  118 


SUMMARY  OF  PROSECUTIONS  FOR  OFFENCES  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SALE  OF  MILK 

HEARD  IN  THE  DISTRICT  COURT  DURING  YEAR  1937. 
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2.— MEAT  INSPECTION. 

NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AT 
THE  CORPORATION  ABATTOIR. 


Bulls 

Bullocks  .... 

Cows 

Heifers  .... 

Calves 

Total  Cattle  : 

Sheep 

Swine 

Total  Animals 


22 

3,988 

....  7,580 
....  6,340 
....  330 

....  18,260 

....  55,837 
....  8,784 


82,881 


CARCASES  WHOLLY  OR  PARTIALLY  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  CORPORATION  ABATTOIR. 

Year  1937. 
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In  addition,  82  Organs  were  condemned  for  Decomposition. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  AMOUNT  OF  DRESSED 
MEAT  SENT  INTO  THE  CORPORATION 
ABATTOIR  AND  THE  AMOUNT  CONDEMNED. 


Amount  sent  in 

Amount  Condemned. 

Beef 

53  Quarters 

23  Quarters,  8 partials. 

Veal 

1 Body 

Nil. 

Mutton  and 

Lamb 

12  Bodies 

4 Bodies. 

No.  of  Private  Slaughterhouses  ....  ....  62 

No.  of  Knackers’  Yards  ....  ....  ....  1 

No.  of  Yards  for  slaughter  of  horses  for  export  1 

No.  of  Victuallers  using  Private  Slaughterhouses  134 
No.  of  Victuallers  using  the  Corporation  Abattoir  138 


ESTIMATE  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  IN 
PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  AND  FACTORIES. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  and  Lambs 
Pigs 


31,772 

559 

108,822 

91,144 


No.  of  Inspections  of  : — 


Slaughterhouses 

Shops,  Factories  and  Depots 

Stallholders,  Hawkers,  etc 

Markets  and  Stores 


....  4,237 
....  546 

....  2,259 
180 

' 7,222 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  inspections  whole- time 
inspection  was  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  Abattoir 
and  three  Bacon  Factories. 


During  the  year,  1,502  jars  of  meat  and  fowl  products, 
532  jars  of  meat  paste  and  23  jars  of  fish  products, 
the  total  weight  of  the  contents  of  which  was 
15  cwts.  3 qrs.  3 lbs.,  were  condemned  and  were 
destroyed. 

In  35  cases  articles  of  food  purchased  were  submitted 
to  this  Department  for  examination.  The  food  in- 
cluded, beef,  mutton,  bacon,  fowl,  sausages,  fish., 
eggs,  fruit,  vegetables,  bread,  barley  and  milk.  In 
six  cases  examination  revealed  no  evidence  of  un- 
soundness. In  all  cases  investigations  were  made  and 
the  premises  where  the  food  was  purchased  were 
inspected  and,  where  necessary,  appropriate  action 
was  taken.  Two  complaints  were  received  of  the 
storing  of  food  in  places  which  on  inspection  were 
found  to  be  unsuitable. 

Two  persons  were  stated  to  have  become  ill  as  the 
result  of  eating  fruit.  This  fruit  was  reported  to 
have  been  dates  which  contained  “ white  worms.” 
On  inspection  no  unsound  fruit  was  found  on  the 
premises  where  the  dates  were  purchased. 

One  person  complained  of  illness  contracted  from 
lobster  salad  which  had  been  served  and  eaten  in  a 
restaurant  two  days  previously.  The  complainant 
who  had  recovered  at  the  time  of  making  the  report 
to  this  Department  did  not  submit  any  of  the  lobster 
salad  for  examination  and  on  inspection  of  the 
restaurant  none  of  the  lobster  salad  could  be  obtained. 

OF  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Mutton,  Pork 

...  l,039,821f  lbs. 
47,808|  lbs. 
975  lbs. 
1 ,894]  lbs. 

1,090,4991  lbs. 

Total  Weight 

Tons.  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
Total  Weight  : 486  16  2 111 


TOTAL  WEIGHT 

Meat  and  Organs,  Beef, 
and  Bacon 

Fish 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Miscellaneous 


DISEASED  AND  SUSPECTED  ANIMALS  DEALT  WITH  IN  MARKETS,  LAERS,  ETC.,  UNDER  FOOD 

INSPECTION,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS  IN  MARKETS  ON  THURSDAYS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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Totals  ...  ...  122,367  12,881  4,610  312,788  56,183 


RETURNS  OF  SPECIAL  SHEEP  SALES  AND  SALES  OF  STORE  BEASTS 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (FRESH  MEAT)  ACTS, 

1930  TO  1935. 

PIGS  AND  BACON  ACTS,  1935  AND  1937. 

Part  2 of  the  Pigs  and  Bacon  Act,  1935,  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  April,  1937,  and  later  in  the  year 
the  Act  of  1937  was  put  into  operation. 

Routine  inspection  lias  been  carried  out  by  this 
Department  at  three  factories.  On  the  1st  April, 
1937,  routine  inspection  commenced  at  the  third 
factory. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for 
supervision  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of 
carcases  for  the  manufacture  of  bacon,  the  curing, 
handling  and  final  inspection  of  bacon  ; the  hygienic 
conditions  of  the  factories  and  the  packing. 

The  supervision  over  and  the  checking  of  the 
classification  and  the  grading  were  also  put  into 
operation  and  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  animals  for  ante  and  post 
mortem  inspection,  under  the  Agricultural  Produce 
(Fresh  Meat)  Acts  and  the  Pigs  and  Bacon  Acts,  were 
as  follows  :■ — 

Pigs.  Sheep. 

71,436  142 

The  diseases  and  conditions  met  with  are  tuber- 
culosis, abscesses,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  parasitism, 
cysts,  pericarditis,  cirrhosis,  degeneration,  nephritis, 
swine  erysipelas  and  swine  fever. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  result  of  the 
inspections  for  tuberculosis  in  pigs  at  the  three  bacon 
factories,  showing  the  number  of  pigs  killed,  the 
percentage  affected  and  the  organs  and  parts  affected  : 

No.  of  pigs  killed  ....  71,436 

No.  of  pigs  affected  ....  10,684 

Percentage  affected  . ...  14-96  per  cent. 
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Organs  and  Parts. 
Lung  Substance  ...  615 

Liver  Substance  ...  1,060 
Spleen  Substance  ...  425 

Kidneys  ...  ...  119 

Udders  ...  ...  1 

Pleura  ...  ...  28 

Peritoneum  ...  4 

Backbones  ...  4 


Lymphatic  Glands. 


Bronchial 

667 

Mediastinal 

1 

Portal  and  Gastric 

715 

Mesenteric  ... 

5,830 

Submaxilliary 

3,650 

Cervical  ... 

42 

Prepectoral 

11 

Sternal  ... 

18 

Dorsal 

2 

Renal 

35 

S.  Mammary 

19 

S.  Inguinal 

10 

Iliac 

16 

Sublumbar 

18 

Prescapular 

41 

Precrural 

1 

SUMMARY  OF  PROSECUTIONS  FOR  UNSOUND 

FOOD,  ETC. 


During  the  year  1937,  five  prosecutions  were  heard 
for  offences  connected  with  unsound  meat.  In  four 
of  these  cases  fines  amounting  to  £14  11s.  Od.  were 
imposed  and  the  remaining  case  was  dismissed  under 
the  Probation  of  Offenders’  Act.  Three  prosecutions 
were  heard  for  breaches  of  the  slaughterhouse  bye-laws 
and  fines  amounting  in  the  three  cases  to  £4  10s.  6d. 
were  imposed. 

New  Legislation  for  the  Control  of  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  was  put  into  operation  during  the  year. 
The  following  are  the  legislative  enactments  : — 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1935. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1935  (Dublin  County  Borough 
and  Dun  Laoghaire  Borough  (Date  of  Commencement) 

Order,  1936. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  (Slaughter  Licence)  Regulations, 

1936. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  (Approved  Instruments)  Order, 

1936. 

The  Act  came  into  operation  in  the  County  Borough 
of  Dublin  on  the  1st  February,  1937.  It  is  the  duty 
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of  the  Dublin  Corporation  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  it  by  the  Act  and  to  carry  out  and  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  the  Area  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Dublin. 

The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  provide  for  the  proper 
treatment  of  animals  in  slaughter  houses,  the  humane 
slaughter  of  such  animals  by  means  of  approved 
instruments  and  the  licensing  of  persons  under  the 
Act. 

With  regard  to  the  compulsory  use  of  approved 
instruments  nothing  in  Section  15  of  the  Act  renders 
unlawful  the  slaughter  of  any  animal  for  consumption 
as  food  by  Jews,  where  such  slaughter  is  carried  out 
according  to  the  Jewish  method  by  a Jew  who  is  for 
the  time  being  approved  in  that  behalf  by  the  Chief 
Rabbi  of  the  Irish  Free  State  for  the  time  being  or 
in  his  absence  by  the  Board  of  Shechita  of  the  Jewish 
Community  of  Dublin,  or  the  slaughter  of  any  animal 
for  consumption  as  food  by  Mahommedans  where 
such  slaughter  is  carried  out  according  to  the  Mahom- 
medan  method  by  a Mahommedan. 

The  Act  applies  to  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  pigs,  horses, 
asses  and  mules,  but  the  requirements  as  to  the  use 
of  approved  instruments  contained  in  Section  15  will 
not  apply  to  pigs  until  an  Order  applying  that  Section 
to  pigs  is  made  by  the  Minister  for  Agriculture. 

Provision  is  made  under  the  Act  for  the  supply  of 
water  and  food  to  animals  in  slaughterhouses  and  the 
prevention  of  the  slaughter  of  any  animal  in  such 
place,  position  or  other  circumstances  that  such 
slaughter  can  be  seen  by  any  other  animal. 

A licence  may  be  granted  to  any  person  over  18 
years  of  age  who  resides  or  carries  on  business  or  is 
employed  in  the  County  Borough  of  Dublin  provided 
that  the  applicant  is  considered  to  be  a fit  and  proper 
person  to  hold  a slaughter  licence. 

Up  to  date  the  following  instruments  have  been 
certified  by  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  as  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Approved 
Instruments)  Order,  1936. 


L 
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(1)  The  “Cash”  Captive  Bolt  Pistol,  Mark  IX 
when  used  with  a 2 grain  cartridge  in  respect  of  the 
following  kinds  of  animals,  namely,  cattle,  sheep, 
goats,  horses,  asses  and  mules  and  when  used  with  a 
1 1 grain  cartridge  in  respect  of  the  following  kinds  of 
animals,  namely,  sheep  and  goats. 

(2)  The  “ Small  Cash  ” Pistol  in  respect  of  the 
following  kinds  of  animals,  namely,  sheep  and  goats. 

(3)  The  “ Cox  Universal  ” Captive  Bolt  Killer, 
Mark  G.  when  used  with  a “ Green  ” (3  grain)  cartridge 
and  without  extension  piece  or  nose  in  respect  of  the 
following  kinds  of  animals,  namely,  cattle,  sheep, 
goats,  horses,  asses  and  mules  and  when  used  with  a 
"Red”  (If  grain)  cartridge  and  with  or  without 
extension  piece  or  nose,  in  respect  of  the  following 
kinds  of  animals,  namely,  sheep  and  goats. 

(4)  The  “ Schermer  ” Humane  Killing  Instrument. 
Type  MG.  when  used  with  a No.  17  cartridge  or  a 
No.  21  cartridge  and  when  fitted  with  not  more  than 
3 buffers  in  respect  of  the  following  kinds  of  animals, 
namely,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses,  asses  and  mules 
and  when  used  with  a No.  9 cartridge  or  a No.  13 
cartridge  and  when  fitted  with  more  than  3 buffers 
in  respect  of  the  following  kinds  of  animals,  namely, 
sheep  and  goats. 

(5)  The  “ Schermer  ” Humane  Killing  Instrument, 
Type  “ Kaska  ” when  used  with  a No.  3 cartridge 
or  a No.  4 cartridge  and  when  fitted  with  not  more 
than  one  buffer  in  respect  of  the  following  kinds  of 
animals,  namely,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses,  asses 
and  mules  and  when  used  with  a No.  1 or  No.  2 Cart- 
ridge and  when  fitted  with  more  than  one  buffer  in 
respect  of  the  following  kinds  of  animals,  namely, 
sheep  and  goats. 

(6)  The  “ Schermer  ” Humane  Killing  Instrument, 
Type  MS.  when  used  with  a No.  17  cartridge  or  a 
No.  21  cartridge  and  when  fitted  with  not  more  than 
one  buffer  in  respect  of  the  following  kinds  of  animals, 
namely,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses,  asses  and  mules 
and  when  used  with  a No.  9 or  No.  13  cartridge  when 
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fitted  with  more  than  one  buffer  in  respect  of  the 
following  kinds  of  animals,  namely,  sheep  and  goats. 

(7)  The  44  Kerner  ” Humane  Stunner,  Model  No. 
288  when  used  with  a 44  Blue  Label  ” cartridge  or  a 
44  Pink  Label  ” cartridge  in  respect  of  the  following 
kinds  of  animals,  namely,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses, 
asses  and  mules  and  when  used  with  a 44  Green  Label  ” 
cartridge  or  a 44  Yellow  Label  ” cartridge  in  respect 
of  the  following  kinds  of  animals,  namely,  sheep  and 
goats. 


(8)  The  44  Kerner”  Humane  Stunner,  Mtodel  287b. 
when  used  with  a 44  Blue  Label  ” cartridge  or  a 44  Pink 
Label  ” cartridge  in  respect  of  the  following  kinds  of 
animals,  namely,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses,  asses  and 
mules  and  when  used  with  a 44  Green  Label  ” cartridge 
or  a 44  Yellow  Label  ” cartridge  in  respect  of  the 
following  kinds  of  animals,  namely,  sheep  and  goats. 


During  1937,  269  slaughter  licences  were  issued, 
for  which  fees  amounting  to  £67  5s.  Od.  were  received, 
as  prescribed  by  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  Pro- 
secutions were  heard  in  six  cases  for  offences  under 
the  Act.  In  three  cases  fines  amounting  to  £2  10s.  Od. 
were  imposed  and  the  remaining  cases  were  dismissed 
under  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act. 


3.  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

Bovine  Tuberculosis  Order  : 

i No.  of  cows  found  to  be  affected  with 

tuberculosis  of  the  udder  ....  ....  10 

No.  of  animals  found  to  be  showing  definite 
clinical  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  with 
chronic  cough  ....  . • ••••  6 


Total 


16 


L 2 
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No.  of  cows  with  abnormal  udders,  in  City 
Dairy  Yards,  on  samples  of  milk  being 
bacteriologically  examined  found  not  to 
be  affected  with  any  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis as  specified  in  the  Bovine  Tuber- 
culosis Order  ....  ....  ....  195 

No.  of  animals  (reported)  found  after  exami- 
nation not  to  be  affected  with  any  of  the 
forms  of  tuberculosis  as  specified  in  the 
Bovine  Tuberculosis  Order  ....  ....  6 


Total  No.  of  Animals  dealt  with  ....  217 


16  animals  were  found  to  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  Bovine  Tuberculosis  Order.  The  agreed  valua- 
tion of  the  animals  on  which  compensation  was  paid 
amounted  to  £92  and  £44  Is.  Id.  was  paid  to  the 
owners. 

The  nett  expenditure  amounted  to  £32  5s.  5d. 
which  was  refunded  to  the  Corporation  by  the  Depart- 


ment of  Agriculture. 

Parasitic  Mange  Order  : 

No.  of  Cases  investigated  ....  ....  3 

No.  of  Outbreaks  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Sheep  Scab  Order  : 

No.  of  Suspected  outbreaks  ....  ....  19 

No.  of  Actual  outbreaks  ....  ....  19 

No.  of  Animals  affected  ....  ....  48 

No.  of  Animals  in  contact  ....  ....  335 


No.  of  prosecutions  for  breach  of  the  Sheep 
Scab  Order 


Total  penalties  imposed  : — Fines  £4. 
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Sheep  Dipping  : 

A new  Order  called  the  Sheep  Dipping  Order,  1937, 
came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1937.  Under 
this  Order  there  is  one  dipping  period  beginning  on 
the  first  day  of  August  and  terminating  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  October  in  any  year.  In  the  dipping 
period  the  sheep  must  be  dipped  twice  at  an  interval 
of  not  less  than  seven  or  more  than  fourteen  days. 
It  is  not  lawful  under  the  Order  in  the  months  of 
September  and  October  to  move  into  or  expose  for 
sale  in  any  fair,  market  or  sale  yard  any  sheep  unless 
such  sheep  have  been  double-dipped  in  the  dipping 
period  in  that  year  and  are  accompanied  by  either  a 
declaration  or  such  documentary  evidence  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  regulations. 

The  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Order  necessitated  51  visits  to  Markets  and  Sheep 

Sales  by  four  specially  appointed  Inspectors. 

No.  of  sheep  for  which  Declarations  of 
Dipping  were  produced  and  examined 
at  the  Dublin  Cattle  Market 

No.  of  sheep  dipped  under  supervision  .... 

No.  of  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the 
Sheep  Dipping  Order 

Total  penalties  imposed  : — 

Both  cases  dismissed. 

Rabies  Order  : 

No.  of  reports  of  suspected  outbreaks  .... 

No.  of  outbreaks  [actual) 

Anthrax  Order : 

No  animals  within  the  City  have  been  found  affected 
with  this  disease  during  the  year  1937.  It  was  found 
necessary,  in  24  cases,  to  investigate  the  cause  of  death 


81,716 

118 

2 


2 

Nil 


1 66 


and  to  examine  the  blood  from  carcases  or  consign- 
ments of  meat  at  the  Corporation  Abattoir  and  Private 
Slaughterhouses,  so  as  to  ensure  that  this  disease  did 
not  escape  detection. 

Routine  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the  Foot 
and  Mouth  Disease  (Ireland)  Order,  of  1900,  and  the 
associated  Orders,  and  also  under  the  following  Orders  : 
the  “ Swine  Fever  (Ireland)  Order  of  1901  ” and  the 
“ Parasitic  Mange  (Cattle)  Order  of  1927.”  The 
work  performed  in  connection  with  the  other  Orders 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  was  mainly  of  a 
preventive  nature. 


WARBLE  FLY  (TREATMENT  OF  CATTLE)  ORDER. 

The  Warble  Fly  (Treatment  of  Cattle)  Order,  1936, 
was  amended  by  the  Warble  Fly  (Treatment  of  Cattle) 
(Amendment  Order),  1936. 

The  treatment  period  is  now  the  period  commencing 
on  1st  March  and  ending  on  7th  July. 

The  method  of  dressing  cattle  is  now  as  follows 

Every  person  having  in  his  possession  or  in  his 
charge  any  cattle  which  are  visibly  infested  with  the 
larvae  of  the  warble  fly  (hypoderma  bovis  or  liypoderma 
lineatum)  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
larvae,  take,  in  each  year,  the  following  measures, 
that  is  to  say,  between  the  first  and  seventh  days 
(both  days  inclusive)  of  each  of  the  following  months, 
namely,  March,  April,  May,  June  and  July,  dress  the 
cattle  with  cattle  wash  by  applying  the  cattle  wash 
in  such  manner  that  it  comes  in  contact  with  the 
larvae  through  the  breathing  holes  made  by  them  in 
the  skin  of  the  cattle. 

The  squeezing-out  method  of  treatment  is  not 
permissible  for  the  purposes  of  the  Amended  Order. 

The  provisions  of  the  Order  were  enforced  during 
the  treatment  period.  There  were  1,838  visits  to 
premises,  a total  of  66,011  cattle  were  examined, 
11,371  of  these  were  found  with  warbles  and  9,973 
were  found  to  have  been  dressed. 
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6,597  Cattle,  housed  and  grazed  in  the  City  Area, 
were  examined,  1,360  of  these  were  found  to  have 
been  infested  and  the  whole  of  the  1,360  infested 
cattle  were  dressed. 

59,414  Cattle  passing  through  markets,  saleyards 
and  lairs  were  examined,  10,011  of  these  were  found 
to  have  been  infested  and  8,613  to  have  been  dressed. 


4.  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

Microscopic  Examination  of  Samples  Direct  from  Cows 

in  City  Dairy  Yards. 

No.  of  Microscopic  Examinations  of  Samples  ....  280 


Results  of  Examinations  : 

Streptococci  ....  ....  ....  90 

Diplococci  .....  ....  ...  3 

Mixed  Infection  ....  ....  2 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  ...  10 

Other  Organisms  ....  ....  33 

Negative  ..~  ....  ••••  142 


Sputum  (Cows)  : 

No.  of  Microscopic  Examinations  ....  ....  15 

Results  of  Examinations  : 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  . ..  6 

Negative  ....  ••••  ••••  9 


168 


Samples  of  Milk  and  Secretion  from  Cows  other  than  in 

City  Dairy  Yards. 

No.  of  Microscopic  Examinations  of  samples  ....  10 

Results  of  Examinations  : 

Streptococci  ....  ....  4 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  ....  1 

Other  Organisms  ....  ....  4 

Negative  ....  ....  ....  1 

Biological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Group  Samples  : 

No.  of  Examinations  ...  ....  ....  35 

Positive  ....  ...  . ..  5 

Negative  ....  ....  30 

Direct  Samples : 

No.  of  Examinations  ....  ....  . ..  22 

Positive  ....  ....  .-  1 

Negative  ....  - 21 

Samples  taken  at  Hospitals  ....  . ..  4 

Positive  ....  ...  ••••  Nil 

Negative .... 


4 
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Samples  taken  at  Tnfant  Aid  Depots  ....  16 

Positive  „„  ....  ....  Nil. 

Negative  ....  ....  16 

Total  No.  of  Examinations  ....  ....  77 

Positive  ....  ....  ....  0 

Negative  ....  ....  71 

Skin  Scrapings  for  Parasitic  Mange. 

No.  of  Specimens  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Positive  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

Negative  ....  ....  13 

Wool  Samples. 

No.  of  Specimens  ....  ....  ....  ....  55 

No.  of  cases  in  which  the 
Psoroptes  ovis  was  found  ....  54 

No.  of  cases  which  were 

negative  ....  ....  1 

Blood  Films  for  Anthrax. 

No.  of  Specimens  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

Positive  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

Negative  ....  ....  24 

Diseased  Organs. 

No.  of  Microscopic  Examinations  ....  29 

Results  of  Examinations  : 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  ••••  23 

Streptococci  ...  ...  ••••  2 

Mixed  Infection  ....  ••••  2 

Negative  ....  ••••  2 
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5.  THE  ATTENDANCE  ON  AND  PURCHASE  OF 
ANIMALS  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE 

CORPORATION. 


YEAR  1937. 

Horses  : 

No.  of  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  147 

No.  of  attendances  ....  ....  ....  329 

No.  of  Horses  purchased  ....  ....  8 

No.  of  Horses  cast  ....  ....  ....  7 

Total  No.  of  Horses  in  Stud  on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1937  ....  ....  ....  ....  92 


Cattle  : 

During  the  year  1937  the  animals  on  the  Crooksling 
Sanatorium  Farm  have  been  attended  on,  also  each 
animal  of  the  dairy  herd  has  been  subjected  to  the 
tuberculin  test. 

The  herd  has  been  tuberculin -tested  regularly  and 
has  been  maintained  abortion  free. 

The  first  six  cows  were  purchased  in  the  year  1926 
and  the  herd  comprised  on  the  31st  December,  1937, 
74  animals  including  heifers  and  rearing-calves  selected 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  herd.  The  herd  was  self- 
contained  in  1930,  and  was  maintained  by  the  heifer 
calves,  with  the  exception  of  four  cows  purchased  at 
the  one  time  in  February,  1934.  One  bull  was  pur- 
chased during  1937  and  13  cows,  2 heifers  and  42 
calves  were  sold.  10  calves  were  reared.  The  total 
milk  yield  for  the  year  was  279,769  lbs. 

The  following  tables  give  (1)  an  analysis  of  the 
causes  of  the  elimination  of  animals,  for  each  year, 
since  the  formation  of  the  herd  in  October,  1926,  to 
the  end  of  1937  and  (2)  a summary  of  the  results  of 
the  post-mortem  examinations  on  76  of  the  eliminated 
animals,  during  the  same  period. 


(1)  DEPRECIATION  IN  ANIMALS  IN  HERD  FROM  OCTOBER,  1926,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 
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(a)  P.M.E.  : One  minute  lesions  in  mesenteries. 

One  pseudo-tuberculosis. 

Two,  no  macroscopic  evidence  of  tuberculosis. 

(b)  On  re-test  five  weeks  after  purchase  in  April  1930. 


172 


CO 

-I 

< 

s 

HH 

Q 

W 

H 

<! 

5z; 


.-1 

W 

50 

o 


W 

w 

H 

Ph 

O 

co 

525 

O 

Q 

hP 

W 

« 

co 

525 

O 

HH 

H 

< 

5z; 

HH 

S 

<! 

X 

W 


w 

H 

O 

S 

H 

co 

O 

Oh 


02 


£ 


o 

• rH 

OH 

O 

o 

02  , 

o 

?-l 


02 


m 

•pH 

02 

jO 

4-1  O 

O 2 
© 

pO 

0 

H 


0! 

O 

f-H 

02 

• i— l 

02 

O 


o 

pH 

© 

0 

H 


© 

O 

rH 

rH 

© 

• rH 

> 


02 

•rH 

OQ  Ky 


o o 


o 


TJ  _ _ 
2 © M 

0 hH 

JO  © _ 

PH  pQ  g 
H 


cS 

© 

a iP- 

^ ° 

PH 


c3 

•rH 

p^  >> 

© —5 

g 

O O 

fH 

PQ 


02 

O 


© 

d 

HH 

© 

02 

© 


02 

g 3 

^ o 

•Hi  *rH 
%•. 

O cS 

rH 

^ .0 


s 

© M 

cq  H 


02 

?H 

o 

H-3 

© 

C3 

© 

PP 


rH 


2-0 


20 

20 


00 


3 u 
*&  3 

rO  t? 

0 03 
O © 

PPP 


£ © 02 
•i-H  -+H  p-^ 

5^  eg  cd 

•1  .S.gg 
£ S 2‘ 

Ph  h 


p 


DOLAN, 

Chief  Veterinary  Inspector. 
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The  Adulteration  oi  Food  and  Drugs. 

During  the  year  1 937  a total  of  3,459  samples  of  food  and  drugs 
was  purchased  or  taken  and  submitted  for  examination.  Of  these 
samples  3,247  were  formal  samples  and  212  were  informal  samples. 
The  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  table. 


Summary  of  Offences  under  the  Food  and  Drugs,  Margarine  and 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  food)  Regulations,  1928. 
DURING  THE  YEAR,  1937. 


T ORMAL 

Nature  of 
Sample 

Informal 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

No. 

found 

Genuine 

No. 

Adulte- 

rated 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

No. 

found 

Genuine 

No. 

Adulte- 

rated 

2,330 

2,235 

95 

Milk 

80 

60 

20 

10 

8 

2 

Buttermilk 

1 

1 

— 

14 

14 

— ■ 

Margarine 

— 

— 

— 

810 

802 

8 

Butter 

102 

102 

— 

9 

9 

— 

Sugar 

• — 

— • 

— 

8 

7 

1 

Whiskey 

— 

— 

— 

23 

23 

— 

Cheese 

4 

4 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Sultanas  ... 

— 

— 

13 

13 

— 

Tea 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Lard 

— 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

Honey 

3 

3 

6 

6 

— 

Raisins  ... 

— 

— 

2 

<2 

jU 

• — 

Oatmeal  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Currants 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

2 

Parrish’s  Food 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Suet 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Olive  Olive 

4 

4 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Camphorated  Oil 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Cocoa 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cream 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lysol 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Yorkshire  Relish  ... 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

' 

— . 

— 

— 

Syrup  of  Figs 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

White  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar  ... 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

2 

2 

— 

Walnut  Loaf 

2 

2 

— 
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In  the  following  Table  is  a summary  of  the  prosecu- 
tions during  the  year  1937  for  offences  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs,  Margarine  and  Public  Health  (Preservatives 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1928. 


Nature 

of 

Sample 


Milk 


Buttermilk 


Butter 


Whiskey 


Olive  Oil 


Camphorated 

Oil 


No. 

found 

Adulte- 

rated 


95 


8 


No.  of 
of 

Prose- 

cutions 


80 


No.  of 
of 

Con- 

victions 


67 


No.  otherwise 
dealt  with 


8 cases  dis- 
missed, 15 
no  summons 
issued  (ex- 
planation 
accepted),  3 
withdrawn, 

2 pending. 


1 withdrawn 
(explanation 
accepted) 


Penalties 

and 

Costs 


Remarks 


£ s.  d. 


60  16  6 


1 0 0 


11  18  6 


f 

J 

1 


P.O.  Act 
Donation 
in  Court 
Poor  Box 


J 0 0 


1 0 0 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
CITY  ANALYST. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1937- 
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CITY  LABORATORY. 

City  Analyst : 

Bernard  G.  Fagan,  B.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  A.R.C.Sc.T. 

Senior  Assistant : 

B.  C.  Coyle. 


Assistant  Chemists  : 


James  McCaughey  ; M.  J.  Sheehan  ; D.  J.  McGrank  ; 
H.  D.  Thornton,  B.Sc.,  A.I.C.,  A.R.C.Sc.T 


Temporary  Chemist : 
Thomas  O’Reilly,  M.Sc. 

Clerical  Assistant : 
Charles  Cosgrove. 


Laboratory  Attendants  : 

P.  Flynn  ; F.  Clarke. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work 
of  my  Department  for  the  year  1937. 

Analyses  and  investigations  were  conducted  under 
the  following  headings  : — 

1.  The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

2.  The  Public  Health  Preservatives  Regulations, 

1928. 

3.  Daily  control  and  fortnightly  analysis  of  the 

City  Water  Supply. 

4.  Analyses  in  connection  with  Corporation 

Supplies. 

5.  Chemical  control  of  sewage  effluent. 

6.  Analyses  of  medicines  for  County  Homes  and 

Hospitals. 

7.  Analyses  for  other  Local  Authorities  under 

the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Preservatives 
Regulations. 

8.  Miscellaneous  analyses  for  Public  Institutions, 

Companies  and  private  individuals. 


M 
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General  Statement  o!  Work  for  Dublin  Corporation  and  City  of 

Dublin. 


Nature  of  Article 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Department. 

Food  and  Drugs 

3,459 

Public  Health 

City  Water  Supplies 

138 

Engineering. 

Sewage 

117 

3 3 

Effluent 

117 

33 

Sludge 

387 

53 

Water  (Special  samples) 

76 

3 3 

Oils  (Lubricating) 

10 

33 

Sand 

5 

33 

Solder 

5 

33 

Stoneware  Pipe 

16 

33 

Concrete  Pipe 

3 

33 

Crease 

4 

35 

Silt 

1 

3 3 

Petrol 

2 

3 3 

Cellulose  Paint 

1 

33 

Lead  Pipe 

6 

33 

Burning  Oil 

1 

3 3 

Fruit  Cake 

1 

Veterinarv 

Water 

6 

33 

Water 

6 

Sanitary 

Milk 

1 

Public  Health 

Water 

Total  (Dublin  Corporation) 

2 

4,364 

33 

Analyses  for  Private  individuals  (City  of 
Dublin) 

Analyses  for  Dublin  Union 
Analyses  for  Infant  Aid  Society 


212 

404 

197 


Total  for  City  of  Dublin 


813 


5,177 


Analyses  for  Bodies  outside  City  of  Dublin. 

Local  Bodies  and  County  Hospitals  u kuo 

Private  Individuals  ...  1 oL 


Grand  Total  for  1937 


9,698 


9,698 

14,875 


The  following  table  compares  the  total  number 
of  samples  analysed  in  1937  with  the  record  of 
previous  years  : — 

T' ot al  number  of  samples 

Year.  from  all  sources. 


Total  for  5 years  ending  1926  ...  53  751 

1927  •••  •••  ...  ...  13’062 

1928  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,699 

1929  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,303 

1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,687 

1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,251 

1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,481 

1933  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,648 

1934  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,581 

1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,613 

1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,886 

1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,875 


DUBLIN  CORPORATION. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS, 

AND 

PRESERVATIVES  REGULATIONS. 

Details  of  the  articles  analysed  under  the  above 
headings  are  set  out  below. 

The  total  number  submitted  was  3,459  of  which 
212  were  informal  samples. 

The  total  shows  a decrease  of  30  samples  when 
compared  with  the  number  analysed  in  1936. 
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FORMAL  SAMPLES. 


Number  of 

Num  her 

Nature  of  Article. 

Samples. 

Adulterated 

Milk 

2,330 

95 

Butter 

810 

8 

Cheese 

23 

Nil 

Margarine 

14 

Buttermilk 

10 

2 

Tea 

13 

Nil 

Whiskey 

8 

1 

Sugar 

9 

Nil 

Sultanas 

6 

) 5 

Suet  ...  .!. 

1 

5 > 

Oatmeal 

2 

Currants 

2 

; 5 

Cream 

1 

5 5 

Lard 

l 

) ) 

Honey 

1 

55 

Raisins 

1 

? 5 

Cocoa 

1 

5 5 

Olive  Oil  ... 

3 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

2 

Parrish’s  Pood 

4 

2 

INFORMAL 

SAMPLES. 

Number  of 

Number 

Nature  of  Article. 

Samples. 

Adulterated 

Butter 

102 

Nil 

Milk 

80 

20 

Buttermilk  ... 

l 

Nil 

Sauce 

1 

55 

Olive  Oil 

4 

55 

Castor  Oil 

1 

5 J 

Syrup  of  Figs 

l 

5 5 

Camphorated  Oil 

4 

1 

Parrish’s  Food 

1 

1 

Honey 

*) 

O 

Nil 

Vinegar 

7 

55 

Cheese 

4 

55 

Bread 

2 

55 

Mineral  Oil  ... 

1 

55 
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MILK. 

Of  the  formal  samples  certified  to  be  adulterated 
53  were  deficient  in  milk -solids  other  than  milk-fat 
in  amounts  varying  from  4-12  per  cent,  to  20  per 
cent.  ; 36  were  deficient  in  fats  in  amounts  varying 
from  6-66  per  cent,  to  33-33  per  cent,  whilst  6 samples 
were  deficient  in  both  respects. 

Twenty  of  the  informal  samples  did  not  comply 
with  the  regulations. 

BUTTERMILK. 

This  article  is  required  to  contain  not  less  than 
6-2  per  cent,  of  milk-solids  other  than  milk-fat. 
Two  of  the  ten  samples  submitted  were  found  to  be 
deficient  to  the  extent  of  11-29  and  17-74  per  cent, 
respectively. 

BUTTER. 

Five  of  the  samples  of  butter  contained  moisture 
in  excess  of  the  legal  standard  of  16  per  cent.,  the 
amounts  being  17-1,  17-2,  18-15,  18-7  and  25-56 
respectively. 

Three  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated  with 
margarine,  two  containing  40  per  cent,  and  one 
containing  60  per  cent. 

All  of  the  informal  samples  proved  genuine. 

SPIRITS. 

One  of  the  eight  samples  of  whiskey  was  deficient 
in  alcoholic  strength,  being  29-69  degrees  under  proof. 

By  Section  6 of  the  Sale  of  Food  & Drugs  Acts, 
1879,  it  is  required  that  the  strength  of  whiskey, 
brandy  and  rum  be  not  reduced  more  than  25  degrees 
under  proof. 

OLIVE  OIL. 

Seven  samples  of  this  article  were  submitted  for 
analysis.  Four  were  taken  informally  and  three  were 
formal  samples. 

Of  the  latter,  one  was  found  to  be  adulterated  with 
40  per  cent,  mineral  oil. 
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CAMPHORATED  OIL. 

The  three  samples  (two  formal  and  one  informal) 
of  this  article  found  to  be  adulterated  were  connected 
with  the  adulterated  sample  of  olive  oil  previously 
referred  to. 

One  of  the  formal  samples  was  certified  to  he  deficient 
of  90  per  cent,  of  its  camphor  whilst  the  second  sample 
was  deficient  of  70  per  cent.  Both  samples  were 
compounded  with  the  adulterated  olive  oil. 


PARRISH’S  FOOD. 

Two  samples  were  certified  as  being  deficient  in 
iron  and  calcium  compounds,  the  deficiency  in  one 
being  30  • 6 and  7 • 7 per  cent,  respectively  and  in 
the  second  sample  32*9  per  cent,  and  10-7  per  cent. 

The  informal  sample  was  of  a similar  composition. 

Syrupus  Ferri  Phosphatis  Compositus  (Synonymus  : 
Parrish’s  Food  ; Parrish’s  Syrup  ; Chemical  Food)  is 
an  official  preparation  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  if  a purchaser  asks  for  Parrish’s  Food  he  is  entitled 
to  receive  an  article  of  B.P.  quality. 

If  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  better  keeping 
qualities  an  article  is  compounded,  containing  amounts 
of  iron  and  calcium  salts  less  than  those  prescribed 
by  the  B.P.  such  article  should  not  be  sold  under 
any  of  the  designations  above,  and  the  alteration  in 
strength  should  be  notified. 


VETERINARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  fruit  cake  was  suspected  of  containing  an 
irritant  poison,  but  no  trace  of  anything  of  such  nature 
could  be  detected. 

The  waters  were  submitted  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  they  were  fit  for  dairy  purposes. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Five  of  the  samples  of  water  were  analysed  for  the 
Officers  of  this  department  with  a view  to  ascertaining, 
if  possible,  in  tracing  the  source  of  leakages  into 
cellars  and  basements  of  houses. 

Two  were  examined  in  connection  with  a complaint 
concerning  the  appearance  of  insects  in  the  tap  supply 
of  a dwelling  house. 

One  sample  was  alleged  to  be  contaminated  with 
copper,  but  none  could  be  found. 

INFANT  AID  SOCIETY. 

197  samples  of  “ bottle  milk  were  analysed  for 
this  body.  Out  of  this  number  only  two  were  found 
not  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

889  samples  were  examined  for  the  various  Engineer- 
ing departments  during  the  year. 

They  comprised  the  usual  number  of  waters  in 
connection  with  the  chemical  control  of  the  City 
Water  Supplies,  and,  in  addition,  weekly  samples  from 
the  Upper  Lilfey  in  connection  with  the  new  Water- 
works at  Poulaphouca. 

The  tests  in  connection  with  the  action  of  Vartry 
water  on  various  types  of  service  pipes  were  continued 
during  the  year.  It  is  expected  that  a report  in 
connection  with  this  matter  will  be  possible  before  the 
end  of  1938. 

The  Seasonal  occurrence  of  the  diatom  Asterionella 
was  not  of  a formidable  nature  this  year,  and  the 
question  of  treating  the  reservoirs  at  Roundwood  or 
Bohernabreena  had  not  to  be  considered.  The  growth 
occurred  about  the  usual  time,  namely,  Mid -February. 

The  chemical  control  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
involved  the  analysis  of  117  samples  each  of  effluent 
and  sewage,  and  387  samples  of  sludge. 
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The  lubricating  oils,  stoneware  pipes,  concrete  pipes, 
grease  and  solder  were  submitted  in  connection  with 
Corporation  Supplies. 

The  samples  of  sand  were  examined  to  determine 
the  suitability  or  otherwise  for  use  in  making  concrete. 

CITY  ARCHITECT’S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  sample  of  burning  oil  was  examined  for  its 
content  of  sulphur. 

CITY  MANAGER’S  DEPARTMENT. 

In  connection  with  the  Tribunal  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Fire  at  Pearse  Street,  Dublin,  on  the  night  of 
5th  October,  1936,  certain  investigations  were  con- 
ducted at  the  scene  of  the  fire  and  a number  of 
experiments  carried  out  in  the  laboratory  to  examine 
certain  theories  formulated  to  explain  the  explosions 
which  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  fire. 

As  a result  it  was  concluded  that  the  most  probable 
cause  of  the  explosions  was  the  bursting  of  a cylinder 
of  compressed  coal-gas  and  a cylinder  of  compressed 
oxygen  stored  in  the  premises  at  the  time  of  the  fire. 

Both  cylinders  were  full,  one  containing  100  cubic 
feet  of  coal-gas  at  a pressure  of  120  atmospheres, 
the  other  containing  150  cubic  feet  of  oxygen  at  the 
same  pressure. 

The  theory  formulated  was  that  the  heat  to  which 
the  cylinders  were  subjected  by  the  fire  caused  them 
to  rupture  suddenly,  the  coal-gas  cylinder  going 
first,  followed  after  an  interval  by  the  oxygen  cylinder. 

The  liberated  coal-gas  formed  an  explosive  mixture 
with  the  atmosphere  in  the  burning  building  and 
gave  rise  to  the  major  explosion,  the  bursting  of  the 
oxygen  cylinder  being  the  minor  explosion. 

In  its  report  the  Tribunal  stated  that  it  was  “ satisfied 
that  the  explosions  must  be  attributed  to  the  two 
full  cylinders  of  coal-gas  and  oxygen  stored  in  the 
premises,  No.  164  Pearse  Street.  ’ 
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Analyses  for  other  Public  Bodies, 


Private  Individuals,  etc. 


The  total  number  of  samples  from  all  sources  under 
the  above  heading  during  the  year  was  10,314. 

The  fees  for  analyses  received  in  connection  with 
the  work  during  the  period  1/1/37  to  31/12/37, 
amounted  to  £1,785  Is.  6d.  This  sum  was  lodged 
to  the  credit  of  the  Corporation  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  my  appointment. 

The  following  Table  compares  the  number  of 
samples  analysed  under  the  above  heading,  and  the 
fees  received  in  respect  of  same  with  the  records  for 
previous  years. 


No.  of  Fees  for 
Samples.  Analysis. 


Total  for  5 
Total  for 


£ 

s. 

d. 

years  ending  1926 

53,751 

6,668 

18 

1 

...  1927 

8,325 

P737 

10 

7 

1928 

8,867 

1,991 

0 

7 

1929 

9,153 

2,208 

4 

0 

1930 

9,540 

2,117 

13 

8 

1931 

9,209 

1,957 

2 

6 

1932 

9,220 

1,814 

18 

10 

1933 

9,627 

1,805 

14 

4 

1934 

10,034 

1,806 

10 

11 

1935 

10,481 

1,855 

14 

4 

1936 

10,868 

1,751 

0 

0 

1937 

10,331 

1,785 

] 

6 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  and  capable  manner  in  which  the  members 
of  my  staff  carried  out-  their  duties. 

B.  G.  FAGAN, 

City  Analyst. 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 


'll.  ... 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


1937. 


Inspections  of  Tenement  Houses 
Re- Inspections  of  Tenement  Houses  ... 

Inspections  of  other  Houses 
Other  Inspections  ... 

Inspections  of  Rooms 
Re- Inspections  of  Rooms 
Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  Premises 
Inspections  of  Workshops  ... 

Surveys  of  New  Workshops 

Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises 

Inspections  of  Piggeries 

Piggeries  Ceased 

Inspections  of  Bakeries 

Inspections  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nightly  Inspections  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 

Inspections  of  Weekly  Lodging  Houses 

Inspections  of  Dwellings  for  Rebates  of  Rates 

Basements  permanently  closed  during  the  year 

Number  of  Written  Notices  served  ... 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  given 

Number  of  Notices  served  re  By-Law  34  (Limewashing) 
Number  of  Nuisances  found  due  to  complaints 
Defects  Discovered 
Defects  Remedied  ... 

Tests  applied  to  House  Drains 
Cross  Drains  Tested 
Choked  Drains  Freed 
Inspections  of  Drains 
Drains  Repaired 

Reports  received  in  writing  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
Accumulations  of  Manure  removed  ... 

Interviews  with  Property  Owners  as  to  Sanitary  Require- 
ments ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Shops 
Nuisances  from  Smoke  Abated 
Lanes  and  Alleys  cleansed  by  Private  Parties 
Inspections  of  Fish  and  Chips  Shops 
Inspections  of  Burial  Grounds 
Inspections  of  Caravans 

Schools,  stables,  and  a variety  of  premises  are  included  in 
the  aforesaid  return  as  8,224  “ Other  Inspections 


32,667 

13,756 

13,125 

8,224 

175,563 

19,149 

398 

979 

93 

237 

886 

5 

99 

319 

27 

337 

6,295 

52 
10,970 

7,566 

9,901 

5,630 

23,955 

22,795 

744 

9 

1,410 

780 

333 

73 

39 

1,841 

155 

76 

25 

53 
260 

18 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  at  1st  January,  1937  ... 
New  Registrations  effected  during  the  year  . . . 
Removals  from  Register  during  the  year  ... 
Number  of  Lodgers  for  whom  there  was 
accommodation 

Number  of  visits  during  the  year 
Statutory  Notices  served  for  nuisances 
Verbal  Notices  given  for  nuisances 
Verbal  Notices  for  breaches  of  Bye-Laws 


Total 


20 

2 


782 

346 

12 

80 

7 


The  accommodation  varies  from  8 to  508  persons 
to  a house. 

On  visiting  the  lodging  houses,  special  attention 
was  directed  to  the  general  condition  of  the  premises, 
including  cleanliness,  lighting  and  ventilation,  as  well 
as  the  beds  and  bedding.  The  prevention  of  over- 
crowding was  rigidly  enforced  and  immediate  measures 
adopted  for  the  abatement  of  any  nuisance  or  the 
repairs  of  structural  defects. 

A Common  Lodging  House  is  defined  as  : — 

“ A house  in  which  or  in  any  part  of  which  persons 
are  harboured  or  lodged  for  hire  for  a single  night, 
or  for  less  than  a week  at  a time.” 


The  Iveagh  Nightly  Lodging  House. 

The  late  Viscount  Iveagh  has  not  only  provided 
a large  number  of  Flats  for  the  working  classes  but 
has  also  provided  a very  handsome  building  known 
as  the  Iveagh  House  in  Bride  Road  for  the  reception 
of  single  men.  The  accommodation  is  for  508  lodgers 
hi  single  cubicles.  Hot  and  cold  baths  are  obtainable 
and  each  lodger  is  provided  with  a locker  in  which 
personal  possessions  can  be  safeguarded.  There  are 
dining,  reading,  writing  and  smoking  rooms. 

It  is  about  the  finest  building  of  its  kind  to  be 
found  hi  any  city. 
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Convenient  to  tlie  Iveagh  House  is  another  modern 
building  under  the  management  of  the  Society  of 
St.  Vincent  De  Paul.  This  suitably  constructed 
building  contains  about  200  beds  and  is  equipped 
with  every  modern  improvement,  comprising  hot  and 
cold  water  baths,  foot  baths,  washing  troughs,  drying 
and  clothes  rooms,  etc.  It  is  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  very  poor  and  homeless  and  men  temporarily 
out  of  employment.  Lodgers  are  provided  with  supper, 
bed  and  breakfast  free. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  were  on  the  Register  of  Offensive  Trades  in 
the  City  dating  1st  January,  1937,  48  businesses 
under  this  category,  six  of  which  had  only  temporary 
licences  of  a duration  of  twelve  months,  and  one  a 
temporary  licence  for  six  months. 

The  nature  of  the  trades  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement  : — 

Soap-boiler. 

Gut  Scraper. 

Blood  Boiler. 

Bone  Boiler. 

Fellmonger. 

Tallow  Melters. 

Rags,  Bones  and  Uncured  Skins. 

These  trades  are  under  constant  supervision  and  the 
Acts  appertaining  to  same  are  strictly  applied.  In 
a few  instances  where  the  premises  were  not  being 
kept  reasonably  clean  marked  improvements  have 
been  effected. 


PRIVATE  LANES. 

There  are  many  lanes  in  the  City  not  under  direct 
control  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  cleansing  of  these 
places  is  a matter  which  occasions  considerable  trouble 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  When  these  lanes  are  hi 
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such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance  or  injurious  to  health, 
notices  are  served  on  the  occupiers  of  premises  abutting 
on  same.  Now,  it  can  happen,  that  very  few,  if  any, 
of  the  persons  on  whom  the  notices  are  served  are 
the  offending  parties,  but  although  other  people 
deposited  the  filth  at  the  rere  of  the  premises,  the  law 
holds  the  tenant  of  the  premises  responsible  for  the 
nuisance.  Despite  the  fact  that  warning  notices  for 
breach  of  the  law  have  been  placed  at  the  entrance 
to  such  lanes,  culprits  at  night  frequently  dump 
offensive  matter  therein.  Customarily  the  Public 
Health  Department  are  the  recipients  of  complaints, 
and  in  consequence  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  to 
devote  a good  deal  of  his  valuable  time  in  investigation 
work  of  this  character. 

During  the  year,  410  complaints  received  attention, 
and  although  the  lanes  were  cleansed  by  the  persons 
liable  or  by  the  Cleansing  Department,  a recurrence 
of  the  nuisance  was  not  unusual. 

WORKSHOPS. 

Among  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  various  tasks  are 
the  inspections  of  factories  and  workshops.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  give  due  regard  to 
hygiene  and  sanitary  details  in  these  places.  Sufficient 
light  and  air,  together  with  properly  ventilated  and 
separately  approached  sanitary  conveniences  for  male 
and  female  workers  must  be  provided.  Consequent 
upon  increasing  industrialisation  smoke  nuisances  from 
the  chimneys  of  work-places  are  becoming  a frequent 
cause  of  complaint.  The  abatement  of  these  nuisances 
being  highly  technical  often  involves  considerable 
expenditure. 


BASEMENTS. 

There  were  52  basements  closed  as  being  unlit  for 
sleeping  apartments.  The  Housing  Department  pro- 
vided alternative  accommodation  for  the  tenants. 
At  present  there  are  1,393  families  living  in  basements. 
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ABANDONED  HOUSES. 

These  are  tenement  houses  where  the  owners  having 
failed  to  collect  rents  which  would  show  a profit 
after  defraying  expenses,  abandon  the  property.  They 
are  generally  in  a very  dilapidated  and  neglected 
condition  for  some  time  previously  and  the  tenants 
in  many  instances  had  refused  to  pay  rent.  At  the 
public  charge  the  drains  have  to  be  freed,  yards  and 
W.C.’s  scavenged,  and  incidental  costs  incurred.  The 
serious  consideration  is  that  however  bad  houses  of 
these  categories  become,  pending  alternative  accom- 
modation being  available,  they  must  for  the  present 
be  kept  in  the  best  condition  possible  as  regards 
fitness  for  human  habitation. 

LIME  WASHING  OF  TENEMENTS. 

With  the  exception  of  48  tenements,  in  respect  of 
which  44  prosecutions  were  instituted  against  the 
Owners,  all  the  tenements  were  limewashed  twice  in 
the  year,  in  compliance  with  Tenement  Bye-Law  34. 

VERBAL  NOTICES. 

When  feasible  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  give  verbal 
notices  to  owners  or  agents  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances.  There  were  7,566  such  notices  given,  the 
majority  of  which  were  complied  with,  thus  reducing 
clerical  work.  This  and  the  outstanding  increase  of 
the  number  of  owners,  who  call  to  the  Sanitary  Office 
for  advice,  etc.,  are  convincing  proofs  that  property 
owners  are  developing  a sense  of  their  responsibility 
to  tenants. 

REBATE  OF  RATES. 

Under  Section  72  of  the  Local  Government  (Dublin) 
Act,  1930,  owners  of  houses  of  not  more  than  £8 
valuation  get  a rebate  of  20%  on  their  taxes,  provided 
these  dwellings  are  in  good  repair.  The  purport  of 
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this  section  is  to  encourage  the  owners  of  this  class 
of  property  to  maintain  the  houses  in  a habitable 
condition  throughout  the  year.  In  1937  there  were 
applications  made  covering  6,295  valuations  of  which 
277  were  rejected. 

The  following  conditions  must  be  fulfilled  before  a 
house  is  deemed  fit  to  warrant  a rebate  : — 

1.  Valuation  of  Premises  must  not  exceed  £8. 

2.  Premises  must  be  occupied  only  by  Artizans 

or  Labourers. 

3.  Premises  must  front  to  streets  or  places  in 

charge  of  the  Corporation. 

4.  “ Suitability  ” of  Premises,  as  required  by  the 

Superintendent  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(a)  All  Premises  must  have  yards  (either  in 

common  or  self-contained)  at  rear  or  “ side.” 

(b)  Entire  surface  of  yard  (where  there  is  no 

garden)  to  be  concreted  or  tiled.  The 
size  of  the  yard  to  be  as  determined  in 
the  Building  Bye-Laws. 

(c)  Drains  must  be  intercepted,  ventilated,  and 

provided  with  proper  deep  seal  surface 
water  traps. 

(d)  There  shall  be  no  Ashpits — Dust  Bins  only 

must  be  provided. 

(e)  Proper  and  sufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

must  be  provided.  Each  occupant  must 
be  provided  by  Owner  with  a Key  for 
the  W.C. 

(f)  The  entire  house  must  be  kept  clean,  white- 

washed, and  in  good  general  repair,  with 
unbroken  windows,  staircases,  balustrades, 
lobbies  and  fireplaces. 
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FLY  NUISANCE. 

Complaints  regarding  the  nuisance  from  flies  were 
numerous  through  the  past  summer.  The  District 
Inspectors  were  instructed  to  make  : — 

A special  survey  of  their  districts  with  a 
view  to  discovering  and  taking  steps  to  remove 
refuse  of  every  kind  that  may  be  lying  or  dumped 
in  their  districts,  and  having  done  this  they 
should  exercise  the  strictest  vigilance  to  see  that 
a recurrence  of  such  conditions  does  not  take 
place.  This  should  embrace  the  contents  of 
privies,  where  they  exist,  manure  heaps,  ashpits, 
yards,  passages,  streets,  and  particularly  derelict 
spaces.” 


This  Department  receives  appreciative  co-operation 
from  other  Corporation  Departments,  consequently, 
many  sanitary  defects  are  brought  to  notice.  Were 
it  not  for  this  early  intimation  it  is  possible  that 
defects  might  remain  undiscovered  until  such  time 
as  the  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  premises  in  the 
course  of  house  to  house  inspections. 


References  from  Other  Departments. 


From  City  Engineer’s  Department  ...  609 

,,  Cleansing  Department  ...  ...  231 

,,  Housing  Department  ...  ...  745 

„ Child  Welfare  Service  ...  ...  127 

„ Veterinary  Department  ...  ...  46 

„ Other  Departments  ...  ...  164 

N 2 


196 


References  to  Other  Departments. 

The  Sanitary  Department  co-operates  with  other 
Departments  by  reporting  matters  relative  to  waste 
water,  defective  street  and  passage  paving,  choked 
street  gulleys,  dangerous  floors,  ceilings,  roofs,  etc. 


To  the  City  Architect  ...  ...  1,994 

,,  ,,  Building  Surveyor  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  Water  Engineers  ...  ...  1,002 

,,  ,,  Veterinary  Department  ...  32 

,,  ,,  Cleansing  Department  ...  ...  54 

,,  ,,  Housing  Department  ...  ...  860 

,,  ,,  Other  Departments  ...  ...  75 


SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

76  observations  were  made  for  the  detection  of 
black  smoke  being  emitted  in  such  quantities  as  to 
be  a nuisance. 

CELLARS  AND  UNDERGROUND  ROOMS. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  3,110 

Number  of  Notices  served  to  cease  letting  or 

occupying  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  405 


WORKSHOPS. 

1,853  Workshops  on  Register  on  1st  January,  1937. 
93  Registered  during  the  year. 

168  Defects  discovered. 

159  Statutory  notices  for  sanitary  defects  were  served. 

9 Verbal  notices  for  sanitary  defects  were  given. 
979  Visits  were  made. 
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Re  Section  9 of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Notices  served  and  complied  with,  particulars  of 
which  are  as  follows  : — 

Total 

1.  Sanitary  Accommodation  opens  directly 

into  Factory  ...  ...  ...  51 

2.  Sanitary  Accommodation  not  provided  with 

artificial  light  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Intervening  space  not  ventilated  to  open  air  3 

4.  Suitable  Sanitary  Accommodation  not  pro- 

vided ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

5.  Sufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  not 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

6.  Male  and  Female  Sanitary  Accommodation 

side  by  side  without  separate  approaches  7 

7.  Sanitary  Accommodation  not  provided  ...  6 

8.  Ventilation  of  Workshop  not  sufficient  ...  1 

9.  Sanitary  Accommodation  dirty  ...  16 

10.  Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  36 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

Section  107  deals  with  Home  Work,”  and  its 
purport  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Occupier  of  every  Factory  and  Workshop 
and  every  Contractor  employed  by  any  such  Occupier 
in  the  business  of  the  Factory  or  Workshop  shall : — 

(a)  Keep  in  the  prescribed  form  and  manner,  and 

with  the  prescribed  particulars,  lists  showing 
names  and  addresses  of  all  persons  directly 
employed  by  him,  either  as  workmen  or  as 
contractors,  in  the  business  of  the  4 actory 
or  Workshop,  outside  the  Factory  or  Work- 
ship,  and  the  places  where  they  are  employed  ; 
and 

( b ) Send  to  an  Inspector  such  copies  of,  or  extracts 

from,  those  lists  as  the  Inspector  may  from 
time  to  time  require  ; and 
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(c)  Send  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February 
and  the  first  day  of  August  in  each  year 
copies  of  those  lists  to  the  District  Council 
of  the  District  in  which  the  Factory  or 
Workshop  is  situate. 

In  the  event  of  a contravention  of  this  section  by 
the  Occupier  of  a Factory,  Workshop,  or  Place,  or  by 
a Contractor,  the  Occupier  or  Contractor  shall  be  liable 
to  a fine  not  exceeding  Forty  Shillings,  and  in  the  case 
of  a second  or  subsequent  offence,  not  exceeding 
Five  Pounds. 

FACTORY  AND  WORSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

Outworkers,  1937. 

62  Firms  sent  in  their  lists  in  the  prescribed  form, 
twice  in  the  year.  The  institution  of  legal  proceedings 
was  not  necessary,  but  ten  firms  were  cautioned  for 
delay  in  furnishing  the  returns.  The  number  of 
Outworkers  in  said  lists  was  732. 

The  attached  list  gives  the  number  sent  in,  in 
February  and  August,  of  Outworkers  for  each  of  the 
Trades  given.  (Home  Work  Order  of  15th  August, 
1905) : — 

No. 


Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  396 

Household  Linen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Lace,  Lace  curtains  and  nets  ...  ...  ...  12 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  ...  ...  ...  7 

Furniture  and  upholstery  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

File-making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Cart  gear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Locks,  latches  and  keys  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Umbrellas,  etc.  ...  ...  . = . ...  ' •••  21 

Artificial  flowers 

Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags  ...  ...  ...  15 

Brushmaking  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  • 

Basket  making  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christmas  stockings 
Processes  incidental  to  above 


Total 


732 
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Return  of  Sanitary  Prosecutions,  1937. 

Prosecutions  : 


?? 


?? 


?? 


?? 


?? 


?? 


(Ordinary)  ... 

Total 
...  346 

(Disobedience) 

...  44 

(Bye-Laws)  ... 

...  101 

(Closing) 

...  31 

(Sec.  56) 

2 

(Secs.  83  and  84) 

2 

( Bye-Laws  for  keeping  of  Animals ) — 

Adjourned  cases  brought  forward 


Results  of  Prosecutions  : 


?? 


99 


99 


99 


166 


Justices’  Orders  obtained 

...  252 

Owners  fined  (absolute) 

...  90 

Cases  adjourned 

...  168 

Summonses  marked  “Abated”  ... 

...  122 

marked  “ Proved  but  Dismissed  ” 
Adjourned  generally 
Prohibition  Orders  obtained 
Summonses  marked  "No  Service”  ... 

Struck  out 

dismissed  Probation  Act 

„ marked  “ Defendant  Dead 

Total  amount  of  Penalties  imposed  (absolute) 

£121  15s.  6d. 


2 

14 
18 

2 

15 
8 
1 
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MEDICAL  OFFICERS’  REPORTS,  1937. 

Number  of  Reports,  received  in  writing,  from  Medical 

Officers  of  Health. 


Name. 


Number 


Dr.  Burke  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ Conway  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Cullen  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Cusack  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

„ Dillon  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ Eustace  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Falvey  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ Fitzgerald  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Grimley  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Har  rison  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ Hayes 

„ Hooper  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Jordan  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Lemass 

,,  Lynch  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ Murray  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Nolan  ...  ...  •••  ...  - 

,,  O’Connor  ...  ...  ...  •••  - 

,,  O’Donnell  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

„ Peppard  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„ Toher  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ Walshe  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Walters  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 


Total 


73 


In  addition  to  above 
from  the  District  Medical 


many  verbal  complaints 
Officers  of  Health. 


are 


received 


F.  O’SULLIVAN, 

Clerk  in  Charge. 
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OPERATIONS  UNDER  SHOPS’  ACT. 


Number  of  Inspections — Year  1937  14,621 

Number  of  Prosecutions  8 

Penalties  imposed — 

Pines  £2  Q 0 

Costs  1 ()  o 

Probation  Act  3 


The  above  prosecutions  referred  to  failure  to  close 
for  weekly  half -holiday  at  the  prescribed  hours.  The 
following  classes  of  shops  were  affected  : — 


Drapery  3 

Cycle  Dealers  2 

Motor  Dealers  1 

Outfitters  1 

Jewellers  1 


An  order  was  made  on  23rd  September,  1937,  fixing 
the  day  of  the  weekly  half -holiday  with  respect  to 
shops  wherein  the  trade  of  Jeweller,  Watchmaker, 
Goldsmith  or  Silversmith  (including  Dealers  in  Gold 
or  Silver)  is  carried  on  for  Wednesday,  not  later  than 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  provided  always  that 
as  respects  any  shop  in  which  notice  to  that  effect  is 
affixed  by  the  occupier  Saturday  may  be  substituted 
for  Wednesday  as  the  day  on  which  such  shop  shall 
be  closed.  * 


I 


REPORT 


BY 

CITY  ENGINEER 

( per  Mr*  E*  FITZGERALD, 
Superintendent  of  Cleansing*) 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  comprises  three 
important  sanitary  functions  : — 

(a)  The  collection  of  refuse. 

(b)  The  disposal  of  refuse. 

(c)  Street  Cleansing. 

In  Dublin  County  Borough  some  130,000  tons  of 
Domestic  Refuse  is  produced  annually  and  from  the 
338  miles  of  streets  and  roads  which  are  regularly 
cleaned  some  39,000  tons  of  debris,  including  litter, 
are  collected  and  have  to  be  disposed  of  making  a 
grand  total  of  some  169,000  tons. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

In  practically  all  areas  a thrice  weekly  collection  is 
made  of  Domestic  Refuse  and  in  the  principal  shopping 
centres  a collection  is  made  on  five  days  per  week. 
A fleet  of  42  petrol  driven  refuse  collection  vehicles, 
varying  in  capacity  of  from  3 to  5 tons,  fitted  with 
hydraulic  tipping  gear,  and  sliding  covers  to  prevent 
scattering  of  contents,  and  95  horse  drawn  vehicles 
are  utilised  for  the  collection  of  domestic  and  street 
refuse. 


For  the  year  ending  March,  1937,  the  total  quantity 
of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  collected  was  130,789 
tons  equivalent  to  an  average  yield  of  15-2  cwts. 
per  1,000  of  population  per  day.  116,877  tons  were 
disposed  of  on  the  various  disposal  grounds  and 
13,912  tons  incinerated  at  the  Stanley  Street  Destruc- 
tor. The  principal  disposal  ground  on  the  North 
side  of  the  City  is  at  the  East  Wall  Road  where  60 
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acres  of  foreshore  are  being  reclaimed  and  on  the 
South  side  Mount  Argus  grounds,  Sundrive  Road, 
which  is  being  filled  in  for  use  as  a Public  Park. 


Street  Cleansing. 

All  the  streets  are  swept  weekly,  bi-weekly  and 
thrice  weekly,  depending  on  their  location,  etc.,  the 
principal  streets  and  streets  in  congested  areas  receiving 
constant  daily  attention.  Eight  motor  washing  and 
sweeping  machines  are  utilised  for  washing  and 
sweeping  the  principal  thoroughfares  nightly.  A patrol 
staff  of  91  men  with  litter  barrows  are  daily  employed 
sweeping  the  channels  of  the  main  thoroughfares. 
Improved  road  surfaces  and  the  fast  moving  traffic 
cause  the  bulk  of  the  street  litter  to  be  blown  into 
the  channels.  The  channels  in  the  principal  streets 
are  cleansed  as  often  as  five  or  six  times  per  day  by 
this  patrol  staff.  The  work  of  the  patrol  staff  is, 
to  a certain  extent,  nullified  and  made  extremely 
difficult  by  the  parking  of  motor  cars  for  long  periods 
in  the  main  thoroughfares.  The  proposed  new  Parking 
Bye-laws  should  have  the  effect  of  assisting  the  more 
efficient  cleansing  of  the  streets.  A number  of  thought- 
less shopkeepers  still  permit  their  employees  to  sweep 
litter  from  the  front  of  their  premises  each  morning 
into  the  channels  which  have  been  washed  and  swept 
during  the  night,  instead  of  placing  these  sweepings 
in  their  dust  bins.  New  Bye-laws  are  being  drafted 
with  a view  to  stopping  this  practice. 


For  the  year  ending  March,  1937,  39,084  tons  of 
street  sweepings  were  collected  and  disposed  of  on 
the  various  tipping  grounds.  A number  of  local 
market  gardeners  in  the  past  drew  from  our  Depots 
a quantity  of  this  for  manure  and  top  dressing,  but 
owing  to  the  acquisition  for  housing  of  agricultural 
land  near  the  city  the  demand  for  this  has  fallen 
off  considerably. 
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On  Sundays  a limited  staff  is  engaged  on  street 
cleansing  work. 

Conveniences. 

There  are  67  conveniences  in  the  City  which  are 
cleansed  and  disinfected  daily. 

General. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  the  objectionable 
practice  by  householders  of  the  placing  of  bins  on 
public  footpaths  very  much  in  advance  of  the  hours 
of  collection.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
dealing  effectively  with  this  nuisance.  The  Garda 
Siochana  Authorities  have  been  requested  to  enforce 
their  powers  to  prevent  obstruction  of  the  thorough- 
fares in  the  manner  referred  to. 
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OPERATIONS  UNDER  STREET  TRADING  OF  CHILDREN 

REGULATIONS. 


Licences  to  trade  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Return  (kindly  furnished  by  the  Chief  Superintendent,  Garda 
Siochana  (Metropolitan  Division),  showing  the  results  of 
prosecutions  against  (a)  juveniles  for  breaches  of  the  Street 
Trading  By-Laws  ; (6)  parents  or  guardians  for  allowing  their 
children  under  14  years  of  age  to  trade  in  the  streets  during  1936. 


Return  of  Prosecutions  under  Street  Trading  By-Laws 
Instituted  by  Gardai  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Division  during  the  Year  1937. 


Persons 

Pro- 

ceeded 

Against 

Con- 

victed 

Cautioned 

Pending 

Other- 

wise 

D.P.A. 

(a)  Juveniles 

262 

GO 

69 

34 

99 

( b ) Parents  or 
Guardians 

49 

23 

3 

— 

22 
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PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  RESORT. 

1936. 

The  number  of  Theatres  and  regular  Cinemas  in 
the  City  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  namely,  8 and 
34  respectively.  The  number  of  public  dance  hails 
totalled  42.  The  number  of  halls  provided  with  per- 
manent stages  for  plays  amounted  to  9,  including  two 
new  School  Halls  of  this  class.  There  were  in  addition 
14  buildings  in  use  for  various  forms  of  public  enter- 
tainment, making  a total  of  107  places  of  public 
resort  in  the  City  for  the  year. 

l3lans  for  3 new  Cinemas  and  1 new  dance  hall 
were  approved.  Structural  improvements  were  carried 
out  at  5 premises  and  the  introduction  of  the  most 
up-to-date  equipment  providing  for  the  greater  safety 
and  comfort  of  patrons  of  such  places  was  continued 
generally. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year  was  1,055. 


u 
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Return  of  New  and  Altered  Buildings  Completed,  1937. 

Inspections  by  Building  kSurveyors  ....  ....  6,432 

Plans  approved  of  ....  ....  ....  2,740 

Notice  of  disapproval  of  plans  ....  ....  599 

Notices  to  alter  work  in  progress  ....  ....  37 

Notices  to  lodge  plans  _ ....  ....  128 

Certificate  of  fitness  for  habitation  ....  ....  250 

Number  of  new  buildings  completed  ....  991 

Number  of  altered  buildings  completed  ....  163 

Drain  Tests  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,863 

Water  Returns  (Estimates  in  connection  with 

charges  for  building  water)  ....  £559,835 


CLONTARF  GRAVEYARD. 

Number  of  Interments  made  ....  ....  20 

Amount  of  Fees  ....  ....  ....  £18  10  0 

No.  of  Headstones  erected  ....  ....  ....  1 

Amount  of  Fee  ....  ..  . £3  3 0 
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DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL 

DISEASES. 

The  Scheme  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases  came  into  operation  in  January, 
1919,  and  provides  free  and  efficient  treatment  for 
sufferers. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Treatment  Centre  and  Clinic  and  for  the  setting- 
apart  of  wards  for  in-patients  at  Dr.  Steevens’  Hospital, 
where  patients  are  enabled  to  enter  through  the  out- 
door department  of  the  general  dispensaries. 

By  arrangement  with  the  authorities  of  Trinity 
College,  University  College  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Medical  practitioners  practising  in  the  City 
can  obtain,  free,  scientific  reports  on  any  material 
obtained  from  a patient  suspected  to  be  suffering  from 
Venereal  Disease,  and  skilled  assistance  in  treatment 
is  placed  at  their  disposal.  Supplies  of  Salvarsan  sub- 
stitutes can  be  obtained  by  Medical  practitioners 
through  Dr.  Steevens’  Hospital. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
at  Dr.  Steevens’  Hospital  during  the  year  under 
review  : — 

No.  of  new  patients  attending  Outpatient  Clinic  554 
No.  of  old  and  new  patients  attending  Out- 
patient Clinic 

Total  No.  of  attendances  at  Outpatient  Clinic 
No.  of  new  In-patients  treated 
Total  No.  of  In-patients  treated  .... 

Aggregate  No.  of  In-patients’  (old  and  new) 
days  of  treatment 

Tests  made  at  the  Pathological  Laboratories  during 
the  year  to  31st  December,  1937  : 

Trinity  College  ••••  3,039 

University  College  ....  2,1(53 


1,627 

19,162 

34 

47 

1,202 


Royal  College  of  Surgeons  2,020 


o 2 
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MIDWIVES  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1918. 

During  the  year  1937,  215  midwives  gave  the 
required  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  within 
the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

In  conformity  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board,  the  midwives  were  visited  at  intervals 
throughout  the  year  at  their  own  homes.  Special 
attention  was  given  to  personal  cleanliness  of  the 
mid  wives  and  the  condition  of  their  homes  and  the 
necessary  appliances,  bag,  contents,  etc.  The  registers 
containing  the  entries  of  births  attended  by  midwives 
were  examined  and  were  with  very  few  exceptions 
found  to  be  correctly  kept. 

No  midwife  was  reported  for  any  breach  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  in  the  period. 

No  unregistered  woman  was  found  practising  with- 
out medical  assistance. 

The  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  was 
3,115  or  23.81%  of  the  total  births  notified,  as  com- 
pared with  3,208  or  24.77  % during  the  previous  year. 

Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year  1937  was  794  as  compared  with  785  in  the 
previous  year. 

Mid  wives  Emergencies. 

During  the  year  272  claims  were  made  by  medical 
practitioners  in  the  city  for  attendance  on  emergencies 
of  labour  under  the  Midwives  (Ireland)  Act,  1918. 
The  ability  of  the  patient  to  pay  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  fee  w^as  investigated. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  MATERNITY  HOMES  ACT, 

1934. 

The  number  of  homes  registered  under  the  above 
Act  in  the  City  on  31st  December,  1936  was  47.  Four 
applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the 
year.  After  investigation  as  to  suitability,  etc.,  these 
were  approved  and  registered.  Three  registrations 
were  cancelled  because  the  keeper  of  the  nursing  home 
desired  to  give  up  practice.  One  was  cancelled  and 
re-registered  because  of  a re-arrangement  of  the  home. 
The  nursing  homes  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  numbered  48. 
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SCHEME  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

In  the  County  Borough  of  Dublin. 

UNDER  THE  BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920,  AND 
OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  ACT,  1932. 

1.  In  this  Scheme  the  term  “ Corporation  ” shall 
mean  “ The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  Dublin,  acting  by  the  City 
Manager,"  and  the  term  “ Minister  ” shall  mean  the 
Minister  for  Local  Government  and  Public  Health. 

2.  This  Scheme  shall  apply  to  blind  persons  ordi- 
narily resident  in  the  County  Borough  of  Dublin  for  a 
period  of  not  less  than  two  years  prior  to  registration 
under  the  Scheme.  The  term  “ blind  person  ” shall 
mean  any  inhabitant  of  the  County  Borough  who  is 
so  blind  as  to  be  either  unable  to  perform  any  work 
for  which  eyesight  is  essential  or  unable  to  continue 
his  or  her  ordinary  occupation. 

3.  The  Corporation  will  establish  and  maintain  a 
Register  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  name  and 
address,  age,  sex,  religion  and  other  necessary  parti- 
culars of  every  blind  person  who  shall  produce  a 
certificate  on  the  prescribed  form  from  a recognised 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  that  the  acuity  of  vision  of  such 
person  (refractive  error  being  corrected)  is  below  1 20th 
normal  (3  60th  snellen),  or  that  such  person  is  so  blind 
as  to  be  unable  to  continue  his  or  her  ordinary  occu- 
pation. Any  person  between  the  ages  of  30  and  70 
may,  however,  be  registered  without  producing  such 
certificate  on  furnishing  evidence  of  being  in  receipt 
of  a pension  in  pursuance  of  Section  6 of  the  Old  Age 
Pensions  Act,  1932.*  The  Register  shall  be  kept 
written  up  to  date  and  shall  be  revised  annually  in 
the  month  of  January.  The  Corporation  shall  be 
empowered  to  pay  reasonable  fees  to  ophthalmic 
surgeons  for  certifying  in  cases  of  necessitous  persons. 


* This  Act  entitles  a blind  person  to  receive  an  Old  Age  Pension  at  30 
years  of  age  instead  of  50  years  as  provided  in  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920, 
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4.  Schedule  of  Contributions  payable  in 
respect  of  Blind  Persons. 

Contributions  to  Maintenance , etc.,  of  Blind  Persons  in 

Institutions. 

Payments  shall  be  made  at  the  rates  hereinafter  set  out  to  the 
following  Institutions  for  each  blind  person  maintained  : — - 

Group  No.  1.  Elementary  education  of  children  of  school  age. 

St.  Mary’s  Blind  Asylum  ...  ...  £17  12  0 a year 

St.  Joseph’s  Blind  Asylum  ...  ...  20  0 0 

Group  No.  2.  Technical  training  of — 

(а)  Blind  children  after  school  age. 

(б)  Persons  who  have  become  blind  later  in  life. 

St.  Mary’s  Blind  Asylum  (up  to  18  years  of  age)  £17  12  0 a year 

St.  Mary’s  Blind  Asylum  (over  18  years  of  age)  15  12  0 „ 

St.  Joseph’s  Blind  Asylum  (up  to  21  years  of 

age)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  0 0 „ 

St.  Joseph’s  Blind  Asylum  (over  21  years  of  age)  13  0 0 5, 

Group  No.  3.  The  employment  of — 

Resident  blind  workers  in  certain  occupations. 

St.  Mary’s  Blind  Asylum  ...  ...  £19  18  8 a year 

Richmond  National  Institution  ...  ...  19  18  8 

St.  Joseph’s  Blind  Asylum  ...  ...  19  18  8 „ 

Group  No.  4.  Maintenance  of  incapable  adult  blind. 

St.  Mary’s  Blind  Asylum  ...  ...  £15  12  0 a year 

Richmond  National  Institution  ...  ...  13  0 0 „ 

St.  Joseph’s  Blind  Asylum  ...  ...  13  0 0 ,, 

(Foregoing  grants  in  Group  No.  4 to  be  independent  of  Blind 
or  Old  Age  Pensions). 

Cost  of  outfits  may  be  allowed  on  admission  of  blind  persons  to 
Institutions.  Should  it  be  shown  that  payments  under  the  fore- 
going scale  in  respect  of  the  inmates  of  a Home  or  School  Residence 
are  not  in  accordance  with  the  rates  of  contribution  required  to 
qualify  such  inmates  to  be  reckoned  as  residents  under  the  terms 
of  the  Regulations  governing  the  Grant  in  aid  of  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind,  then  in  each  such  case  the  payment  may  be  increased 
to  the  requisite  amount  contemplated  by  the  Regulations. 

Augmentation  of  Wages  of  Outdoor  Workers  in  Institutions. 

(1)  A flat  rate  per  person  per  week  of  ...  ...  7/8 

(2)  Weekly  allowance  for  wife  to  be  ...  ...  5/- 

(3)  Weekly  allowance  for  first  child  to  be  ...  ...  3/6 

(4)  Weekly  allowance  for  each  additional  child  to  be  ...  2/6 


Monetary  assistance  to  Necessitous  Blind  in  their  own  Homes. 

The  Corporation  may  in  cases  of  unemployed  and  necessitous 
blind  persons  ineligible  for  education  or  industrial  training  under 
the  above  arrangements  and  living  in  their  own  homes  or  in 
lodgings,  grant  assistance  to  such  persons  in  accordance  with  the 
following  scale  : — 


Classification  of  Blind  Persons.  Amount  of  weekly  allowance. 


(a)  Blind  person  over  15  years  and 
under  30  years  of  age 


(b)  Blind  person  30  years  of  age  and 
upwards 

(c)  Blind  person  30  years  of  age  and 

upwards 

(d)  Married  man  under  30  years  of  age 

with  wife  dependent  on  him  ... 

(e)  Married  man  30  years  of  age  and 

upwards  with  wife  dependent  on 
him  ...  ...  ... 

(/)  Additional  allowance  for  each 
child 


s.  d. 

12  6 

living  with  relatives 
or  friends. 

14  0 

living  alone  or  in 
lodgings. 

6 0 

with  pension. 

14  0 

without  pension. 

19  0 

12  0 

with  pension. 

3 6 

first. 

2 6 

each  other. 

Persons  under  the  age  of  15  years  will  be  regarded  as  children. 

In  considering  the  grant  of  allowances  on  this  scale  to  the 
classes  of  blind  at  (a)  and  (d)  above  the  Corporation  will  not  take 
into  account  casual  earnings  of  any  such  person  except  so  much 
of  such  earnings  as  shall  be  in  excess  of  six  shillings  per  week. 


5.  Nothing  in  this  Scheme  is  to  be  construed  as 
giving  blind  persons,  irrespective  of  their  means  or 
conduct,  a right  absolute  to  assistance.  The  Coipo- 
ration  will  not  grant  an  allowance  under  Article  4 
above  to  any  blind  person  under  30  years  of  age  who 
is  capable  of  instruction  and  who  declines  without  a 
satisfactory  reason  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities 
for  education,  training  or  employment  under  the 
Scheme,  or  who  is  by  conduct  or  otherwise  deemed 
unsuitable  for  assistance.  No  habitual  mendicant 
shall  be  granted  an  allowance  under  the  Scheme  unless 
the  practice  of  mendicancy  is  discontinued. 


6.  The  Corporation  may  incur  such  expenditure  in 
the  execution  of  this  Scheme  as  the  Minister  may  from 
time  to  time  approve. 
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SCHEME  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Dublin  County  Borough. 


Statement  showing  Numbers  of  Blind  Persons 
Registered  under  Scheme  as  on  31st 
December,  1937. 


Blind  Persons  dealt 

Numi 

3ER  OF  B 
AT  THE 

lind  Per 
Ages  of 

SONS 

Total 

with  under  Scheme 

Under 

5 

years 

5 and 
under  1 5 
years 

15  and 
under  30 
years 

30  years 
and 

upwards 

I.  Number  maintained,  in 
approved  Institutions, 
(a)  St.  Mary’s, /Males 

2 

2 





4 

Merrion  /Females 

( b ) St.  Joseph’s, 

1 

4 

6 

33 

44 

Drumcondra — Males 

— 

3 

10 

14 

27 

(c)  Richmond  National 

Institution — Males 

. 

■ 

1 

21 

22 

(d)  Cork  Blind /Males 

• — 

■ 

1 

1 

Asylum  / Females 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

II.  Number  assisted  in  their 
own  Homes. 

(a)  Single  or 

Widowed  > Males 

■ — 

— 

12 

229 

241 

Persons  J Females 

— 

— 

8 

425 

433 

(b)  Married  Blind  Men 

— 

— 

1 

179 

180 

(c)  Married  Blind  Women 

— 

— 

— 

37 

37 

Totals 

3 

9 

39 

938 

989 

Actual  Payments  made  in  connection  with  above 
Scheme  during  Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Nature  of  Payment. 

Amount. 

Nature  of  Payment  Amount. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

(1)  St.  Mary’s,  Merrion 

971 

8 

1 1 

(6)  Examination  and  certi- 

(2)  St.  Joseph’s, 

fication  of  Blind  Persons  20 

10  0 

Drumcondra 

532 

8 

0 

(7)  Stationery  and  Office 

(3)  Richmond  National 

435 

15 

6 

Expenses  ...  30 

10  2 

(4)  Cork  Asylum 

18 

1 

(8)  Any  other  Expenses 

(5)  Allowances  to  Blind 

Salaries  . . . 604 

8 8 

Persons  in  their  own 

Homes 

16,440 

0 

0 

Totai.  -£18,380  10  6 Total  £655  8 10 

Grand  Total  £19,035  19  4 
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Operations  under  Scheme  for  Welfare  of  Blind. 


55 


55 


55 


5 5 


55 


55 


55 


Number  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register 

Blind  Persons  in  receipt  of  Monetary  Assistance 
Applications  for  Assistance  received  ... 
Applications  for  Assistance  granted 
Applications  for  Assistance  declared  ineligible  ... 
Applications  for  Assistance  pending  at  close  of 

0 •••  •••  •••  jt  • • ••• 

Blind  Persons  in  Institutions  for  Blind — Males 
Blind  Persons  in  Institutions  for  Blind — Females 
Blind  Persons  declining  Institutional  Treatment 
Visits  to  Institutions  for  Blind 
Visits  to  Beneficiaries’  Homes 
Blind  Persons  registered  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  Free  Wireless  Licences 
Forms  issued  for  Free  Wireless  Licences 
Married  Blind  out-door  workers  in  Institutions 
in  receipt  of  augmentation  of  Wages 
Beneficiaries  admitted  to  Public  Institutions,  i.e., 
Dublin  Union,  Hospitals,  etc. 
BeneficiariesAlischarged  from  same 
Certificates  issued  by  Ophthalmic  Surgeons 
Bedridden  Beneficiaries  whose  allowances  were 
collected  by  Home  Teachers 
Beneficiaries  living  in  Hostels 
Children,  under  15  years,  of  Blind  Persons  in 
employment 

Children,  over  15  years,  of  Blind  Persons  in 
employment 

Complaints  investigated  regarding  begging,  per- 
forming for  profit  by  Beneficiaries  in  the 
streets  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cases  where  reductions  in  allowances  were  made 
on  account  of  undisclosed  earnings 
Replies  sent  to  State  Pension  Officers  regarding 
Allow  ances  paid  to  Blind  Persons 
Deaths  of  Beneficiaries 
Deaths  of  Beneficiaries’  Children 
Children  born  to  Beneficiaries 
Beneficiaries  transferred  to  Dublin  Co.  Council 
Beneficiaries  transferred  from  Co.  Dublin  to  City 
Beneficiaries  who  left  City  ... 

Blind  Persons  declining  further  Assistance 
Blind  Persons  who  entered  the  married  state  ... 


55 


55 


55 


5 5 


989 

891 

191 

122 

42 

27 
50 
48 

2 

25 

3,236 

1 

25 

12 

104 

58 

52 

28 

15 


25 


60 

47 

12 

6 


1 

1 
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Monetary  Assistance  to  Blind  Persons  in  their 

own  Homes. 


Return  showing  the  Amount  expended  on  Domi- 
ciliary Allowances  to  Blind  Persons  and  the  Number 
Assisted  during  the  years  1930  to  1937. 


Year 

Expenditure 

Number 

assisted 

£ 

1930 

12,310 

484 

1931 

13,718 

560 

1932 

17,095 

645 

1933 

15,792 

737 

1934 

18,122 

880 

1935 

19,570 

950 

1936 

16,426* 

897 

1937 

16,440 

891 

* This  decrease  is  attributed  to  the  discontinuance  of  Allowances  in  a 
number  of  cases  where  the  incomes  of  the  families  of  beneficiaries  were 
taken  into  account. 


Home  Teaching  for  the  Blind. 

This  valuable  service  is  undertaken  by  the  National 
Council  for  the  Blind.  The  Dublin  Corporation  grant 
an  annual  contribution  to  this  body,  a voluntary 
organisation,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a Home  Teacher 
whose  duties  are  to  teach,  adult  blind  persons  in  their 
own  homes  how  to  read  embossed  type,  to  read  to 
them  and  to  instruct  them  in  simple  forms  of  home 
occupations.  The  work  of  a Home  Teacher  is  often  of 
a Social  Welfare  character.  A Home  Teacher’s  first 
aim  is  to  “ help  the  blind  to  be  and  to  live  as  like  the 
sighted  as  possible,”  to  bring  help  and  comfort  to  blind 
persons  in  their  own  homes  and  to  act  as  a living  link 
between  them  and  the  Agency  who  is  responsible  for 
their  well-being.  Teaching  is  carried  out  in  a very 
broad  sense  of  the  word.  Apart  from  instruction  in 
Braille,  Moon  and  Handicrafts,  the  blind  are  urged  to 
be  useful  to  others,  unselfish,  persevering  and  clean  in 
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house  and  person,  and  to  be  happy  and  interested  in 
all  that  goes  on  around  them.  This  demands  much 
patience  on  behalf  of  both  pupils  and  teacher. 

Many  of  the  blind  are  not  eligible  for  Institutional 
training  on  account  of  ill-health  or  because  married, 
but  such  can  be  taught  chair-caning,  knitting  and  to 
make  light  baskets,  seagrass  stools,  brush  mats,  wool 
rugs,  etc.  Here  the  Home  Teacher’s  help  is  invaluable  ; 
they  are  able  to  instruct  and  advise  regarding  materials 
and  the  selling  of  articles  made.  All  goods  when 
presented  for  sale  must  be  up  to  the  standard.  Super- 
vision in  this  matter  is  very  necessary : the  market  must 
not  be  flooded  with  inferior  goods  labelled  “ Made  by 
the  Blind.”  Women  found  sitting  in  idleness  have 
been  helped  by  Home  Teachers  to  take  up  their  sew  ing 
again,  to  do  their  own  housework  and  cooking,  and 
even  to  mind  a grandchild.  The  men  have  been 
encouraged  to  keep  their  gardens  in  order,  to  chop 
wood  and  to  help  in  the  running  of  their  homes  by 
assisting  in  various  ways.  This  work  as  set  out  is  not 
easy.  It  demands  much  tact  and  has  to  be  approached 
in  a kindly  spirit,  but  most  important  of  all,  plenty  of 
time  is  necessary  with  each  case.  Blind  people  cannot 
be  encouraged  to  make  efforts  if  hurried  in  any  way. 
Depression  and  poverty  have  to  be  battled  with,  and 
Home  Teachers  have  to  keep  on  day  by  day  over- 
coming all  the  difficulties  that  obstruct  the  path  of 
every  Social  Worker.  It  is  difficult  to  lay  down  any 
rules  as  to  frequency  of  visits,  or  the  number  of  cases 
any  one  Teacher  can  deal  with,  as  emergencies  are 
constantly  arising  which  demand  a repetition  of  visits 
in  the  course  of  a few  days  to  the  same  case.  No  rule 
can  be  followed  as  to  the  length  of  visits — when  a 
lesson  is  given  an  hour  may  be  necessary ; lonely  ones 
need  a longer  visit  than  a person  living  with,  a big 
family. 

The  success  of  the  Home  Teacher's  work  cannot  be 
measured  in  mileage,  or  by  the  work  produced  by  their 
pupils.  It  can  only  be  gauged  by  the  happiness  which 
they,  as  visitors,  bring  into  what  are  often  empty 
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desolate  lives  and  perhaps  more  important  still,  by  the 
influence  they  gain  in  the  homes  over  the  sighted 
relations  of  the  blind,  making  them  kinder,  more 
patient  with,  and  considerate  of,  their  relatives. 

This  particular  service  is  perhaps  most  in  evidence 
when  dealing  with  the  deaf-blind  by  means  of  the 
Manual  alphabet,  at  the  same  time  preserving  their 
power  of  speech  by  making  them  repeat  clearly  and 
distinctly  each  word  spelt  for  them  on  their  hands. 
When  a blind  person  is  first  visited  a friendly  discussion 
of  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Council  readily  gains  the 
friendship  and  confidence  of  the  blind  person  visited. 
In  Dublin  a great  many  blind  people  live  alone, 
dependent  on  their  allowances  to  buy  the  attention 
and  help  of  neighbours  for  small  services. 

Report  by  the  National  Council  for  the  Blind  of  Ireland 
regarding  Home  Teaching  and  Visiting  during  the 

year  1937. 

During  the  year  1937-38, — the  seventh  year  of  the 
Home  Teaching  Service, — 3,535  visits  have  been  paid 
to  the  Blind  in  their  homes.  (An  increase  of  830 
over  last  year).  1,338  visits  have  been  paid  on 
behalf  of  the  Blind.  (Increase  of  102).  The  numbers 
interviewed  at  the  office  total  1,847.  (Increase  of 
8b).  These  numbers  do  not  include  regular  visits 
paid  by  Voluntary  Visitors.  The  total  of  City  cases 
on  the  Register  on  December  31st  1937  was  501. 
(Increase  of  115). 

Tt  is  regrettable  that  the  work  is  still  handicapped 
by  inadequate  staff  and  limited  funds.  Including 
County  and  Country  Cases  there  are  now  669  Blind 
persons  on  our  Register.  There  are  close  on  900 
Blind  on  the  Dublin  Corporation  Register  and  about 
300  Blind  in  the  City  who  do  not  come  under  the 
Corporation  Scheme,  making  a total  for  the  City 
area  of  approximately  1,200.  Six  hundred  of  these 
sightless  people  must  remain  unvisited  and  untaught 
as  it  is  quite  impossible  to  undertake  the  care  of  new 
eases  with  our  present  small  staff. 
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Allowance  Applications,  and  filling  up  of  various 
forms.  Clothing,  blankets,  gramophone  records  and 
embossed  literature  are  distributed.  Correspondence 
in  connection  with  the  work  and  the  keeping  of  accounts 
take  up  a considerable  portion  of  the  Home  Teacher’s 
time. 

Blind  Pensioners  in  new  housing  areas,  such  as 
Kimmage  and  Crumlin,  suffer  great  inconvenience  in 
having  to  attend  at  South  William  Street  for  payment 
of  Allowances.  Guides  must  accompany  them  and 
the  necessary  fares  are  a drain  on  slender  incomes. 
If  it  were  possible  to  open  Pay  Centres  in  these  outlying 
districts  it  would  be  eminently  desirable.  Corporation 
Allowances  are  delivered  weekly  to  a number  of  bed- 
ridden  Blind  people.  Where  possible  small  sums  of 
money  are  given  to  alleviate  distress  caused  by  re- 
ductions in  State  Pensions. 

The  weekly  classes  for  men  have  been  well  attended. 
Instruction  is  given  in  Braille,  Moon,  and  Pastime 
Occupations.  Tea  is  provided  and  the  men  obviously 
enjoy  the  opportunity  to  meet  and  exchange  ideas 
or,  sometimes,  ventilate  grievances, — real  or  imagin- 
ary ! There  are  21  on  the  Class  Boll  but  during  the 
winter  the  attendances  are  irregular.  There  are  41 
Home  Workers  on  our  books  this  year.  Articles  made 
by  them  are  always  on  show  at  the  office  where  orders 
are  gratefully  received. 

At  various  Shows  goods  made  by  Home  Workers, 
by  workers  at  St.  Joseph’s,  Drumcondra  ; St.  Mary’s, 
Merrion  ; Molyneux  Asylum  and  the  Richmond  Insti- 
tution have  been  exhibited  for  sale.  Proceeds 
amounted  to  : — 


R.D.S.  Spring  Show,  1937 
,,  Hoise  , , ,,  ••• 

Christmas  Shop,  Grafton  Street 
Clonmel  Show,  1937 

,,  I.C.A.  Christmas  Shop 
Cork  Show 


£ s.  d. 
58  5 0 

48  10  11 
54  1 0 

5 13  4 

4 10  3 

3 9 0 
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Proceeds  of  Sales  are  paid  to  the  Workers,  the 
National  Council  defraying  all  expenses. 

Holiday  Fund.  The  sum  of  £21  4s.  8d.  received  in 
Donations  for  the  Holiday  Fund  enabled  24  invalids 
to  have  a week  or  two  at  Stillorgan  Convalescent 
Home  where  they  received  the  greatest  kindness  and 
attention  from  the  Matron  and  Staff.  5 Blind  persons 
were  given  days  at  the  sea  and  2 were  enabled  to 
have  a country  holiday  with  friends. 

Regular  visits  have  been  paid  to  Blind  patients  in 
the  various  City  Hospitals  and  in  the  Dublin  Union. 

Christmas  Gift  Fund  — For  the  Christmas  Gift  Fund, 
1937,  subscriptions  amounting  to  £55  13s.  6d.  were 
gratefully  received,  as  well  as  parcels  of  clothing, 
blankets,  groceries,  cigarettes  and  cakes.  This  Fund 
enabled  us  to  provide  coal,  clothing,  etc.,  for  398 
Blind  people. 

Hyacinth  Bulbs,  kindly  given  by  Dublin  Seed 
Merchants,  were  distributed  for  a Competition . Friends 
made  it  possible  to  award  prizes  for  the  best  blooms. 
Three  cash  prizes  and  1 consolation  prize  were  awarded. 

Entertainments. — In  January,  1937,  the  Companions 
of  St.  Patrick  entertained  90  Blind  and  Guides  at  a 
tea-party  and  concert  at  the  Shelbourne  Hotel. 

Two  Socials  kindly  given  by  members  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  were  attended  by  69  Blind,  at  the  Court 
House,  South  William  Street. 

During  the  Summer  28  Blind  and  10  Guides  were 
entertained  by  a member  of  the  Council  at  a Picnic 
at  Killiney. 

40  Blind  and  Guides  enjoyed  a Garden  Party  given 
by  a member  of  the  Visiting  Committee. 

By  invitation  of  the  Metropole  Management  196 
Blind  and  Guides  were  present  at  Miss  Grace  Moore’s 
Film,  “ For  You  Alone.” 

We  are  indebted  to  the  “Good  Companions  for 
tickets  for  Concerts  in  January  and  October.  Tickets 
were  also  received  from  the  Culwick  Choral  Society. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  Dick  Whittington  ” 
Company  at  the  Gaiety  Theatre  24  tickets  were 
distributed  for  the  Special  Hospital  Matinee  in  January. 
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Camp. — Again  this  year,  with  the  help  of  the  Catholic 
Scouts,  a Camp  for  Blind  men  was  arranged.  12  Men 
spent  an  enjoyable  fortnight  at  Balbriggan  in  August. 
Blankets  were  loaned  by  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
Brigade.  Rotarians  provided  Transport.  Tents  and 
equipment  were  supplied  by  the  Balbriggan  Scouts. 
Provisions  and  cigarettes  were  provided  by  the  National 
Council.  A male  cook  was  engaged.  This  open  air 
holiday  has  proved  to  be  very  beneficial  to  the  men’s 
health.  We  hope  to  be  in  a position  to  send  a larger 
number  to  Camp  next  Summer. 

Talking  Book  Machine. — The  Talking  Book  Machine 
lias  been  loaned  to  a number  of  Blind  people. 

Wireless  is  the  greatest  source  of  pleasure  to  the 
Blind.  14  Sets  have  been  distributed,  on  loan,  in 
Dublin  City  this  year  but  the  number  of  applications 
for  Sets  far  exceeds  the  supply  available. 

Specific  Duties  of  Home  Teacher. 

1.  To  act  as  a link  between  the  Blind  Persons  and 
the  Organisations  dealing  with  Blind  Welfare. 

2.  To  discover  and  investigate  cases. 

3.  To  report  to  the  proper  Authority. 

4.  To  keep  Index  and  other  Records  up  to  date. 

5.  To  look  after  the  Material  Welfare  of  the  Blind — 

(a)  Financial. — Pensions  and  Allowances. 

(b)  Physical. — Personal  Hygiene  and  Care  of 

of  Health. 

6.  To  provide  and  give  instruction  in  suitable 
Pastime  Occupations  and  arrange  sale  of  articles 
made. 

7.  To  teach  Braille  and  Moon  where  required  and 
arrange  for  supply  of  Books  and  Periodicals. 

8.  To  arrange  for  Recreation  by  the  organisation 
of  Socials,  Outings,  Entertainments,  Holidays,  etc. 

9.  To  act  as  the  Blind  person’s  friend  and  helper. 

10.  Care  of  the  Deaf-Blind. 
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SUMMARY. 


Number  of  City  Cases  on  Register,  31st  December,  1937 
,,  of  County  Cases  on  Register,  31st  December,  1937 
„ Country  Cases  on  Register,  31st  December,  1937  ... 
Visits  to  Blind  in  City  of  Dublin 
,,  to  Blind  in  County  Dublin 

,,  on  behalf  of  Blind 

Interviews  at  Office 
Number  of  Braille  Readers,  1937 

„ being  given  weekly  Braille  Lessons  in  own  homes  ... 
,,  of  Moon  Readers 

,,  learning  Handicrafts  at  Men’s  Weekly  Classes  ... 
„ of  Home  Workers  whose  work  is  of  Saleable  Standard 
„ of  Bed-ridden  and  Aged  Blind  regularly  visited  and 
helped  in  various  ways 
,,  sent  to  Stillorgan  Convalescent  Home  ... 

,,  of  men  sent  to  Camp  at  Balbriggan  ... 

,,  helped  to  obtain  Spectacles  and/or  Artificial  Eyes  . . . 

,,  given  Special  Relief  during  illness  (cash  or  food)  ... 

,,  given  Coal 

,,  given  Clothing 

,,  given  Groceries 

„ given  Blankets 

,,  given  various  Christmas  Gifts 

,,  given  Wireless  Sets  on  Loan  ... 


50 1 
140 
28 
3,535 
186 
1,338 
1,847 
63 
12 
10 
21 
41 


68 

24 

12 

00 

48 

186 

102 

37 

12 

129 

14 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Number  entertained  by  Companions  of  St.  Patrick 
Concert  Tickets  received  from  friends  given  to  ... 
Pantomine  Tickets  received  from  friends  given  to 
Invitations  to  Parties  were  accepted  by 

,,  to  Picnic  at  Killiney  accepted  by  ... 

,,  to  Garden  Party  accepted  by 
,,  to  Metroj:>ole  Film  accepted  by 


90 

52 

24 

69 

38 

40 
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SHOWS  AND  SALES  OF  WORK. 


£ s.  d. 

R.D.S.  Spring  Show,  1937  ...  •••  •••  58  5 0 

„ Horse  Show,  1937  ...  •••  •••  48  10  11 

Christmas  Sale  ...  ...  •••  •••  54  1 0 

Clonmel  Show  ...  •••  •••  •••  5 13  4 

,,  I.C.A.  Christmas  Shop  •••  •••  4 10  3 

Cork  Show  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 9 0 


N.B.— Proceeds  of  Sales  and  Shows  are  paid  to  the  Home  Workers 
and  Institutions.  The  National  Council  defrays  all  expenses.  No 
commission  is  charged  to  those  whose  goods  are  displayed. 


r 


DISINFECTING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  staff  of  the  Ambulance  and  Disinfecting  Department  is  engaged  in 
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MUNICIPAL  BATHS  AND  WASH  HOUSES. 

The  returns  from  the  Baths  and  Wash  Houses  show 
that  117,753  persons  visited  the  establishment  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 

The  income  derived  during  the  year  came  to 
£1,849  16s.  lid.,  being  a decrease  in  the  receipts,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  £64  2s.  8d.,  and 
an  increase  in  visitors  of  4,852. 


During  the  ten  months  the  Swimming  Baths  were 
open  they  were  used  by  60,179  persons.  The  receipts 
from  those  visitors  came  to  £767  7s.  9d.,  being  an 
increase  in  the  receipts  for  the  previous  year  of 
£89  9s.  8d.,  and  an  increase  of  visitors  to  the  number 
of  385. 

During  the  ten  months  the  First  Class  Swimming 
Bath  was  reserved  every  Tuesday  afternoon,  from 
3 to  8 p.m.,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  Females. 


The  total  number  of  visitors  to  this  department 
amounted  to  2,596,  producing  £48  6s.  7d.,  being  an 
increase  in  the  receipts  of  £8  6s.  7d.,  and  an  increase 
in  visitors  of  398  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Pupils  from  the  “ Christian  Brothers,”  “ National 
Schools,”  “ Catholic  Boy  Scouts,”  Baden  Powell 
Scouts,”  and  “ Belvedere  News  Boys,”  were  admitted 
to  the  Swimming  Baths  during  the  season  to  the 
number  of  2,035  at  a charge  of  one  penny  each  boy. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  visits  were  made  after 
the  usual  closing  hours  by  Male,  and  one  hundred  and 
one  by  Female  Swimming  Clubs. 
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The  sum  of  £295  9s.  Od.  represents  the  amount  of 
pecuniary  support  of  the  Swimming  Clubs  (Male  and 
Female)  to  the  establishment  during  the  year. 

The  Private  Reclining  Baths  were  availed  of  by 
29,442  persons  ; of  this  number  7,632  were  Females. 

The  Public  Wash  House  (Laundry)  was  visited  by 
15,464  Women.  The  income  derived  from  users  of 
the  Wash  House  Conveniences  amounted  to 
£144  6s.  6d.  ; compared  with  last  year,  there  is  a 
decrease  of  visitors  to  the  number  of  59  and  a decrease 
of  income  amounting  to  £2  Is.  6d. 

Once  again  there  is  the  need  to  draw  attention  to 
the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Swimming  Baths  ; a 
visit  any  afternoon  in  mild  weather  will  convince 
anyone  of  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  place  to  meet 
the  demand  made  upon  it.  It  must  be  remembered 
tb  ese  baths  were  constructed  over  50  years  ago, 
hence  they  are  in  every  way  far  behind  the  require- 
ments of  the  present  day.  They  are  not  fitted  with 
filtration  plant,  with  the  result  that  the  water  has  to 
be  removed  every  24  hours — an  expensive  procedure, 
when  the  cost  of  water,  heating,  labour,  and  chlorine 
is  considered. 


The  wnter  in  the  two  Swimming  Baths  is  chlorinated 
twice  daily,  strictly  in  accordance  with  arrangements 
and  instructions  given  by  B.  J.  Fagan,  Esq.,  B.A., 
B.E.,  F.I.C.,  A.R.C.Sc.I.,  City  Analyst. 


PATRICK  LYNCH 


Superintendent . 


HOUSING. 
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HOUSING— YEAR,  1937. 

The  work  of  providing  adequate  Housing  accom- 
modation continues  to  press  forward  with  ail  possible 
speed.  Activities  were  considerably  hampered  during 
the  year  owing  to  the  interruption  caused  by  the 
dispute  in  the  Building  Trade  which  lasted  from 
April  to  October. 

Acquisition  and  planning  procedure  was  nevertheless 
carried  out  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were 
made  in  respect  of  the  undermentioned  sites  which 
provide  space  for  3,600  dwellings. 

Donnycarney,  Section  2. 

Cabra  West. 

I ) on  ore  Avenue. 

Constitution  Hill. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Constitution  Hill  Area 
C.P.O.  all  the  above  mentioned  Orders  were  confirmed 
by  the  Minister  for  Local  Government  and  Public 
Health. 

Official  Representations  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  Section  47  of  Housing  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1931,  were  made  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  the  undermentioned  Areas  : — 

Constitution  Hill. 

Whitefriar  Street. 

Patrick  Street. 

Charlemont  Street. 

Upon  consideration  of  these  Official  Representations 
the  Dublin  City  Council  passed  the  statutory  resolu- 
tions declaring  the  Areas  to  be  Clearance  Areas  and 
in  each  case  the  City  Manager  subseqently  made  an 
Order  under  Sections  5 and  7 of  the  Housing  (Miscel- 
laneous Provisions)  Act,  1931,  to  purchase  the  land 
comprised  in  the  Clearance  Areas  and  also  sufficient 
land  surrounding  same  for  the  carrying  out  of  Housing 
Schemes  on  the  sites. 
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The  number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance 
Areas  during  the  year  was  63  containing  253  families, 
but  it  will  be  understood  that  due  to  the  cessation  of 
Building  Contractors’  activities  during  the  period  of 
the  Building  Dispute,  demolition  work  also  suffered 
a set-back.  Apart  from  the  demolition  work  in 
Clearance  Areas  the  number  of  individual  unhealthy 
houses  demolished  was  53  containing  93  families. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  Building  Work  on  the 
following  Schemes  : — 


Scheme 

No.  of  Dwellings 

Crumlin  South,  Section  11 

462 — 4-room  houses 

Terenure 

313 — 3 and  4-room  houses. 

Marrowbone  Lane 

112 — 1,  2,  3 and  4-room  flats. 

James’s  Street 

150—1,  2,  3 and  4-room  flats. 

Crumlin  North,  Section  4 

453—3  and  4-room  houses. 

Anchor  Brewery,  Section  3 and 
balance  of  Cook  Street 

100 — 1,  2,  3 and  4-room  flats. 

Ellenfield,  Section  1 (Direct 
Labour) 

189 — 4-room  houses. 

Ellenfield,  Section  2 

182 — 4-room  houses. 

Total 

1,961 

Tenders  were  also  invited  for  the  construction  of 
Sewers,  Carriage-ways,  and  Public  Services  on  Sections 
1 to  3 of  the  Crumlin  North  Housing  Scheme  (referred 
to  in  my  last  report)  upon  which  Sections  2,007  houses 
are  to  be  built. 

Due  to  the  hold-up  of  Building  Operations  above 
referred  to  only  622  houses  were  completed  in  the 
year  bringing  the  total  now  occupied  to  14,301  produc- 
ing an  annual  rental  of  £320,000.  Arrears  due  to 
December,  1937,  amounted  to  £16,340  or  5%. 


METEOROLOGY. 


MONTHLY  ANALYSIS  OF  WIND  OBSERVATIONS,  1937. 
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Appendix  A. 


City  of  Dublin. 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  the  number  of  Deaths  from  some  of  the  Principal  Causes  during  the  year  1937. 
Eire,  Total  Rural  Districts,  Total  Urban  Districts,  Cork  and  Belfast. 
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mortality  from  All  Causes  and  from  some  of  the  Principal  Causes 


Showing  for  the  Year  1937  (52  weeks)  ended  1st  January,  1938,  the  3 

of  Residents  of  the  several  Registrars’  Districts  comprising  the  City  op  Dublin,  also  the  Deaths  at  certain  age  periods,  and  the 

number  of  Uncertified  Deaths. 


Annual 

DEATHS 

of  Mortality 

Ages  at  De 

VTH 

per 

i .000 

Infant 

Living 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases 

Tuber- 

Diseases  of 

I 

Mor- 

REPRESENTED 

TALITY 

by  Deaths 

System 

REGISTRARS'  DISTRICTS,  &c. 

1,000 

From 

w 

t-4 

© 

lO 

to 

to 

to 

CD 

•8 

cJ 

fs 

Births 
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Prin- 

cipal 

w 

< 

Sh 

eg 

t-4 

© 

u 

© 

© 

U 

© 

£73  ©' 

% g-s 

© 

P 

o 

i! 

V. > 

all 

Causes 

Epi- 

demic 

Dis- 

eases 

w 

fi 

3 

Eh 

O 

H 

TJ 

P 

g 

T5 

P 

eg 

g 

'd 

3 

eg 

<N 

-d 

T5 

p 

eg 

to 

P 

2 

'd 

p 

eg 

to 

B 

! 

§ 

to 

CL 

d 

TJ 

eg 

to 

CD 

& CQ  © 

OT 

- an 
o sfl 

Measles 

© 

£ 

4-* 

eg 

u 

m 

t a 

•S 

cu 

o 

o 

A 

Diphtheria 

Diarrhoea  f 
Enteritis  u 
years 

Influenza 

eg 

P 

O 

s 

D 

P4 

u 

o 

1-4 

© 

A 

6 

Cancer 

Pneumonia 

Other 

Violence 

P 

eg 

O 

© 

•+3 

O 

CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

North  City  No.  1 East 

111 

444 

84 

24 

11 

20 

17 

54 

119 

115 

1 

1 

4 

9 

10 

12 

50 

9 

21 

59 

49 

13 

206 

„ „ No.  1 West 

122 

622 

142 

28 

23 

12 

18 

61 

153 

185 

8 

1 

7 

8 

32 

17 

42 

10 

44 

62 

78 

16 

297 

„ „ No.  2 

105 

o 

© 

355 

71 

18 

18 

15 

9 

29 

90 

105 

5 

1 

1 

9 

16 

6 

25 

11 

17 

36 

58 

9 

161 

„ „ No.  3 

129 

rQ 

to  eg 

476 

95 

13 

12 

10 

18 

56 

140 

132 

3 

2 

6 

8 

16 

17 

29 

9 

45 

49 

48 

14 

230 

„ ,,  No.  4 

144 

u 

o 

eg 

> 

eg 

255 

58 

13 

4 

11 

11 

30 

68 

60 

4 

3 

2 

8 

7 

21 

2 

13 

30 

39 

4 

124 

Blanchardstown  and  Castleknock, 

o 

eg 

-P 

a 

part  of 

132 

to 

16 

5 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

Clontarf  and  Howth,  Nos.  1 and  2, 

.2 

2 

part  of 

112 

■g 

Pc 

148 

26 

2 

1 

6 

7 

12 

45 

49 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

15 

9 

3 

100 

Coolock  and  Drumcondra.Nos.  1 & 2, 

T 

eg 

part  of 

70 

_ 

428 

56 

16 

8 

14 

26 

58 

118 

132 

1 

3 

6 

4 

3 

14 

37 

14 

36 

31 

36 

6 

237 

Finglas  and  Glasnevin,  Nos.  1 & 2, 

w 

part  of 

85 

A 

g'§ 

319 

54 

8 

9 

11 

17 

53 

76 

91 

1 

4 

7 

7 

15 

33 

5 

28 

23 

26 

8 

162 

South  City  No.  1 

CM 

eg  O 

125 

CO 

co  P 

594 

104 

27 

23 

30 

28 

60 

158 

164 

5 

13 

10 

25 

22 

53 

18 

43 

54 

61 

13 

277 

„ „ No.  2 

148 

_C 

2i 

286 

52 

15 

6 

8 

15 

29 

67 

94 

la 

2 

5 

2 

16 

8 

2S 

5 

25 

28 

45 

3 

118 

„ „ No.  3 

125 

3 

Q. 

O 

eg 

3* 

696 

135 

25 

21 

17 

27 

77 

175 

219 

11 

3 

4 

5 

41 

7 

45 

23 

45 

72 

63 

16 

361 

„ „ No.  4 

109 

a $ 

475 

82 

17 

23 

10 

20 

43 

137 

143 

3 

3 

5 

3 

15 

12 

42 

7 

34 

55 

42 

14 

240 

© © IS 

.a  a S 

Clondalkin,  part  of 

— 

2 

1 

i 1 

1 

1 

Crumlin,  part  of 

82 

<3 

211 

58 

16 

10 

11 

25 

34 

29 

28 

1 

1 

2 

4 

12 

44 

6 

9 

17 

20 

9 

87 

Donnybrook,  Nos.  1 & 2 

87 

504 

57 

16 

14 

16 

23 

39 

140 

199 

1 

1 

4 

7 

9 

22 

36 

12 

60 

39 

41 

10 

262 

1 New  Kilmainham 

104 

349 

56 

10 

13 

8 

15 

35 

85 

127 

1 

1 

4 

3 

9 

3 

23 

10 

27 

36 

39 

5 

188 

Rathfarnham,  part  of  ... 

24 

21 

1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

i 

11 

I Rathmines,  Nos.  1 & 2 

86 

639 

79 

13 

10 

10 

27 

56 

145 

299 

1 

6 

3 

2 

15 

IS 

44 

12 

76 

43 

45 

16 

358 

Terenure,  part  of 

43 

61 

6 

1 

1 

13 

17 

23 

1 

2 

3 

2 

10 

6 

4 

1 

32 

Total  City  of  Dublin 

106 

14-9 

1-0 

6901 

1221 

262 

206 

211 

307 

747 

1775 

2172 

1 

46 

26 

73 

84 

242 

184 

665 

156 

554 

651 

707 

161 

3454 

Appendix  C. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  each  Year  during  the  10  Years,  1927-36,  also  for  the  Year  1937. 


Typhus 

t-l 

© 

> 

<V 

'o 

ft 

EH 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pneumonia  (Influenzal 
and  Other  Forms)  i 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

1927 

1 

26 

440 

386 

— 

2 

— 

59 

7 

246 

2 

i 

— 

588 

1,758 

1928 

4 

24 

407 

638 

— 

8 

— 

73 

7 

201 

8 

— 

— 

855 

2,225 

1929 

1 

15 

500 

430 

3 ’ 

7 

— 

55 

6 

256 

11 

— 

i 

818 

2,103 

1930 

28 

646 

435 

4 

6 

6 

31 

— 

334 

6 

— 

— 

829 

2,324 

1931 

— 

26 

634 

1,015 

8 

— 

5 

55 

— 

289 

10 

— 

— 

858 

2,895 

1932 

2 

96 

862 

1,082 

8 

1 

wl: 

105 

i 

253 

12 

— 

— 

612 

3,035 

1933 

— 

49 

1,073 

714 

6 

— 

5 

117 

— 

196 

12 

— 

— 

664 

2,836 

1934 

— 

38 

983 

661 

15 

1 

V 1 

128 

— 

134 

15 

— 

— 

646 

2,622 

1935 

— 

22 

936 

907 

19 

— 

— 

158 

" — 

135 

23 
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— 

545 

2,745 

1936 

53 

870 

1,768 

33 

— 

3 

188 

i 

120 

18 

— 

— 

690 

3,744 

Total  for  10 
1927-1936 

years, 

8 

377 

7,351 

8,036 

91 

25 

21 

969 

22 

2,164 

116 

i 

i 

7,105 

26,287 

Average  No.  of 
per  annum 
10  years 

Cases 

for  10 

0-8 

37-7 

735-1 

803-6 

9-1 

2-5 

2-1 

96-9 

2-2 

216-4 

11-6 

0-1 

0-1 

710-5 

2628-7 

1937 

— 

44 

810 

1,075 

38 

2 

130 

— 

156 

13 

1 

— 

587 

2,856 

1 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Principal  Epidemic  D: 

respective  rates  per  1,000  of  the 


seases  registered  each  year  during  the  period  1926-1937,  with  the 
population  represented  thereby. 


Year 

Total 

Deaths 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
of  Population 

Deaths  under 
One  Year 

Infant 

Mortality 

*Rate 

Typhoid 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Diarrhoea! 

Diseases 

Dysentery 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms 

Cancer  ; 

Influenza  | 

1926. 

Deaths 

6,40!) 

15-29 

1,049 

114 

9 

65 

24 

43 

65 

338 

509 

' 188 

495 

81 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•02 

■16 

•05 

■10 

•16 

•80 

— 

1-21 

•45 

1-18 

•19 

1927. 

Deaths 

7,085 

16-83 

1,064 

115 

6 

61 

14 

220 

74 

199 

3 

668 

177 

485 

178 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■02 

■15 

■03 

■52 

■18 

•47 

•01 

1-59 

•42 

1-15 

•42 

1928. 

Deaths 

6,320 

15-0 

895 

98 

3 

160 

7 

17 

43 

215 

2 

568 

155 

524 

70 

Rate 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

•02 

■44 

•02 

•06 

•12 

• 51 

•00 

1 35 

•37 

1-24 

•17 

1929. 

Deaths 

6,878 

16-23 

934 

101 

1 

3 

12 

87 

59 

191 

— 

595 

157 

502 

225 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■00 

■01 

■04 

•22 

•15 

•45 

— 

1-40 

■37 

1-18 

•53 

1930. 

Deaths 

6,212 

15-0 

1,031 

98 

1 

85 

10 

67 

78 

150 

— 

586 

162 

481 

40 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•00 

•21 

■03 

•08 

•17 

•35 

— 

1-43 

•39 

1-17 

•10 

1931. 

Deaths 

6,562 

15-91 

977 

94 

4 

223 

19 

31 

72 

144 

— 

617 

197 

439 

122 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■01 

•56 

■05 

•08 

•17 

•35 

— 

1-5 

■48 

1-06 

•30 

1932. 

120 

Deaths 

6,536 

15-6 

1,067 

102 

14 

42 

24 

121 

82 

190 

2 

551 

144 

484 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•04 

■10 

■06 

•30 

•20 

•46 

•00 

1-32 

0-35 

1-14 

•29 

1933. 

478 

189 

Deaths 

6,405 

15-3 

891 

83 

9 

72 

9 

42 

110 

152 

— 

584 

157 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•02 

•17 

•02 

■10 

•26 

■36 

— 

1-39 

•37 

1-13 

•45 

1934. 

144 

544 

Deaths 

5,748 

13-6 

878 

79 

11 

11 

4 

88 

76 

124 

— 

570 

32 

•08 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-03 

•03 

•01 

•21 

•18 

■28 

— 

1-34 

•34 

1-26 

1935. 

527 

S3 

6,506 

15-2 

1,067 

93 

2 

87 

18 

18 

89 

203 

— 

565 

164 

Rate 

— 

- 

— 

— 

■00 

•18 

•04 

•04 

•21 

•48 

— 

1-41 

■38 

1-23 

•19 

1936. 

6,996 

15-0 

1,337 

115 

11 

90 

66 

57 

110 

254 

602 

138 

540 

40 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■02 

•19 

•14 

•12 

•23 

•54 

— 

1-29 

•30 

I- 17 

0- 1 

1937. 

7,023 

14-9 

1,231 

106 

1 

46 

26 

73 

84 

242 



565 

156 

563 

184 

Rate 

— 

— 

— 

•00 

•10 

■06 

•15 

•18 

•51 

119 

• 33 

1-2 

•09 

* Rate  per  1,000  Births. 


Appendix  E. 

The  Following  Table  Shows  the  Number.  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Month  of  Occurrence  During  1937 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

M 

ay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oet. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Typhus 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

6 

2 

4 

2 

5 

10 

8 

3 

* 11 

2 

i 

44 

Diphtheria  ... 

71 

60 

71 

64 

. 

8 

77 

54 

50 

47 

75 

99 

84 

810 

Scarlet  Fever 

91 

87 

103 

77 

6 

106 

71 

42 

69 

94 

114 

135 

1,075 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

9 

6 

7 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

4 

4 

38 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

9 

— 

j 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

9 

13 

17 

o 

6 

5 

6 

12 

16 

13 

18 

130 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Influenzal  and  Other  Forms) 

26 

26 

12 

20 

6 

14 

2 

4 

9 

10 

4 

13 

156 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

jjEjy 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Appendix  F. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  During  the  Year  1937. 


Number  of 

Cases  Notified 

Total  Cases  Notified  in 

each  Registrar’s  District 

At  Ages- 

-Years 

No.  1 East 

No.  1 West 

No.  2 North 

A 

1 

CO 

6 

No.  4 North 

£ 

o 

73 

'O 

c<3 

o 

d 

d 

3 

Finglas  and 
Glasnevin 

Coolock  and 
Drumcondra 

Clontarf  and 
Howth 

No.  1 South 

No.  2 South 

No.  3 South 

No.  4 South 

Clondalkin 

Crumlin 

Donnvbrook 

New  Kilmainham 

Ra  th  mines 

d 

-d 

d 

- 

<4-1 

4^ 

e$ 

Ph 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  All  Ages. 

Under  1 year 

1 — 5 years 

5 — 15  years 

15 — 15  years 

45 — 65  years 

65—67 

Typhus 

Typhoid  Fever 

44 

- 

5 

20 

17 

2 

- 

4 

5 

- 

2 

i 

- 

i 

i 

- 

21 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

-is 

- 

2 

- 

Diphtheria 

810 

11 

282 

407 

104 

5 

i 

55 

91 

4a 

76 

32 

- 

65 

66 

20 

98 

22 

42 

74 

- 

31 

29 

22 

36 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1075 

16 

386 

527 

141 

4 

i 

113 

96 

33; 

119 

30 

29 

69 

89 

- 

91 

20 

86 

52 

- 

39 

62 

63 

11 

73 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

38 

18 

9 

5 

0 

- 

- 

1 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

4 

- 

9 

8 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

1 

Continued  Fever 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

130 

: f 

6 

7 

50 

51 

9 

11 

10 

4 

23 

8 

- 

9 

3 

1 

15 

5 

13 

5 

- 

7 

6 

6 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

■Pneumonia  (Influenzal  and  Other 

Forms)  

156 

6 

18 

35 

54 

32 

J 1 

10 

14 

18 

1 

— 

9 

11 

1 

10 

7 

6 

4 

27 

5 

22 

4 

1 

■Puerperal  Fever 

13 

- 

- 

- 

13 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- I 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

i 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.■Dysentery 

1 

i 

- 

]|S'alaria  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

